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vi Preface 

the analytical point of view as an exposition of the oft quoted but 
seldom explained “ Principle of Continuity.” 

Th('. fundamental definition of Imaginary points is that given by 
Dr Karl v. Staudt in his Beitrdge zur Geometrie dev Luge ; Nuremberg, 
1850 and 1800. The* idea of (ct, /9) figures, independently evolved by 
the author, is due to J. V. Poncelct, who published it in his TraiU des 
Propmetes Projectives des Figures in 1822. Tlie matter contained in 
four or five page's of Chapter II is taken from the lectures delivered by 
the late Professoi- Esson, F.R.S., Savilian Professor of Geometry in the 
University of Oxford, and may bo 2 )artly traced to the writings of 
V. Staudt. For the remainder of the book the author must take th(* 
re.sj)onsi}>ility. Inaccuraci(\s and inconsistencies may have crept in, but 
long expeiience has taught him that these will be found to be diu; 
to his own deficiencies and not to fundami*ntal defects in tlui theory. 
Those whf> ap})roaeh the* subject with an open mind will, it is believed, 
find in tht‘se pages a consistent and natural theory of the imaginary. 
Many probl(*ms however still require to be workc'd out and the subject 
offers a wide field for further investigations. 

To Professor VVhit(*head, F.R.S., the author has to tendei- his 
sincerest thanks for much valuable helj) and assistance. To Professor 
G. S. Le Beau and Mr S. G. Soal of the? East London Coll(^ge he is 
indebted for very valuable advice and criticism. To Mr J. B. Peace of 
th(* Cambridgi* University Press he desires to tender his w.armest 
thanks for the gn*at assistance which he lias render(‘d in connection 
with this b<K)k. 

J. L. S. H. 


C'fTIDKOCK, 

tSeptenihvi^ 1910 . 
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The reference numbers of articles in square brackets, such as 
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the term “ line ” is used as an abbreviation for straight line. 



CHAPTEll I 


niAGINARY POINTS AND LENGTHS ON REAL STRAIGHT LINES. 
TMA(HNARY STRAIGHT LINES. PROPERTIES OF SEMI-REAL FIGURES 

1. Imaginary points on a real straight line. 

Axiom I. Every overlappitiy involution range determines a pair of 
points as its double points, each of which has a definite position on the base. 

This axiom does not imply that the position of these points can be 
graphically determined with reh'rence to real points on the base. 

Def. 1. Each of these double points is termed an imaginary point 
and, considered as a pair of points, they are termed a pair of conjugate 
imaginary points. 

On reference to Art. [51] it will be seen that, if 0 is the centre of an 
overlapping involution of which A and A' arti a pair of conjugate points 
— situated on opposite sides of 0 — then the double points of the involu- 
tion are given as the positions of a point P which satisfies the relation 

OP^ = OA.OA' = -K\ 

Hence, if P^ and P.^ be these points, 

= + and OP, = -^~ iK. 

If 0' be any other real point on the base such that O’O = L, then the 
2)ositions of P^ and P., relative to 0' are given by the relations 

a P,=L + V“-"i K and ffP., = A - V -1 K. 

The axiom therefore states that a definite position may be assigned 
to the points P^ and P^ on the base, and consequently a definite magni- 
tude to the lengths V — I /t and — measured along the base. 
Such lengths cannot be equal to any real lengths and therefore the 
points Pi and cannot coincide with any real points situated on the base. 

Similarly every other overlapping involution on the same base, which 
has its centre at 0, has a |)air of imaginary double points situated on 
the base at distances V — 1 A' and - V — I A' from 0, where K' i.s 
different for each involution and may have any real value from 0 to oc . 
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2 The Imaginary in. Geometry 

Honco it follows that, given any real straight line I and any real 
point 0 on it, there are on the straight line an infinite number of 
pairs of imaginary points. Such a .system of joints may be termed an 
imaginary system, base I, centre or im^an point 0. 

A quantity of the form V — I A' is termed a purely imaginary 
(juantity and a (piantity of the form, A -f — 1 K, an imaginary or a 
complex (piantity, when' L and K are real. 

fmaywary lengths. The position of an imaginary point V may be 
determined by its distance O'O + OP from a real point ()\ where O'O is 
a r(^‘il length and OP an imaginary length. A point P' is ternu'd the 
graph of P if it is at a distance O'O + OP' from O', where 

OP' = OP. 

Henc<\ if P' be the graph of the distance of P from 0' is 

O'O + V-l .OP'. 

A real hmgth V + 1 K and an imaginary length V — 1 K are incom- 
mensurable, and do not in themscdves involve any relative magnitudes. 
Like two real incommensurable quantities \/2 and tS, whose squari's are 
commensurable, the squares of a real and an imaginary quantity may 
be commensurable. 

The position of a real point on a given base can only be determined 
graphically when the unit is known in which its (listance from a given 
point on the base is expressed. Similarly, the position of an imaginaiy 
point is only known when the unit in which its imaginary distance is 
expressed is also known. Tlie units in the two cases may be* regarded 
as \/-f 1 and V — 1. As there is no inherent relation as to inagnitudi' 
between these units, the relative position of real and imaginary points 
on the base is indeterminate. 

Lengths of the form V — 1 if and V — I K' which determine the 
positions of imaginary points may be combined like real lengths. (See 
Art. 3.) So long as the lengths considered are all real or all purely 
imaginary each system may be graphed in the same way, the quantities 
V + 1 and V — 1 being regarded as units in which tht^ lengths are 
('.xpressed, the only difference between these units lying in the fact that 
in one case the .square on a line is regarded tis positive and in the other 
negative. Thus in accordance with the conventions of Algebra the 
imaginary point at a distance 2/f V — 1 from 0 is at double the distance 
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from 0 of the point at a distance ^ a/ — 1, and in accordance with the 
conventions of coordinate geometry the points at distances + — 1 iT 

and — V — 1 from 0 are at equal, distances from 0 on opposite sidps 
of 0. 

If a second system of overlapping involutions, which have any other 
real point 0' on the base for centre, is considered, a second system of 
imaginary points is obtained, which arc determined by imaginary lengths 
measured from O'. This is the systcmi, base I, centre O', and a similar 
system exists for every real point on the base. No two imaginary points 
can coincide, when they are thus determined from different real base 
points. Otherwise a real and an imaginary length would be equal. 

If a definite ])osition has been assigned to an imaginaiy point, 
distances may be measured from such an imaginary point as origin. 
If 0 is a real point on a straight line and a point on the straight 
line at a distance 's/ — IK from 0, the point P may be taken as the 
centre of an involution. As in the previous case there are on the 
base an infinite number of imaginaiy points, centre P, and an infinite 
number of points real with reference to the centre P. None of the real 
points, centre P, can coincide with the real points centre 0, but the 
imaginary points centre P will be a repetition of the imaginary points 
(centre 0. 

Hence th('. following conception of a stmight line is arrived at. 

On any real straight line some point may he taken which may be 
termed a base point. An infinite number of real and an infinite number 
of imaginary iwints way be obtained by measuring real or purely 
imaginary distances from this base point. Any one of these real points 
may be taken as a new base point and an infinite number of real and an 
infinite number of imaginary points may be obtained by measuiing real 
and purely imaginary distances from it. The real points so obtained are 
a repetition of the real points first obtained. The imaginary points form 
a new system of points. An imaginary point of the first system may be 
taken as a base point and an infinite number' of points real with respect 
to this base point may be obtained and also an infinite number of points 
imaginary with respect to this base point. The real points with respect to 
this centre are imaginary points with respect to the base point first taken 
and are distinct from those obtained from the original base point. The 
imaginary system obtained from this second centre is a repetitiofn of the 
i maginary points obtained from the first base point. 


1—2 
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The Imaginary in Geometry 

2. Conjugate imaginary points. 

It follows from definition (1) that evei'y imaginai'y point has one and 
only one conjiujate iinayinary point. Given an imaginary point, its con- 
jugate imaginary point is the other double point of the involution of 
which it is a double point. The conjugate of a given imaginary point 
may be obtained by changing the sign of V — 1 in the length or lengths 
by which the position of the point is determined. Hence imaginary 
points occur in pairs, viz. in pairs of conjugate imaginary points, and 
the comiector of any pair is the base of the involution of w’hich they arc* 
th(! doid)le points. When an imaginary point is given, thtj involution of 
which it is a double, point is completely determined, for the centre and 
constant cd the involution are known. 

This is true so lonj^ as the sauio points aiv regarded as real points, that is as 
long as the oiigiii is not moved through an imaginaiy distance. Thus ()K+i. KP 
and OK—i. l\ P give two ]>ositiotis of P wliich correspond to conjugate imaginarN 
points. If howovej* tho origin be moved throiigli a distance i. K P^ these become* 
OK and OK -- 'l. l. KP, whicli distances give a pair of ])oints which are not ciUijugate 
imaginary ])oint.s according to the detinitioii. In fact by moving the origin any two 
points whose distances from the origin are a + and a + may lie made into a 
pair of conjugate imaginary points. Hence conjugate imaginary ])oiiits are sucli 
with rcs])ect to a given origin or with nispect to certain given refill points. This 
ought always to be stated, but, when there is no risk of misunderstanding, the 
limibition in (piestion will be omittctl. 

3. Measurement of distances. 

I'htj positions of t.wo imagimiry points P' and (/ which have the 
same centre 0 and whose graphs are P and Q are given by the relations 


OP' =sJ-\ OP and Oq =^/-\0Q, 

The distance qP' may be defined as OP' — Oq = V — I QP, 

Hence, since QP + PQ = 0, Q'P' -h P'Q' = 0 (1) 

If R be a third imaginary point with the same centre, it also 
follows that 

Rq + qR + KP' = o (2) 


The relations (1) and (2) are those on which all the theorems of Art. [7], 
which refer to points on a straight line, depend. Hence these theorems 
hold for imaginary points with a common centre. 

Two imaginary points^', centre Oi, 

and Q\ centre Oa, whose graphs are re- 

spcctivelyi^ and Q may be determined ^ P' 

with reference to any origin 0 by 

0R=00, + ^/- i0,P and OQ' = 00,+ - 1 O./J. 
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The distance Q'P' may be defined as OP' — OQ\ hence 

(2'P'=00,+ V- I 0,P-00,-V-l 0,(? 

= OA + V-i{o,p-o,(2} 

= 0,0, {VT- V - 1} + V - 1 QP. 

From this it follows that if P', Q', P' be any three points on a straight 
line, real or imaginary, 

P'Q'+Q'P'=0 

and P'Q' + Q'7J'+P'P' = 0. 

Hence in the most general case all the theorems of Art. [7] which rcfi‘r 
to distances of points on a straight line are true for imaginaiy points. 

If 0, P, and Q are three collinear real points, the point M given by 
the relation OM = ^ {OP + OQ] is defined as the middle* point of PQ, 
Similarly, if 0 be any real point and P and Q' a pair of imaginary 
])oints, centres 0, and 0,, whose graphs are P and Q, M' the middle 
[)oint of P^Q^ is flefiru^d as being the point given b}^ 

This point will be shown, Art. 6, to b(i the harmonic conjugate of the* 
point at infinity on the base with respect to P' and Q\ 

The pi’oduct of the distances of a pair of conjugate imaginary points 
P' and Q\ mean point il/, from any real point 0 on the line P'Q' is ;i 
|)ositive real c]uantity. For this product is 

{OM + i . MP) {OM-i, MP) = OM^ + MP\ 


4. Determination of the position of imaginary points by means of ratios. 

P' 


1. Lot A' be any point on a given mil 
ine and B a i)oint at a purely imaginary j 

distance A'B from A\ and !*' a |)oint at a 

purely iniaginary distance A'P' from A\ Then B P' = A' P' — a\.' B\ 

A'P' A'V 

The ratio of P' with reference to A' and B Is or 

UP AP -An 

The ratio in this case is a real quantity. 


B' 


11. Let A' be any point on a given real 
line, U and 0 points at real distaiujcs A'li ^ 

and A'O from ..1', and P' an imaginary point 
at a distance A'O + OP' from A', where OP' is imaginary. 
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The Imaginat'y in Geometry 

Then .l'/"=vl'0+0i" 

ami nP' = BA'->rXOJrOP' 

= BO+OP', 

A’P' A'O+OP' _ A'O+OP' 

• UP' BO+OP^ ~A'0+ OP'~- A'B • 

Tlic ratifj of P' with rcNpeot to A’ and B in this case is a complex quantity. 

In eitlier case when the ratio of a point and the positions of the reference ])oints 
are given, the position of tlie ])oint is uniquely determined. The ratio of the con- 
jugate imaginary point of P* is obtained by cliangiiig the sign of the imaginary ])art 
of the I’atio. 

If lengths are expressed in imaginary units a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points, whose* positions would ordinarily be determined by lengths and 

n — J - are determined by lengths J — la — f/ and y/ — i.e. the distances 

which detev'uine the ]>oints differ only in the sign of the real ])art. 

5. Anharmonic ratios of real and imaginary points on a real 
straight line. 

Ill Art. [1 1 ] the iinhjiriiionic ratio of four real colliiu'ar points A ,Ji,C,D 
was (lefiiuMl as biung, with orifjin 0, 

BCD) - \ (suppose). 

The range {A HUD) \vas defined as being hannonic if X had the value — I . 

Def. 2. If A C\ D' he the yraphs of four colli mar points real or 
imaginarif whose positions are determined by OA ^ + iA^A' ; 0 + iB^B' ; 

etc.y their anharmonic ratio is defined as being 

OC, + iC,C' -OA,^iA,A' OD, + iD,U - OA, - iA,A' _ 

Under certain circumstances this anharmonic ratio may liavt^ tht‘ value 
— 1, in which case the range is said to be harmonic. 

Let C' and If be real points, i.e. let C,C' = X), D' = 0. L(‘t A and B 
be a pair of conjugate imaginary points and let 0 be their centre. Then 
OA, = OB, = 0, A,A' = 0A\ B,B' = OB' and OA' = - OB'. Hence 

OC'-iOA' OD'-iOA' 

OC'A'iOA' ■ OD' + iOA' 

OC'-iOA' Olf-iOA' 

0& + iOA' '^00'+ iOA' ~ 

-0C'.0D' = 0A'^ = 0ir\ 


If \ = - 1, 
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l^hercfore if C and D' are on different sides of 0 so that — OC' . OU is 
positive, then OA' and OB' are real and i. OA' and i. OB' give a pair of 
conjugate imaginary points, which are the double points of an over- 
lapping involution of which 0 is the centre and of which C and /)' are 
a pair of conjugate points. 

Conversely imaghmrjj double points of an overlapping involution 
are harmonic conjugates of every real pair of conjugate points of the 
involution. Hence it is seen that every pair of conjugate imaginary 
points may be determined as the common harmonic conjugates of two 
pairs of real points. 

A given pair of j eal points are conjugate points of an infinite number 
ot involutions Avith imaginary double jHunts. The double points of these 
involutions are harmonic conjugates of the given pair of points. Hencc) 
a given pair of real points has an infinite number of pairs of harmonic 
conjugates which are pairs of conjugate imaginary points. 

From th(' definition of the anharmonic ratio of a range of real and 
imaginary points it follows that if three points of a range are given and 
likewise the vidue of the anharmonic ratio of these points with a fourth 
point — which aidatrmonic ratio may have a real, an imaginary or a corn- 
plea; value — the position o f the fourth is uniquely determined. 

It likewise follows that the theorems. Art. [12], in regard to the 
change of the value of an anharmonic ratio, when the order of the points 
is changed, are true when the range is wholly or in part imaginary. 
Also if {A'EC'iy) = {ABCl)) and {MriyE')^{ABGE) it fbllows that 
{A'B'E'D')^{AnED). 

6. Projective ranges. 

Def. l]. Two ranges of real or imaginary points are said to be 
projective ivhen the anharmonic ratio of four points of one range is 
equal to the anharmonic ratio of the four corresponding points of the 
other range. 

If A, B, C, three points of one range are given, and three corre- 
sponding points A\ B\ (y 4)f the other, it is always possible, given a 
fourth point P of the first range, to determine uni(piely a fourth point P' 
of the second, such that {ABCP) = (A' B' C P'). Hence two sets of three 
points determine two projective ranges and to each point of one range 
corresponds one andi only one point of the other. 

As a particular case there is in each of two projective ranges, one 
point termed the vanishing point, which corresponds to the point at 
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infinity in the other range. The vanishing points may be real or 
imaginary. 

To find the harmonic conjugate of the point at infinity on a straight line with 
respect to two imaginary points on the line. 

Let P' and Q* be ‘the imaginary points, centres 0\ and Oo, and let P and Q be 
their graphs. Take any real origin 0 and let -V' be the required i)oint. Then 

OP^OX' OP-oc^ 

OQ^ -OX' ' 0(/-oo 

0P'\‘0(f=2.0X\ 

• oY'= i 

2 2 


This p(jint was defined (Art. 3) as the middle i>oint of P(/. 

If a real ]>oint O, the point at infinity and a pair of conjugate imaginary points 
A and A' form a harmonic range, OA = — 0A\ and therefore 0 must be the mean 
point of A and A\ 

Any two conjugate imaginary points are harmonic conjugates of their graphs- 
Let P', Pi\ centre 0, be the two points and and Pi their graphs. 


Then 


{PP{PPi)^ 


OP -OP OV’-OPi 
OPi'-OP • OP{ - OPi 


i.OP-OP . i.OP-\-OP 

"" --~i.op-op * -i.op^or 


_ i~l i + l 

- 1 — 1 ' -1 + 1 

= - 1 . 

It follows that if P', Pi be a pair of conjugate imaginary points, O their mean 
point, P and their graphs and x the point at infinity on the line, then 

{PPiOa, ) = (Z'7V0x ) = {PPiPP^)^ - 1. 


7. Extended conception of a real involution. 

Every real involution contains two branches^ one real and one purely 
imaginary. In one branch pairs of conjugate points overlap. In the 
other they do not. In the latter branch there are a pair of double points, 
which, according to the nature of the branch in which they occur, are real 
or imaginary. 

If the first definition of an involution (Art. [51]) be taken and 0 be 
the point corresponding to the point at infinity, and P and P' a pair of 
conjugate points, then the product OP . OP' is constant. There are two 
cases to be considered according as this constant is positive or negative. 
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(1) Let OP.OF^K\ 

(а) For real lengths, OP and OP, there are pairs of conjugate 
points which do not overlap, and a pair of real double points E and F 
given by OE = — OF = K, 

This is the real branch. 

(б) If OP^i.OP, and OP^i.OP^, 

then OP,.OP' 

The points then belong to an imaginary branch of the involution, 
which has no double points and in which corresponding segments overlap. 

(2) Let OP.OP = -K\ 

(а) For real lengths, OP and OP, there are pairs of conjugate 
points which overlap, and this branch of the involution has no double 
points. 

(б) If OP = i.OP, and OP = i.OP,\ 

then OPi . OPi = + 

The points then belong to an imaginary branch of the involution, 
in which there are a pair of double points whose graphs, E^ and F^, are 
given by OE^ = — OF^ = K, The corresponding segments of this branch 
do not overlap. Hence in an involution, the constant and centre of 
which are real, to a real point P corresponds a real point P' and to a 
purely imaginary point corresponds a purely imaginary point. 

The double points real or imaginary of areal involution are harmonic 
conjugates of every pair of conjugate points, real or purely imaginary, 
of the involution. 

(1) If the double points and the pair of conjugates are all real this 
has been proved in Art. [51]. 

(2) If the double points are imaginary and the pair of conjugates 
are real the result is that of Art. 5. 

(3) If the double points are imaginary and the pair of conjugates 
are also purely imaginary the case resolves itself into case (1) where each 
length is expressed in imaginary units of length. 

If the second definition of an involution. Art. [51], be taken the pre- 
ceding may be deduced as follows : 

If two supeiposed projective ranges A, B,C ... and A\ B\ C' ... are 
such that (ABC A') = (A'B'C'A), then every pair of corresponding points 
mutually coi'respond and the ranges form an involution. 
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The point P of the first corresponding to the point B of th(i second 
is given by 

but U'AB^B)^{AA^BB^\ 

{AA'BP)^{AA'BB'l 
P coincides with B\ 

Let 0 be the point which con-esponds to thfj point at infinity, then 
(AB'ccO) = (A'BOcc\ 

/. OA . OA' = OB . OB' = a constant. 

This constant may be any quantity real, imaginary, or complex in thc‘ 
most general case. If it is real and the j^oint 0 is also real, the involution 
is real and the preceding results arc obtained. 

The condition that a system of jKunts may form an involution nv,iy 
also be expressed in ratios. Let 6, 6', c, c', d, d' be the ratios of B, 
/?', 0, 0\ h, jy referred to A and A' as origin. Then since 
(AA'BC) = (A'AB'C'), 
bU = cc = a constant. 

If the points A, A ' ; B, B ' ; .... are real but the involution is ov(*rla]>ping, 
the position of the double points is given by 
,Y-^ = -70 = 66' = cc'=..., 

= and = 

(Wersely if {AA'BC) = {A'AB'G'\ then AA\ BB\ CC' form an 
involution. 

Every point on a line has a conjugate in every involution on the 
line. If the conjugfite of a point a + ia' with respect to an involution, 

K 

constant K, is sought, this point is found to be 

An imaginary involution, i.e. an involution in which the constant is 
a complex quantity and whose centre may be an imaginary point, has a 
pair of imaginary double points, which are equally distant from the 
centre. 

If K + iK' be the constant of the involution, the distances of the 
double points from the centre are 

± y Txi VK+i +k'^-K}, 

where the positive sign has to be given to the square roots. 
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8. Analytical expressions. 

Even/ itnaginarij point hi a real plane whose coordinates are hmiginary is a 
double point of an involution on a real base. 

Let the coordinates of the point be a + ^6 and c-\~id. The equation of the 
straight line joining this iioint to the point whose coordinates ai-e a - ib and c-id is 

^ 1 I 

ii + ih c-\-id 1 =0 

a — ih c^id 1 

01 ‘ 

X y i 
a G 1 = 0 . 

6 0 

This is the equation of a real line passing through the imaginary ])oint. 

The real point («, c) is on this straight line and the distance of the point a + 
c-\-id from this point is i Therefore the point a ib^ c id is a double 

point of the ovcrlai)ping involution on the straight line 

X y I 
a c 1 =0, 
b d 0 ; 

whose centre is the point (#f, c) and whose constant is — (//-d-tZ*-). 

The equation of the real linti through the point + c+id may also be written as 

X — a y — c 

d ‘ 

The preceding shows that the connector of a pair of conjugate imaginary points, 
tlefined as points whose cooi'dinatcs differ only in the sign of the imaginary part, is 
a real straight line. 

Coordinates of an imaginary point. 

Let the coordinates of an imaginary point P 
be .c\ + ix 2 , yi + *y 2 - Construct the i*eal point Q 
(‘^ij y\)‘ Then P may be found by drawing 
thi’ough Q, QN equal to iv^ and from PN 
equal to iy^. Since OM and MQ are real 
0Q= Jxi^+y\^ and since QN and NP are purely 
imaginary QP= i ^^ 2 * d-y*/ 

Hence P may be constructed by measuring 

along OQ^ which makes an angle tan"^ ~ with 
the axis of a length Jx^ +yi^ and afterwards measuring along QP^ which makes 
an angle tari“^ with the axis of jc, an imaginary length i Jx^^+yA 

X‘i 

Let taiia=^, tan and tany— ** so that /3 + y»«^ . 

xt ' Si '' f 2 
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Then the coordinates of P may be written 

tan a + 1^2 tan 

or oTj + iy^ tan y, Xi tan a + iy ,^ . 

OQ and QP may be termed the principal coordinates of the 2 )oint P. 

Analytically the representation of all the points on a straight line (real) is as 
follows : 

If and x^^y^i are any two real points which determine a straight line, the 
coordinates of any real point on the line may be obtained by giving all real values 

to \ in .yi +^ 2^2 j£^ value a+t6, where a and b may have any 

J + A 1 "h A 

real values, the coordinates of all points real or imaginary on the line are of the form 

Xi-^{a+ib)x.i , y^+{a+ih)yi 
l-f(rt+z6) \-\-{a + ih) 


If A' and B, B' be pairs of conjugate imaginai'y points and C and D a pair of 
retd pohits^ then the involution determined by 

(1) A, A* and B, /T, as pairs of conjugate points^ is real and has real double points. 

(2) A, A ' and C, />, as pairs of conjugate points^ is real and has real double points. 

(3) ^1, B and A\ B\ as pairs of conjugate points^ is real. 

Let A, A', 5, /T, (7, 7), be determined by a+iV, a — ia\ 6 + ?7/, b^ih\ c, d. 

Let the centre 0 of the involution be determined by :v. 

(1) In this case OA . OA' —OB . OB'. 


Therefore 


2(a-fe) 


Hence the centre of the involution is real and, as the product of tlie distances of a 
[^lir of conjugate imaginary points from any real point on the line is real and 
positive, the constant of the involution is iK)sitive and the double points are real. 


(2) In this case OA . OA' = OC\ OD. 


Therefore 


a^A'cC'^ — dc 
2a~d-c 


Hence the centre of the involution is real and as in case (1) the double points are real. 


(3) In this case OA . OB = OA ' . OB. 


Therefore 


ah' ■\-ba' 


Hence the centre of the involution is real. The constant of the involution is 
[a — .v) {b-x)- a'b'. This is real. Hence the involution is real. 

From (1) it follows that two pairs of conjugate imaginary points have always a 
pair of real harmonic conjugates. (See also Art. 31 (3).) 

From (2) it follows that a pair of conjugate imaginary points and a pair of real 
}mnts have always a pair of real harmonic conjugates. (See Art. 31 (3).) 

From (3) it follows that two imaginary points have always one pair of harmonic 
conjugates^ which are either a pair of real points or a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 
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9. Imaginary straight lines. 

Def. 4. The locus of the double points {imaginary) of the over- 
lapping involutions in which an overlapping involution pencil {real) is 
cut by real transversals is a pair of imaginary straight lines^ Each 
part of this locus, which is continuous, constitutes an imaginary straight 
line. 

The two straight lines considered as a pair of straight lines are 
termed a pair of conjugate imaginary straight lines. 

Hence it follows that an imaginary straight line is determined by 
an imaginary point, which is a double point of an involution, and a 
real point, the vertex of the involution pencil. The conjugate imaginary 
line is determined by the conjugate imaginary point, the other double 
point of the involution, and by the same real point, the vertex of the 
involution pencil. Hence two conjugate imaginary straight lines differ 
as to their determining eU^ments only in the sign of the imaginary part. 
An imaginary line considered in reference to the involution pencil is 
spoken of as a double ray of the pencil. 

From the definition it also follows that only one imaginary straight 
line passes through a given real and a given imaginary j;)oint. 

The straight line joining the centre of an involution range to the 
vertex of the pencil is called the mean line of the two conjugatcj 
imaginary lines, which join its double points to the vertex of the pencil 
This mean line is real. As there arc an infinite number of involutions 
on the same base which have the same centre, ' there are an infinite 
number of pairs of imaginary straight lines through a given real point 
which have the same mean line. 

Hence given any real point L and any real straight line o through it, 
there are an infinite number of pairs of imaginary straight lines which 
pass through L and which have o as their mean line. Such a system of 
straight lines may be termed an imaginary system centre L, mean 
line 0 , 

It also follows from the definition that every imaginary straight line 
passes through a real point, viz. the vertex of the involution pencil of 
which it is a double ray, and that a pair of conjugate imaginary straight 
lines intersect in a real point, viz. the vertex of the pencil of which 
they are the double rays. 

10. To determine the straight line which joins an imaginary point to 
a real point. 
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Construct the involution of which the imaginary point is a double 
j)oint. (1) If the real point lies on this straight line the required line 
is the real base of the involution. (2) If the real point does not lie on 
the base construct an involution pencil by joining pairs of real conjugate 
points of the involution to the real point. The required line is one of 
the imaginary double rays of this involution pencil. 

To determine the point of intersection of a given imaginart/ straight 
line luitk a given real straight line. 



Let the given imaginary straight line be determined as the connector 
of one of the imaginary double points E of an involution, centre F, con- 
stant — K“, situated on a straight line s, with a real point S. Let s, be 
the given real straight lino. Let F' and TT/ be the points at infinity 
on 8 and s^ resp(*ctively and let ssi be 0, 

Construct Fi and F/ the projections of F and F' from aS on Si, 
Draw SIT" pirallel to s^ to meet s in W\ Take W the conjugate of W' 
in the involution on s. Join IF to S to meet in W^, Then Wi is the 
centre of the involution into which the involution on s is projected from 
/Sf on 6*1. Also Wi F/. Wi Fi = — M\ the constant of this involution on s^. 

Hence, if E be the double point of the involution on s remote from 0, 
the point Ey in which 8E meets Sy is at a distance Vy'Ey from F/ such 
that VyEy^ VyWy — ^WyVy. M\V y , tfac nogativc sign being given to 
the square root since F/TFi is drawn in the opposite direction to VW, 

The following relations hold between the lengths in the figure : 

(а) FM^' . FTT = - K\ TF, Fi . Wy F/ = - M\ 

(б) Since ( F' W'VW) = ( F/ HVFi TFi) and V ' and Wy are at infinity, 

FIF FIF' W'^Y 


Imaginary Straight Lines 


15 


and 


(c) 


VW F,F, VW^ -K^ _j|/s 

TW' ~ ir, V\’ - -K*~ - M- ~ VW'~^ ~ ir.F/* “ ^ (suppose). 

Since (F'ir'OF) = (F/Vr,'OF0. 


OW' . OF/ = Fir . F,F/ = TTIT' . IT, F/ = AW'. A,V,', 
where A and are any pair of real points on s and collincar Avith S. 


If a range composed luholly or pai'tly of imu ginary points be pro- 
jected from a real point by imaginary and real straight lines upon any 
other real straight line so that a second range is formed on this straight 
line, the anharnionic ratios of any four corresponding points of these 
ranges are equal . 

It will be proved that if, as in the preceding, V bci thc^ centre of the 
involution which determines an imaginary point E, and the centre 
of th(i involution which determines the corresponding point then 
W'K , = a constant, where W' and F/ are the points on the two 

bases which in a projection from S correspond to the points at infinity*. 
It will also be shown that this constant is ecpial to the product of the 
distances of any pair of r(;al corresponding points from W' and re- 
spectively. Hence since W' and F/ are fixed points the theorem is 
true. 

In the figure 

W'E = W' V+^V W .TW F/&’. = F/ W, - Vlf^F,. M^,F/ 



= IT' F (1 - V\), = F/ ir. (1 + 


Therefore IF'.fi’ . = WV . F/ IF, (1 - \). 

Hnf 1 X 1 W".r._F.F/ 

Therefore W'E. F//i’, = IK'F. F/F, = WO. F/0 = W'A. Vi A,. 

This theorem may be stated as follows : 

If through any real point a system of real and of imaginary straight 
lines be drawn, these straight lines determine equianharnionic ranges on 
all real transversals. 


It also follows that projective ranges as defined in Art. () are also pro 
jective according to the usual conception. 



16 


The Imaginary in Geometry 

Analsrtical verification of Art. 10. 

Let 8 be the vertex of the pencil and V the centre of the involution on OV, 
Take OV for axis of x and the given real line OV^ for axis of 



Let T' and bo the points at infinity on the axes. Project tlieso from 8 into 
V\ and W. Let SV meet Oy in Tj. 

Then Tand F'are conjugate points of the involution on 0.)\ and therefore \ \ and 
Vx arc conjugate points of the involution on Oy. 

Let Wi lie the centre of the involution on Oy, 

Then MV and are conjugate points of the involution on {>//, and M'^and M’' arc 
conjugate iioints of the involution on 0.r. 

Since 8 is a given point, 0 W {1) and 0 IV given. 


Also the constant of involution on Ox{-h'^) is given and the point 


Hence O = a + — , 
a-V 


OWi^ 


m (A^+r/2 — 


and OVx~ 


ma 
n — V 


Therefore 


\\W{ = 


— mW^ 


and 1VMV = 


}iil {a - 1) 


Hence — AP the constant of the involution on Oy is - 




Hence the distances of the double points of the two involutions from O are re- 
spectively a -I- 16, a — and 


( 62 -fa®— . mlh m(b^-^a^ — iil) . mlh 

ft»+(a-<)* ■'6*+(a-7y“’ 

But the line joining 8 {I, m) to (a+i6, 0) meets Oy in a point distant 

m (a® + 6® — al) — wihl 
{a-iy^+b‘^ 

from 0, This shows that the geometrical construction of Art. 10 agrees with the 
analytical conception of an imaginary straight line. 
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If E and Ei be collinear double points 

and WE^a - 1 + ih. 

V{E\, WE=^ml^ which is a constant for all involutions. This confirms the 
result of Art. 10. 

11. To determine the straight line connecting any two imaginary 
points. 

Construct the two involutions of which the two given imaginary 
points are each respectively a double point. 

(1) If the two involutions have the same base* this real line is the 
connector of the two imaginary points. 

(2) If the two involutions have different bases, these involutions are 
in real persjicctive in two ways (Art. [60]) and in one of these perspectives 
the two given imaginary points are corresponding points. The required 
imaginary straight line is the connector of the C(*ntre of this perspec- 
tive, which is real, with luther of the two given imaginary points. 

From this it follows that only one stra/ight line can he drawn to join 
two imaginary points and that it passes through a real point, viz., one of 
the centres of perspective of the involutions, and therefore no tiuo imaginary 
straight lines can include a space. 

To determine the pioint of intersection of any two imaginary straight 
lines. 

Construct the two involution pencils of which the two given imagin- 
ary straight lines are each respectively a double ray. 

(1) If the two involution pencils have a common vertex, this vertex, 
which is real, is the point of intersection of the lines. 

(2) If the two involution pencils have different vertices, these invo- 
lutions are in real perspective in two ways (correlative of Art. [60]) and 
in one of these perspectives the two given imaginary lines are corre- 
sponding rays. The point of intersection of these lines is therefore a 
double point of the overlapping involution determined by the two invo- 
lution pencils on one of their real axes of perspective. 

Hence two imaginary straight lines intersect in only one poitd and 
this point lies on a real straight line, viz., one of the axes of perspective 
of the determining involutions. 


u. 1. G. 


2 
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12. Summary of properties 
lines. 

( 1 ) Every ivmginary point con - 
tains one and only one real straight 
line. 

This line is the base of the in- 
volution of which the imaginary 
point is a double point and it is 
the connector of the point and its 
conjugate imjiginary point. There 
can be no other real straight line 
through the point for, if there were, 
the point would be a real point. 

(2) The connector of a pair of 
conjugate imaginary points is real. 

(3) Every real straight line, 
that contains an hnaijinavy point, 
contains its conjugate. 

(4) A n imagin ary straigh t line 
meets all real straight lines in inui- 
ginary points except those which pass 
through its one real point. 

(5) The connector of a pair of 
imaginary jmnts is real or imagin- 
ary; if real it contains the conjugates 
of both the j>oints. 

(0) A system of real and ima- 
ginary points on a 7'eal straight line 
is projected from a real point, not 
on the line, upon another' real 
straight line, mto a system in which 
real points correspond to real points 
and imaginar'y points to imaginary 
points. 

(7) The connector of a pair of 
imaginai'y points and the connector 
of their conjugate imaginai'y points 


of imaginary points and straight 

Every imaginary sti'aight line 
contains one and only one real 
point. 

This point is the vertex of the 
involution pencil of which the ima- 
ginary line is a double ray and it is 
the point of intersection of the lino 
and its conjugate imaginary line. 
There can be no other real point on 
the straight line for, if there were, 
the line would be a real straight line. 

The point of intersection of a pair 
of conjugate imaginary straight lines 
is real. 

Every real point, that contains 
an imaginary straight line, contains 
its conjugate. 

The only real points, the con- 
nectors of which to an imaginary 
point are real, are those which lie 
on- the one real line through the point. 

The intersection of a. pair of 
imaginary lines is I'eal or imagin- 
ary; if real it contains the conjugates 
of both the lines. 

A system of real and imaginary 
straight lines through a real point is 
cut by a real transversal in points 
which, when connected to another 
real point, give real straight lines 
corresponding to real straight lines 
and imaginai'y straight lines to 
imaginary straight lines. 

The point of intersection of a pair 
of hnaginary sti'aight lines and the 
2 )oint of intersection of their con- 
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are conjugate imaginary straight 
lines. 

(8) The imaginary double points 
of an involution are harmonic con- 
jugates of every pair of conjugate 
points of the involution. 

(9) If a pair of conjugate ima- 
ginary points coincide, they coincide 
in a real point. 


jugate imaginary lines are conjugate 
imaginary points. 

The imaginary double rays of an 
involution pencil are harmonic con- 
jugates of every pair of conjugate 
rays of the involution peruyiL 

If a pair of conjugate imaginary 
lines coincide, they coincide in a real 
line. 


13. In two projective pencils vjith real vertices, which have two pairs 
of real corresponding rays, all pairs of corresponding rays, real or 
imaginary, intersect on a straight line {I'eal) if the ray joining the vertices 
of the pencils is a self-corresponding ray. 

Let <S and S* be the vertices of the pencils. Then by Art. [34], the 
real pairs of self-corresponding rays intersect on a straight line s. Let 
an imaginary ray e of the first pencil meet s at J? and the corresponding 
imaginary ray of the second pencil e' meet s at E\ Let the two pairs 
of real corresponding rays meet s iu A, B and let SS' meet s in C. 

Then (ABCE) = (A BCE'). 

Therefore by Art. 5, E and E' coincide and e and e meet on s. 

Correlatively it may be proved that if the point of intersection of the 
real bases of two projective ranges, which have two pairs of real coirespond- 
ing elements, is a self-corresponding paint, the connectors of aU pairs of 
corresponding points of the ranges {real or imaginary) pass through a 
real point. 


If two imaginary lines are corresponding rays of two projective 
pencils with three pairs of corresponding real rays, the two imaginary 
.straight lines of which they are conjugate imaginary lines are also cor- 
responding rays of the pencils. 

Let e and e be the first pair of corresponding imaginary lines of the 
pencils. By Art. [37], displace the pencils so that they are in per- 
spective. Then e and e' will intersect on s, the axis of perspective. The 
point ee^ is then an imaginary point since the vertices of the pencils are 
the real points on e and e. But 5 is a real straight line. Hence it 
passes through the conjugate imaginary point of ee'. Hence the con- 
nectors of this point to the vertices of the pencils, i.e., the conjugate 
imaginary lines of e and e\ are corresponding rays of the pencils. 


2—2 
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Correlatively it may be proved that if Uoo imaginary points are 
coi'responding points of two projective ranges with three pairs of corre- 
spovding real points, their conjugate imaginary points are also corre- 
sponding points of the projective ranges, 

14. The triangle. 

The different types of triangles which may occur are as follows, viz.: 


(1) Real Triangle. A triangle 
consisting of three real vertices de- 
termining three real sides. 

(2) iiemi-real Triangle. A tri- 
angle consisting of one real vertex 
and two conjugate imaginary ver- 
tices (on a real line) determining a 
pair of conjugate imaginary lines 
(for two sides) and a real line for 
the third side (on which the pair 
of conjugate imaginary vertices are 
situated). 

(3) An imaginary Triangle, 
type (a). A triangle consisting of 
one real vertex and two imaginary 
points situated on a real line de- 
teriuiniiig one real side (on which 
the imaginjiry vertices are situ- 
ated) and a pair of imaginary sides 
passing through the real vertex. 

(4) An imaginary Triangle, 
type (6). A triangle consisting of 
a j)air of conjugate imaginary ver- 
tices and a third imaginary vertex, 
determining one real side (joining 
the pair of conjugate imaginary 
vertices) and a pair of imaginary 
sides. 

(5) An imaginary Triangle, 
type (c). A triangle consisting of 
three imaginary vertices, deter- 
mining three imaginary sides. 


Real Triangle. A triangle con- 
sisting of three real lines deter- 
mining three real vertices. 

Hemi-real Triangle. A triangle 
consisting of one real side and two 
conjugate imaginary sides (meeting 
in a real point) determining a pair 
of conjugate imaginary vertices 
(lying on the real side) and one 
real vertex (being the point of in- 
tersection of the pair of conjugate 
imaginary lines which form a pair 
of sides). 

A n imaginary Triangle, type (a). 
A triangle consisting of one real 
side and a pair of imaginary sides 
passing through a real point, de- 
termining on(‘ real vertex (through 
which the pair of imaginary sides 
pass) and a pair of imaginary ver- 
tices on the real side. 

A n imaginary Tiiangle, type(6). 
A triangle consisting of a pair of 
conjugate imaginary sides and a 
third imaginary side, determining 
one real vertex (being the point of 
intersection of the conjugate ima- 
ginary sides) and a pair of imagin- 
ary vertices. 

A n imaginary Triangle, type (c). 
A triangle consisting of three im- 
aginary sides, determining three 
imaginary vertices. 
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In all the above cases, except case (4), the triangle and that given 
by the correlative construction are of the saipe nature. 


15. Extension of Menelaus’ theorem. 

I. If on imaginary straight line meets one side of a real tHangle in 
a real point and the other two sides in imaginary points, the product of 
the ratios of these points, with respect to the tinangle, is tmity. 

This may at once be deduced from Art 10. For if a real straight 
line be drawn through S to meet s and s^ in A and the triangle OAAt 
will be a real triangle and the imaginary straight line SEE^ is a straight 
line which meets two of the sides in imaginary points E and and 
the third side in a real point S, 

It follows from Art. 10 that 


{OAEW') = {OA,E,oo\ 


Therefore 


But 


OW' _A,S 
AW'~ AS ’ 


Therefore 


OE OW' _ OE, 
AE ' AW' A\Ef 


by similar triangles. 

OE AS A,E, 

A 'E * A,S * OE, ~ • 


The theorem iiifiy also be proved iiidepeudeiitly as follows : 

Take a real triangle ABC. Let Af, 
and Ac be the conjugate points of B 
and Cm an involution (with iinaginaiy 
double points) on BC. 

Take any real point S on A B. F roiii 
S project Ac and Ai, into Be and Ba- 
Then the involution B, Ai, C, ^le i« 
projected from S into ^1, C, B^. 

Let the ratios of Ac^ Aj, be a' and a 
and of Be, be 1/ and h. Then the 
ratios, x and y, of the double points of the involutions are given by 

— 2:ra' + aa'=0 

and y^-2yh +hh' =0. (See Art. [61] Ex. (7).) 

If c be the ratio of S then 

cah= 1 and ca'b' = l 

The double points are given by 

(x-a'y^=a' (a' -a) 

(y- 6)2 = 5 (/>-&'), 

.•. .r=a' ± Va' (rt' — a), y=6 + ^/6(6 — 6'). 



( 1 ) 
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But from ( 1 ) ~ = « = ~- = X supi)ose, 

^ ' a h cab 7 

^=tt' + ya'*(r^X), y=b±Jmy-'K). 

Let .r,=«'(l + v/l-X), yi = 6(l-Vl-X); 

_/L 

a'6(l - 1 +X)=fe'6X = ^^, 

Similarly if .r2 = a'(l- J\ -X), y2=b{\ + 

tluiii -^’2^2 ^■= 1 - 

II; If an imaginary straight line meets the sides of a real triangle 
in three imaginary points, then the product of the ratios of these points 
with respect to the triangle is unity. 



Take any real triangle A HC, Draw through R any real transversal 
to meet AC in A^ and the imaginary line SByA^ in Ci, where S is real. 
Let the ratios of A^, 6’, referred to the triangle A^BC be x, y, z. 

AS 


Let 


BS 


= c. 


Then from the triangle A BC 

CB, , GB, AoB, , A,B, . 


rtiid from ABAo 


BCi A^B^ - 1 or c - - 1 

A,C,- AB,~ z' AB, 


.(ii) 
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Dividing the expressions (i) and (ii) 

1 

xy 

xyz^l. 

Hence the imaginary line meets the sides of the triangle of 

reference AqBC in three points (imaginary) for which Menelaus’ 
theorem holds. 

16. Extension of Ceva’s theorem. 

I. If the connector of any imaginary point to one of the vertices of 
a real triangle is real, the product of the ratios of the three points in 
which its connectors to the vertices meet the opposite sides of the triangle 
is — 1. 



Let P be the imaginary point and let AP^ BP, CP, meet the opposite 
sides of the triangle in A R, C\ Let BPR be real. 1 )raw A Q parallel 
to liC to meet BB' in Q. Join CQ to meet AB in Q\ 

Then {A . BRPQ) = {BCA' oo ). 

But {G,BRPQ) = {BAC'Qfy 

Therefore ( BCA' qo ) = (BAC'Q'). 

BA' B(r BQ' 
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Therefoni 




BG' CA' _ nq _ GB' 
AC BA' Aq^AQ B'A' 

BG’ c^Air __ 

AG' BA’ GB' “ ■ 


IJ. The connectors of an imaginary point to the vertices of a real 
triangle meet the opposite sides in three points the product of whose ratios 
with reference to the triangle is — 1. 

Let P be the imaginary point and let the connectors of this point 
with the vertices of the triangle ABG meet the sides in A', B', G', 



respectively. Let the real line through the point P meet the sides in 
Aq, Bof Go- Join GGo and AAq. Let a, 6, c be the ratios of A', B', G' 
respectively. Let GP and BP meet AAo in Q and R respectively. 
Then from the triangle AAqG by L 

AQ GBo 

AoQ' GA' A Bo ’ 


and from the triangle AAqB hy Menelaus’ theorem 


Therefore 


AoQW AC 

AQ AoG BG’^'^ ^ 

AoA' GBo BG _ 

CA''ABo'AoU 


(I) 


Similarly from the triangle AA^B by I. 

A„R AC\ BA' ^ 
AR • BCo AoA' 
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and from the triangle AAoChy Mcnelaus’ theorem 

AR A,B CR _ 
AoR’'CB AR~'^^- 
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BA' 4c. 
A.A^’BCo' GB ~ 


.(II) 


Therefore 

Hence multiplying together (I) and (II) 

BA' GBoACoAaB 

’"■^'CA' AB, BGoAoC~'^ 

Hence a.6.c = — 1. 

Therefore Ceva’s theorem holds for a real triangle. 

It may be shown as follows from the first tiase of Mcnelaus’ theorem, which has 
been proved independently of this result (Art. 15), that the anharmonic ratios of 
two partly imaginary ranges obtained by pro- 
jection from a real point are equal. 

Let two imaginary lines be drawn through 
a real fioint C' on the side ^47? of a real triangle 
A BC to meet the two other sides in B\ A' and 
A". 

Let the ratios of C\ B\ B" be 
e, h' + 

respectively. 

Then the ratios of ^1' and A" (by the exten- 
sion of Menelaus’ theorem) arc 

1 


Therefore* 


c(6'+rt,') c(6"+7<.,") 

{lit A A 



1 1 
c(6'+i6,') • c(6''+i6,'') 

={h"+ib(') : {h'+iW) 

CB" CR 
AR' ' AR 
= {ACRR'). 

It dexjs not follow, and it is not true, that the rciil portions of the determining 
elements of points on one range are projected into the real portions of the determining 
elements of points on the other range. This is only true when the cutting linos are 
tiarallel. 


17. The quadrangle and quadrilateral. 

There are various kinds of quadrangles and quadrilaterals which 
differ with the nature of the four points and the four straight lines 
which determine them. 
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The most important of these are the real quadrangle and quadri- 
lateral and the semi-real quadrangle and quadrilateral. The latter are 
constructed as follows: 


Semi-real Quadrangle. 

Kind, 

Two piirs of conjugate imagin- 
ary points {A, A' and /?, B*) deter- 
mine 

(1) a pair of real lines and two 
pairs of conjugate imaginary lines; 

(2) three real points, being the 
points of intersection of the three 
pairs of lines. 



In the figure the lines 
AA\ BB' are real, 

AB\ BA' are conjugate 
imaginary lines, 

AB, A'B' are conjugate 
imaginary lines. 

Ej F, G are real, since the inter- 
s(»ctions of conjugate imagin- 
ary lines ai-e real, and are the 
diagonal points of the quad- 
rangle. 


Semi-real Quadrilateral, 

Two pairs of conjugate imagin- 
ary lines (a, a! and b, b') determine 

( 1 ) a pair of real points and two 
pairs of conjugate imaginary points ; 

(2) three real lines, being the 
connectors of the three pairs of 
points. 



In the figure the points 
aa\ bV are real, 
ub\ ba' are conjugate 
imaginary points, 
ab, aW are conjugate 
imaginary points. 
e,fyg are real, since the connectors 
of conjugate imaginary points 
are real, and are the diagonals 
of the quadrilateral. 
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2nd Kind. 

A pair of imaginary conjugate 
}X)ints (A, A') and a pair of real 
points {By G) determine 

(1) a pair of real lines and two 
pairs of imaginfiry lines ; 

(2) three points, one of which 
is real, the other two conjugate 
imaginary points. 

(A) 



In the figure 

A A' and CB are real, 

AB and A'C are imaginary, 

A^B and AC are imaginary. 

The point E is real. 

The lines'jSA , BA' and CA, CA' 
are pairs of conjugate imaginary 
lines and therefore their points of 
intersection G and F are conjugate 
imaginary points. Hence the line 
GF is real and EG, EF are con- 
jugate imaginary lines. 

If in the previous case the pair 
of conjugate imaginary points B 
and B' and the pair of real points 
G and F arc looked upon as the 
determining points, the diagonal 
I^oints triangle is A A'O. 


A pair of conjugate imaginary 
lines {a, a') and a pair of real lines 
(by c) determine 

(1) a pair of real points and 
two pairs of imaginary points ; 

(2) three lines, one of which is 
real, and the other two a 2:)air of 
conjugate imaginary lines. 



In the figure 

ad and be are real, 
ah and dc are imaginary, 
db and ac are imaginary. 

The line e is real. 

The points ir/, bd and cu, cd 
are pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points and therefore their con- 
nectors g and /are conjugate ima- 
ginary lines. Hence the point gf 
is real and egy ef are conjugate 
imaginaiy points. 

If in the previous case the pair 
of conjugate imaginary lines b and 
b' and the pair of real lines g and 
/ are looked upon as the determin- 
ing lines, the diagonal triangle con- 
sists of tt, d and the connector of 
gf to bh\ 
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For the construction of the diagonal points triangle of a semi-real 
quadrangle and of the diagonal triangle of a semi-real quadrilateral, see 
Art. [ 60 ]. 

18. Harmonic property of a semi-real quadrangle. 

In a semi-real quadrangle the ranges determined on a real side or on 
a real side of the diagonal points tHangle are harmonic. 



Case I. Let A, A' and /i, B' be two pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points and let 

AA'.BB' be G, 

AB' .BA' helJ, 

AB.A'B'heF. 

Let BF meet AA' and BB' in L and M. 

The ranges L, A, A' and Cr, ilf, B', B are in perspective with tlie 
real point E as centre of perspective. 

Therefore {GLA A') = {GMB^B). 

Similarly the ranges Cr, M, B', B and Cr, i, A', A are in perspective 
with thc‘ real point F as centre of perspective. 

Therefore {GMB'B) = (GLA'A). 

Hence {GLAA') = {GLA'A) and therefore the range GLAA' is 
harmonic. 

Since E and F are the centres of perspective of the involutions on 
GL and GM the range LMEF is harmonic. (Art. [ 60 ].) 

Case II. Thi' real points E, F and the pair of conjugate imaginary 
points B, B' determine a semi-real quadrangle of the second kind in 
which the ranges on the real lines are as above harmonic. 

The harmonic property of a semi-real quadrilateral may be proved 
in a similar manner. 
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19. Involution property of a semi-real quadrangle. 

The three pairs of opposite sides of a semi-real quadrangle are cut by 
any real transversal in three pairs of conjugate points of an involution. 

Case I. Let the quadrangle be determined by a pair of real points 
A and B and a pair of conjugate imaginary points A' and B\ Then in 
the figure the points G and F are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 



Let the transversal meet the pairs of opposite sides of the quadrangle 
as in the figure in XX\ YY\ ZZ'. The point is a real point. Pro- 
jecting the range A'B'EY' from the real points A and B it follows that 

{XZ’ FF) = (ZX'YT) = (X'ZY' F). 

Hence (Art. 7), XX \ FF', ZZ' form an involution. 

By Art. 8 the involution is real. 

Case II. The quadrangle determined by A'B'GF is a quadrangle 
determined by two pairs of conjugate imaginary points. Let GF meet 
the transversal in W. 

By Case I the quadrangle A, B, G, F, determines an involution XZy 
X'Z\ YW on the transversal, therefore {XZX'Yj — {ZXZ'W). 

By Case I the quadrangle A, B, A\ B' determines an involution XX' , 
YY', ZZ' on the transversal, therefore {XZX'Y) = (X'Z'XY'). 
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Hence {X'Z'X F' ) = {ZXZ' W). 

Therefore ZX*, XZ\ Y'W form an involution. But these are the 
three pairs of points in which the opposite sides of the quadrangle A'B'GF 
are met by the transversal. Hence the theorem is proved. 

By Art. 8 this involution is real and has real double points. 

The involution property of a semi-real quadrilateral may be proved 
in a similar manner. 

Conjugate points with respect to a semi-real ipiadrangle and conjugate 
lines with respect to a semi-real quadrilatei'al. 

From the prectiding the construction for the conjugate points ot 
real points with respect to a semi-real quadrangle may be deduced as 
in Art. [57]. The conjugates of real lines with respect to a semi-real 
quadrilateral may be constructed by the correlative method. 

20. Any tivo real involutions of different kinds in the same plane 
are in imaginary plane perspective, the real branch of each corresponding 
to the imaginary branch of the other. 



and C** the conjugate imaginary points which are the double points of 
the other involution. 
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Then, from the properties of the semi-real quadrangle the 

points S and S' are a pair of conjugate imaginary points and the line 
SS' is real. 

Take the real triangle ABC as triangle of reference. 

Let P', P" be two real points on ACy whose ratios p' and p" are such 
that pp"=K\ being the constant of the involution of AC, Let — 
be the constant of the involution on AB, Then the ratios of S and S' are 


+ ^ and — ^ . (Art. [ 60 ].) 


Let the imaginary lines SP' and SP" meet AH at Q' and (/'. 
Then the ratios of Q' and Q" are 


and (byMeneiaiis theorem). 


Therefore the product of the ratios of Q' and Q" is 


- ^ 
PP 



Therefore Q\ (/' an* a pair of imaginary conjugate points of the involu- 
tion on AB, 


21. Projective ranges and pencils. 


(a) If a range of points, real 
and imaginary, situated on a real 
sti'aight line be projected from an 
imaginary point upon a real straight 
line the two ranges so obtained are 
equi an h anno nic. 



If a pencil of rays, real and 
imaginary, passing through a real 
vertex, be cut by an imaginary trans- 
versal and the range so found be pro- 
jected from a real point, the two 
pencils .s’o formed are equian har- 
monic. 
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Let the range of points situated 
on a real line s be (7, A\ A", A '" — 
Let S be the imaginary point which 
is the centre of projection. Draw 
BA the real line through S to meet 
.s in B, Let the projections of A\ 
A\ A"\ B... on be B\ B \ if"', 
Af.,. and let the ratios of the points 
A\ A", A"\ . . with respect to BC be 
a, a", a"..., those of Zf', if", B"'..., 
with respect to CA, b\ 6", i'"..., 
and that of S with respect t«» 
^IB, c*. 

Then by Art. 1 o 

a'b'c= I =a"6"c;. 
a' 

• • a" ■" // ’ , 

{BCA'A")=(CAB"B') 

= (ACB7f"), 
so {BGA'A"') = (AC]rB'''l 

. ■. (CA'A"A'") = (CB'B"jr\ 

{A' A" A"' A"") = (7f'if"if"'if""). 


Let the pencil of rays through 
the real point S be o, a', a", a"'.... 
Let s be the imaginary line which 
cuts them in 0, C\ (7", (7"'. . 0 being 
the real point on this line. Let the 
connectors of 0, G\ (7", (7'"... to S' 
be t, h\ b", b'". . . . Take OSB as tri- 
angle of reference. Let the ratios of 
the intersections of a , a", a ", . . with 
OS' be a/, a/', a/" . . . and the ratios 
of the intersections of 6', 6" b'" . . . 
with OS be 6/, bi", b”' ... and thir 
ratio of the point of intersection of 
OG' with SS' be 

Then a/6/si = - 1 = by 

Art. IG, 



therefore as on the left-hand side 
the ranges determined by the pencils 
on the real transversals OS' and OS 
are eqiiianharmonic and therefore 
the pencils are equianharmonic. 


If a system of real and imaginary points on a real straight line be 
joined to a real point (Art. 10) or to an imaginary point (Art. 21) the 
pencil so formed is cut by real transversals in projective ranges. Two 
pencils so cut bjj real transvei'sals in projective ranges are said to be 
projective. 

As in Art. [34] it can be shown that if two projective ranges on real 
bases have the point of intersection of their bases for a self -corresponding 
point, the ranges are in plane perspective, Correlatively, if two projective 
pencils with real vertices have the connector of their vertices for a self- 
corresponding ray the pencils are in plane perspective, i.e. the pairs of 
corresponding rays intersect on a straight line. These are extensions of 
Art. 13. 

(6) 2\uo supeiposed projective ranges on the same real basCy and also 
two superposed projective pencils with the same real vertex, have two self-- 
corresponding elements. 
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Consider two superposed ranges determined by points A, B, C and 
A\ C\ real or imaginary. Let V be the point of the first, which 
corresponds to the point at infinity of the second, and W* the point of 
the second which corresponds to the point at infinity of the first. 

Then • {ABVoq) = {A'B' oo 

AV_B'W' 

BV~A'W'' 

. • . AV , A' W = BVsB'W' = constant = + iK' (suppose). 

If P be a self-corresponding point of the ranges, then 
PV,PW' = K + iK\ 

Let the distances of F, W' and P from a given point of the base bo 
a -I- ia\ b -f ib' and x respectively. Then 

(a? — tt — ia) (x — b — ib') = if + iK\ 

As this is a quadratic equation in x, there are two values of x and 
therefore two self-corresponding points. Since two superposed projective 
pencils are cut by a real transversal in two superposed projective ranges, 
two superposed pencils have two self-corresponding rays. 

22. Real involution pencil. 

If the pairs of conjugate points, real and imaginary, of a real involu- 
tion range on a base s be joined to a real or an imaginary point S, the 
pencil so formed is cut by real transversals in ranges, which are pro- 
jective with the ranges formed by the corresponding points of the given 
involution (Art. 21). Hence the pencil fs cut by all real transversals in 
involutions and is therefore said to form an involution pencil. 

If a pair of conjugate points A, A' of the involution on s coincide, 
their projections on any real transversal coincide, and therefore the 
double rays of the involution pencil are obtained by joining to the vertex 
of the pencil the double points of the involution range and are therefore 
real or imaginary. 

If the vertex S of the pencil is real, the involution pencil always has 
a real branch and is said to form a real involution pencil. 

If two pairs of the real conjugate rays of an involution pencil with 
a real vertex S are at right angles every pair of real conjugate rays of 
the pencil are at right angles (Art. [58]). If through another real point S' 
two other pairs of rays, parallel to the rays which meet at S, be drawn 
they will be at right angles. The rays of the pencil vertex S' being 

3 


H. I. G. 
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parallel to the rays of the pencil vertex S meet the line at infinity in 
the same two pairs of points and will therefore determine the same 
involution on the line at infinity. The double rays of both pencils are 
obtained by joining the double points of this involution — termed the 
circular pwnts at infinity — to S and S\ The lines joining 8 and 8* to 
the circular points at infinity are termed the critical lines of 8 and S\ 
Real lines, which are at right angles, are therefore harmonic conjugates 
of the critical lines through their point of intersection. There are also 
through 8 and aV' pairs of imaginary conjugate rays of the same involu- 
tion pencils. These jxiirs of rays are also harmonic conjugates of the 
critical lines and are defined as imaginary lines which are at light angles. 
Hence, if an imaginary line passes through 8, there is through 8 one 
imaginary line perpendicular to it, viz. its harmonic conjugate with 
regard to the critical lines through 8. 

Similarly, if 8 be an imaginary point, there are a pair of critical lines 
through it, which are the connectors of aS' to the circular points at infinity. 
Pairs of lines through 8 which are at right angles are defined as being 
harmonic conjugates of these critical lines. 

If ^ = X be fin imaginary line through the origin and y = Mx be the line 

perpendicular to it, then .since these lines are harmonic conjugates of the critical 
lines, whose equation is (see Art. 78), 

1 + A[{ni + M) = 0, 

23. Anhanuonic ratio of pentils subtended by points in the same plane 
at a real or purely imaginary point. 

(1) If four real points A, C, D are joined to a real point S the anharmomr 
ratio of the pencil so formed is real. This is obvious. 

(2) If two pairs of conjugate imaginary points A, A\ B, B are joined to a real 
point aV, the anharmonic ratio of the pencil so fm'med is real. 

Let the lines AA\ BB meet at 0. Then OA and OA arc of the form rt+m' 
and a - ia\ 

From Sy B and B project into a pair of conjugate imaginary points Bi and B( 
on OAA'. Hence the form of OB^ and 0B{ is h-\rih\ h-ih\ 

Hence the anharmonic ratio of the pencil {8. A ABB) is 

a-\-ia! -h-ih* a-hiV — 6 + 
a-ia! — ‘ n — ?a' — 6 + 

_ (a -6)2 +(^'-67-* 

-(a-'6)2+(a' + 67* 



Anharmonic Ratios 


35 


(3) If a pair of conjugate imaginary points A' and a pair of real points C 

he joined to a real point S, the anharmonic ratio K-^-iK' of the pencil (iS. AA*B(J) is 
svoh that = 1 . 

If in the preceding B and H are a xmir of real points they project from S into a 
pair of real points B\ and on OA . 

Let {AA'BxC,)^K^iK\ 

Then, since A and A' are conjugate imaginary points, 

{A'AByC{)^K-iK\ 

Therefore ^ 

(4) If four purely imaginary points A, 6’, D are joined to a purely imaginary 
point S, the anhai'^nonic ratio of the pencil so formed is real. 

This is obvious since the ratio of two purely imaginary quantities is real. 

(5) If two pairs of conjugate imaginary pointa A, A' and B, B are joined to a 
purely imaginary point Sj the anharmonic ratio of the pencil so formed is real. 

This result follows from (2) by substituting ia\ ih, ill etc. for «, a', 6, 6' etc. 

When looked at from the purely imaginary point of view the determining quan- 
tities for a pair of conjugate imaginary points arc ia--h and ia + 6, i.e. the imaginary 
parts are the same and they diflbr in the sign of the real part. 

(6) If a pair of conjugate imaginary points A, A' and a pair (f purely imaginary 
points C he joined to a purely imaginary point *S', the anhfmnonir ratio KA'iK' of 
the pencil (S. AA'BC) is such that 

The values of {AA'BiCi) and (A'ABiCi) will in this case 1)0 the same as in ca.se 
(3) except that all the quantities determining the position of the 2 )oints aj'e multi [died 
by i. This quantity will divide out in the expressions for the anharmonic ratios and 
therefore K and K' are as in (3), i.e. 1, 


A quantity K-\-iK\ wh^'e can he expi'essed as the quotient of two 

conjugate imaginary quantities. 


Let 

Then if 
But 


_ A + iB _ - B^)^-2iAB 

^’^^^-A-iB~ A^^B' • 

A— and JT — K ■\rK — 1. 


Since K<\y because + iT' *= 1, this expressicni is positive whether K is i^ositive 
■ negative. Therefore ^ = 


Hence 


Vl + A'-iyl —A 


3--2 
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24 . Condition that tke anharmonic ratio of four collinear points may he real. 

Let the four i)ointB Dh^ deteniiined by distances a-\-ia\ h + ih'^ c + ic'^ 

d + id' measured from an origin on the straight line. 


Let 


o-c h-c fy_ h-d 

W-d' oi-d'' "=b'-d" 


Then : Jgj = A'+iA" (suppose). 


If K'sO and Jf' represents the expression in tke first bracket 
if'(d +i)(J)+i)=K(^B+0(C+i). 

Hence 1)=A’(2?C'-1) and if'(.<l+7)) = A'(jB+<7). 

Therefoi-e A . B .0. D. + -- = jB+f?- A~D. (1 ) 

Hence it may be shown that the requircil condition is 

1111 

abed 
A= =0. 

a' b' d d 

a2+a'2 + 


25 . lielatvone connecting the anharmonic ratios of collinear imaginary points. 
In the general case with the notation of Art. 24 

M' {A + i) (/>+i) = {K+iK') {B + i) {C+i). 

Therefore 2if' (^1 Z> - 1) = A" (/?( 7 — 1) - K' (B + C) 

and M' (A + 7>) =7^ (5+ C)+K' (BC-^ 1 ). 

Hence it may be proved that 




and 


{{b-cf + (b'^dn {(a-dy^+{d-dy} f(b,a).f{a,d) 

^ f{b,c).f{a,d) 


(suppose)... (2) 


.(3) 

.(4) 


Hence A'= c)f{a, d) md)f{a, c)- • •• 

If A" = 0 the anharmonic ratio of the four points and their conjugate imaginary 
points are equal and 

/(a,c)./(6,rf) 

/(6,c)./(a,d)‘ 

This is the result obtained by making A zero in (4). 

Let/(a,6)./(c,d)s^r, /(a,c)./(6,d)s^„ f{a,d).f(b,c)sSi. 

^ St+S^-S 2SiSi+2SSy + 2S.%-Si^-St^-S>‘ 

Then K , 

K'=^ , 4A»=2SiSt+2SSi + 2SSi-Si*-Si»-S». 

O2 


and since 



Hence it is seen that 
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2S, 


Sv 


(ABDO-- -tg^ 




and so on, where 4^2 = 2SSi + + 2*8", - >^ 2 ^ 

If a' = 6' = c' = (f' = 0 the corresponding formulae for real points are obtiiined. 


26. Projection fVom a real point on a real plane. 

(a) Any pair of real points and any pair of conjugate imaginary 
points can by a real projection be pi'ojected into any pair of real points 
and any pair of conjugate imaginary points, if the two systems are each 
cojdanar. 

Let A, B, Cl and Co be a pair of real points and a pair of conjugate 
imaginary points in a plane) a and A', B\ C^ and C^ any pair of real 
points and any pair of conjugate imaginary points in a plane a. 

Take any real plane a* through A' and any centre of projection 
(real) S on AA\ Project the figure in the plane a from 8 on a\ Thus 
a figure in plane o*" is obtained, viz. A\ B", Ci\ C/' in which Ci' and C^ 
are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

Let A'B' and C^C^ meet at E' and let A'B'^ and CfC^' meet at E\ 
Then E' and E" are real points. 

Since A' RE' and A'B"E” are coplanar HB" and E'E" meet at a real 
point S'. Project the figure in <r" from S' upon a plane a'" through the 
line A'RE\ Then a figure A\ B\ E\ Cf\ Ci" is obtained in the 
plane <r'". 

Since 6V, C^ and f?/", C^'' are two pairs of conjugate points in a plane 
(Cl' (7a' and Cf'C^'" are concurrent at E') therefore CiCf and C^Cf meet 
at a real point S". 

Projecting the figure in <r'" from S" on a the figure A'B'E'Ci'C^ is 
obtained. Hence the first system of points has been projected into the 
second. 

It should be noticed that Ci may be projected into C/ or Ca', and the 
point (7a into the other point. 
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The preceding is equivalent to proving that any two points and an in- 
volution in one plane may be projected into any two given points and a 
given involution in another plane. 

(6) To prefect two pairs o f conjugate imaginary points in one plane 
into any two pairs of conjugate imaginary points in another plane. 

Let Aiy A 2 and Bo be any two pairs of conjugate imaginary points 
in the plane a- and A(, A.^ and B.J any two pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points in the plane a. 

Let A^A .2 and B^B^ meet at E and A^'A^ and meet at E\ 

Then E and E' are real. Take a centre of projection 8 on EE' and 
project the figure in the plane a upon a plane a” which passes through E'. 

Then A^y become a pair of conjugate imaginary points A", An' in 

and become a pair of conjug<ate imaginary points Bn' in <r" 

and E becomes E' . 

Since 5/', Bf and 5,', B^ meet at E' they are in a plane and the lines 
B^Bi' and B^Bf being conjugate imaginary lines in this plane meet at 
a real point 8\ Take a plane a" through the line B^'BnE' and project 
the figure in the plane a" from S' upon this plane. 

Then Afy Af, collinear with E\ become a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points Af\ A^' in a" collinear with E'\ B^\ B.^' become the pair of con- 
jugate imaginary points JS/, B./ and E' remains the point E\ 

Since -4/", A.f' and A^y A^ are collinear with E' they lie in a plane 
and therefore the conjugate imaginary lines Af'A^ and A^"A.i meet in 
a real point S" . 

If the figure in the plane <r'" be projected from 8" upon the plane 
Oy the pair of conjugate imaginary points A^'\ Af are projected into 
the points -4/, A^. 

Hence the required real projection has been performed. 

27. Semi-real square. 

A semi-real square of the first kind is determined by two pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points situated on two real straight lines, which 
are at right angles, the distances, imaginary, of the four points 
from the point of intersection of these lines being equal. 

In the figure A and A' and B and E are the i)airs of con- 
jugate imaginary points, and EA=A*E—ER=BE. The 
lengths of the sides arc all equal and are purely imaginary, 
since EA^-\-EB^=AB^. It follows that the triangle BE A 
is equal in all respects to the triangle AEB and that the 
angles BABy ABA* are right angles. Opposite aides of the figure are conjugate 
imaginary lines. 
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A semi-real square of the second kind is determined by a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points and a pair of real points situated on two real straight 
lines, which arc at right angles, the distances of the pair 
of imaginary points from the point of intersection of these 
straight lines being — \ the distances of the real points from 
tlie same point. 

In the figure A and A' are the pair of conjugate imaginary 
points and B and C the pair of real points, 

BE= 1 . A'E=^ V - 1 . EA. 

The lines CA and (7^' and also the lines B^i and BA' are pairs of conjugate imaginary 
lines. The 2)roi)ertics of this figure are further discussed in Art. 86. 

It follows from the last Art. that a semi-real quadrangle of the first kimi can be 
projected into a semi-real square of the first kind and that a semi-real qiutdrangle of 
the second kind cun be projected into a semi-real square of the second kind^ the pro- 
jections in both cases being real. 



EXAMPLES 

(1) If P and Q be two points on a real straight lino and the points It and R 
divide the distance between P and Q in the ratios /\ and //i, prove that 

(py/f/0=^. 

(2) Prove that the condition that the four points determined by distances 
h-\-ib', a-ia'^ b-ib' should form a harmonic range is 

{a - 6)‘^ + {a' + b')^ + Aa'b' = 0. 

(3) Prove that no imaginary line can meet a pair of real lines in conjugate 
imaginary points. 

This follows from the fiict that the connector of a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points is a real line. 

(4) If the angles between the real rays «, b, c of one i)encil are equal to the 
angles between the corresponding rays a', b\ c' of a pencil projective with it, then 
the angle between any pair of rays p and q of the first is eciual to the angle between 
the corresponding rays p' and f of the second. 

(f>) If V and W' are the vanishing points of two real superposed projective 
ranges of which A and A' are corresponding points so that VA . W'A'=E^ prove 
that the condition that the ranges should have a pair of real self-corresp(jnding 
points is that VO^ + K should be positive, where 0 is the middle jwint of VW'. 

(6) If, in the involution (aj;2 + 2/i.r+6)+X (aV + 2A'a7+6')=0, A, A' and B, B 
are the pairs of conjugate points given by aii(^-\-2hx+b=0 and a'x^-\-2h'x-{-b' ^0 
and \i and are the values of A corresponding to the double points of the involu- 
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tion, then + is the condition that {AA'BB^) should be harmonic; and 

generally if = 

4XiXa ■ 


FiMnn the condition for equal values of .r 


Xj + X 2 — 


ah' +ha' — 2Ui 


and XiX 2 = 


tih — 


(Xi+Xa)'^ 

AiXj 


+ ^ /l+^iV 

Vl-/*/ 


by Art. [14], Exanq)le (3) 



CHAPTER II 


THE CONKJ WITH A REAL BRANCH 

28 . In the Principles of Projective Geometry (Art. [92]) si conic 
was detined as the locus of the points of intersection of a pair of corre- 
sponding rays (real) of two projective pencils (with real vertices). In 
Art. 95 (k) it was proved that such a conic determines on every strcaight 
line (real) an involution by means of pairs of collinear conjugate points, 
and that, when the double points of this involution are real, they .are the 
points of intersection of th(‘ line and conic. 

The consequences of Axiom I, which are set forth in the preceding 
chapter, render it possible to enlarge and extend what was proved in 
the Prineijiles of Projectine Geometry. The assumption of Axiom I is 
that when there are no real double points of a real involution there 
are a pair of imaginary double pt)ints, which are called a p.air of conju- 
gate imaginary points, and, as a consequence, a pair of conjugate 
imaginary lines arc defined as the double r.ays of a real overlapping 
involution pencil. It follows (Art. 6) that two real projective ranges 
and two real projective pencils have, in addition to p.airs of real 
corresponding elements, pairs of corresponding imaginary elements, and 
it is proved that the anharmonic properties of real and of imaginary 
elements .are similar. A p.air of self-corresponding elements always 
exist, when the pencils or ranges .arc superposed, and (Art. 21 (6)) they 
are either a pair of real, coincident, or conjugate imaginary elements. 
The same is true of a real involution, which is only a particular case of 
two superposed projective ranges or pencils. 

Hence taking into .account the imaginary corresponding elements of 
two real projective ranges or pencils it is seen that 

(1) There .are on a conic an infinite number of imaginary points, 
viz. the points of intersection of pairs of imaginary corresponding elements 
of the re.al generating pencils. 

(2) On every real straight line in its plane the conic determines 
a real involution of which the double points are a pair of real, co- 
incident, or conjugate imaginary points, and these are the points of inter- 
section of the real line and the c(»nic. Consequently every real line 
in the plane of a real conic meets the conic in a pair of points 
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real, coincident or conjugate imaginary, and, if a conic passes through 
an imaginary point it also passes through the conjugate imaginary 
point. 

(3) Every line through a given real point meets its polar in a 
point, such that this point, the given point and the points of intersection 
of the line with the conic form a harmonic range. 

Similarly the theorems con-elative to the above may be shown to be 
true. 

In the extension obtained in this manner it must be borne in mind 
that the vertices of the pencils and likewise the bases on which the 
ranges are situated must be real as well as the an harmonic ratios of both 
ranges and pencils. In Chapter IV the fundamental theorems for the 
conic are proved for the conic in general, including of course the case 
of a conic with a real branch, which in this chapter is termed a real 
conic. The restriction that the vertices of the pencils and the bases of 
thi^ ranges considered must bo real does not apply to the proofs in 
(Chapter IV. 

A circle is only a particular case of a conic, so that the preceding 
applies to a circh' with a real branch. 

29. Circle with a real branch. 

(Jonstnictioii of the involution determined hy a real circle on a straight 
line, 

(f/) If a line p meets a circle in real points E and F, these points 
are the double points of the involution determined 
by the circle on the line. P and P", any pair of 
conjugate points of the involution, are harmonic 
conjugates of E and F. If 0 be the foot of the 
perpendicular from C, the centre of the circle, on 
})y 0 is the conjugate of th(‘ point at infinity on p 
and consequently 

OP,OF^OE^‘^OF\ 

A circle described on PP' as diameter cuts the given circle ortho- 
gonally (Art. [82]). 

If CO meets the circle in R and K, then 

OR . OK=OE,OF= - OP . OF. 
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(6) If a line p meets a circle in imaginary points, and the perpen- 
dicular from Gy the centre of the circle, 
meets p in 0, then 0 is the conjugate 
in the involution of the point at in- 
finity on p, and therefore 

OP. OP' = constant, 

where P and P' are a pair of conjugate 
points of the involution on p. 

Let the polar of P meet OC in M 
and CP in then the triangles 
QP'M and OOP are similar, 

OM OP 
■ ■ OP' "" OC ' 

and OP. OP'^- OM. 0C = - OR. OK, 

since (OMRK) is harmonic. 

But OR. OK = OF®, where OF is the tangent from 0 to the circle. 
Hence if a circle be described with centre 0 and radius OF to meet OC 
in Sy this circle will cut the given circle at right angles and PP'y QQfy ... 
pairs of conjugate points of the involution will subtend right angles 
at S (Art. [53]). 

This circle also determines on p the graphs of the*, double points of 
the involution, which are the points of intersection of the line and circle. 

S is either of the pair of common harmonic conjugates of MG 
and RK. 

30. Conjugate loci or Fonoelet figures for a circle. 

By taking the points of intersection of a series of parallel chords 
with a circle it is possible to obtain a graph of the imaginary portion 
of a circle. Such a figure may be termed a conjugate locus or a 
Poncelet figure. Figures of this nature were first given by Poncelet in 
his Traite des Propriitis Projectives des Figures. (See Art. 39.) 

Let 0 be the centre of the circle, and consider the points in which 
lines parallel to any diameter US meet the circle. 

As long as the distance of these lines from 0 is less than the radius, 
they meet the curve in the part of the locus which is drawn in a con- 
tinuous line. 

If however a line of the system such as A' MB' meets NON' in M on 
the sides of N and N' remote from 0, the involution determined on 
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this line is overlapping and the double points, in which the circle 
intersects the line, are a pair of conjugate imaginary points 4' and B\ 
M is the real mean point of and B* and the distances MA\ MB' 



expressed in imaginary units are equal to the tangent from M to the 
real branch of the circle. Hence, lengths measured parallel to OM 
being regarded as real and lengths parallel to OS as imaginary, the 
locus of A' and B* is a rectangular hyperbola, which touches the real 
branch at Ny has 0 for centre and ON for semi -transverse axis. 

For the system of lines parallel to any other diameter there is an 
exactly equal rectangular hyperbola touching the real part of the curve 
at the ends of the diameter. 

31. Theorems concerning pairs of conjugate imaginary points determined 
as the points of intersection of a circle and straight line. 

(1) Any pair of conjugate imaginary points may he detennined as the points of 
intersection of a real circle a^id a real straight line. 

Let M be the ccnti’e and P, P' any pair of conjugate points of the involution of 
which the given 2)air of conjugate imaginary points are the double points. On 
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PP' as diameter describe a circle PKP\ Draw J/C' perpendicular to PP' and take 
any jwint C on this line external to the 
circle. Join PC to meet the circle described 
on PP' as diameter in K, Join KP'. With 
centre C and radius, the scpiare of which is 
equal to CK. CP^ describe a circle. This circle 
determines the given pair of conjugate imag- 
inary points Q and Q on PP'. This follows 
from the fact that it determines on PP' the 
involution of which M is the centre and P^ P' 
are a pair of conjugate points. The two circles 
obviously cut orthogonally since CU^=CK. CP. 

If y, Q are tfw grap/ia of a given pair of conjugate imaginary points^ aivd a circle 
he described on Q(/ as diameter, any circle, with centre on MC the perpendiadar 
through the mean point of Q and (f, which cuts this circle orthogonally, determines 
the given pair of conjugate imaginary points on PP'. This follows calso from 
Art. 29. 

The circle, centre C, since its centre is on the nidical axis of circles described on 
the lines joining pairs of conjugate points of the involution as diameters and cuts 
one of these circles orthogonally, cuts all circles of this coaxal system orthogonally. 
Hence all circles with centres on MC, which cut one circle of the first system ortho- 
gonally, form a coaxal system. If the distance of the limiting points of the first 
system from J/ is \/ — lA", the distance of the limiting points of the second system 
from M is K. 

This result iihay be put into a slightly different form in which it is an extension 
of that given in Art. 82. 

Tn this form it is as follows : 

(2) {a) If two circles cut each other orthogonally, each determines inverse points 
upon every diameter of the other. 

(6) If one circle passes through inverse points with respect to another, they cut 
orthogonally. 

For if the circle, centre C, which is orthogonal to the circle PKP', does not 
meet PP' in real points, it meets this lino in a pair of conjugate imaginary points 
which are harmonic conjugates of P and P' and, since PP' is a diameter of the 
circle PKP', these points are a pair of imaginary inverse pc^ints with I'cspect to 
this circle. 

The converse follows from the fact, that when the circle, centre C, passes through 
the imaginjiry double points of the involution, it is orthogonal to all circles described 
on the lines, joining pairs of conjugate points of the involution, as diameters. 

The theorem may also be easily proved from a graphical figure. 

(3) To construct the common harmonic conjugates of two pairs of collinear points, 
either conjugate imagiimry or real, determined as the intersections of a straight line 
and a pair of circles. 

Let the radical axis of the pair of circles meet the base in 0. The circle with 
centre 0 cutting the given circles orthogonally meets the base in the required points. 
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Thin coiiNtruction fails if O is within the circles. In this case the two pairs of 
points, say Ay A* and By By are real and the segments overlap. In this case describe 
on A A’ and BB as diameters circles intersecting in P. On the perjjendicular 
from P on the given line take any point E outside the circles. The circle with 
centre E cutting the two circles orthogonally will determine the pair of common 
harmonic conjugates, which are in this case a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

From the nature of this construction it follows that there can he only one pair 
of common harmonic conjvgates of the two pairs of points. 

Also the only case when the common harmonic conjugates of two pairs of collinear 
pointSy real or conjugate imaginary y are imaginary y is when both pairs are real and 
the segments ocerlap. 

(4) Given a pair of points (P, P'), real or conjugate imaginaryy as the points of 
intersection of a straight line and a circley to detei'mine those harmonic conjugates of 
the pair y which have a given mean point M. 

Describe a circle with centre Mto cut the given circle orthogonally. This circle 
tletcnnincs the rinjiiired points. 

'^riiis construction fails if M is inside the given circle, in which case P and P 
are real and M is between them. Describe fi circle on PP' as diameter (Figure of 
Art. 31 (1)). Draw MV perpendicular to PP' <and with centre C, any point on MG 
external to the circle, describe an oithogonal circle. This meets PP' in the required 
[)oiiits Q and (f which are imaginary. 

32. (1) If through a real point P a real line he drawn to meet a circle in a pair 

of imagina^'y points Q and Q then PQ. P^ is equal to the square of the tangent from 
P to the circle. \ 


If 0 he the centre of tlie circle and J/the foot 
of the perpendicular from 0 on the I'eal line through 
Py then the points Q and (f are at imaginary 
distances from M equal to \/ - \MTy where MT is 
the tangent from M to the circle. 

Hence 

Pq . Pq « (/M/ - i . MT) {PM+i . MT) 
^PM^ + MT^ 

= P3P+0M^ - WM^ - MT^) 

= OF^^OT^=PL^ 

where PL is the tangent from P to the circle. 



Certain important results follow from this (Q’) 
theorem. 


(it) If a straight line meet a circle of a coaxal I 
system in a pair of inmginaiy pointSy these points are a pair of conjugate points of 
the involution detennined an the line by the system of coaxal circles. 

This follows from the fact that, if the straight line meet the radical axis at P, 
the squares of the tangents from P to all the circles are equal, and therefore the 
products of the distances from P of the pairs of points in which the line meets the 
circles of the system are equal. 
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(6) The ratio of tlie tangents from a variable point on a circle to two other circles 
with which it is coaxal is constant. 

Take P and P' any two points on the circle from which the tangents are drawn. 
Join PP' to meet the other circles in Q, and 
f?, R. Then P^ P\ Q, II, R are pairs of con- 
jugate points of an involution. Therefore 
{PP'QR)^{P'P(fR). 

. pq.pq pq.Rq 

Theiefore pji 

Hence the squares of the tangents from P to 
the two circles arc in the same ratio as the 
squares of the tangents from P\ 

By taking P and P* on the lino t>f centres it 
follows at once that the ratio of the squares of 
CC 

these tangents is where C, Ci and (.^o are the 
C/C/2 

centres of the circles. 



(c*) Carnot’s theorem holds for the circle even ivhcti one or more o f the sides o f the 
triangle meets the circle in ^ntirs of imaginary points. 

This can be proved at once as in Art. [89]. 

(2) If a chord qPq he drawn through a real internal point P to meet a circle 
in q and q, the square of the tangent {imaginary) from P to the circle is equal to 

pq.pq. 



Join 0 the centre of the circle to P. Through P erect a perpendicular to OP to 
meet the circle in L and fJ, Then pq, Pq =iPL, PL= ~PL\ Draw RMR the 
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polar of P, which will meet the circle in a pair of conjugate imaginary points R and 
ja. Then the square of the tangent PR is PR^ and 
PB^=PM^-RM^ 

=a PM^ - since LPL is the polar of M 

^-PL^=PQ.pq. 

Hence generally if through a real point P any real chord he drawn to meet a 
rircle in Q and PQ . PQ' equals the square of the tangent from P to the circle. 

To draw a real circle through a real point A and an imaginary point P. 

Let i" be the conjugate imaginary point of P. Then the line PP' is real. Let M 
1)0 the mean point of P and P\ Draw pei-pendicular to PP'. Draw AN^ the 

perpendicular from A on MON. 

(^on.struct P^ and P^ the graphs of and P*. On P^Pi as diameter deserilK; 
a real circle. Let COy the radical axis of this circle and Ay meet MN in 0. Then 
O is the centre of the required circle and, if OTlni the tangent from 0 to the circle 
on P\Piy then OA the radius. 

33. The points of intersection of two circles. 

Two circles determine the same involution (a) on their radical axis, 
and. (b) on the line at infinity. 

(tt) Let P bo any point on the radical axis of the circles. Then 
the tangents from P to the circles are equal and, therefore, a circle 



with centre P and radius equal to the length of these tangents cuts the 
two circles orthogonally. 

The chords TT' and NN' are the polars of P with respect to the 
two circles. These lines are also radical axes of the circles taken in 
pairs. Hence, since the three radical axes of three circles taken in 
pairs are concurrent, PP' and NN' meet in a point P' on the radical 
axis of the first two circles. 
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Hence the conjugate of P on the radical axis with respect to both 
the circles is P\ Hence the two circles determine the same involution 
on their radical axis. 

(6) Let G and G' be the centres of the circles. Consider a point A 
at 00 . Its polar with respect to the 
first circle passes through C, the pole of 
the line at infinity, and is perpendicular 
to CM. 

Similarly, the polar of ^ with respect 
to the second circle is the line through 
(7' perpendicular to O' A. Therefore 
these polars of A are parallel lines 
through G and C\ They therefore meet 
the line at infinity in the same point A\ 

Hence the two circles determine the same involution on the line at 
infinity. 

34. (1) Every circle meets the line at infinity in the same pair of 

conjugate imaginary points. 

Connected with every pair of circles there are two chords on which 
the circles determine the same involution. These are their radical axis 
and the line at infinity. The radical axis is a different line for different 
pairs of circles, but the line at infinity is the same line. On the line at 
infinity every circle determines the same involution, namely, the invo- 
lution obtained by drawing pairs of conjugate (i.e. orthogonal) diameters 
through the centre. Hence every circle passes through the double 
points of this involution, which since the involution is an overlapping 
involution are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. These points are 
termed the circular points at infinity, or the critical points. 

The lines joining the circular points at infinity to the centre of a 
circle, which is the pole of the line at infinity with regard to the circle, 
are imaginary tangents to the circle. These tangents are the double 
rays of the involution pencil made up of pairs of conjugate (or orthogonal) 
diameters of the circle. They are the critical lines through the centre. 
(Art. 22.) 

(2) All conics through the circular points at infinity are circles. 

Draw a circle through the circular points at infinity and a conic 
through them which is supposed not to be a circle. Since these curves 

4 



H. I. G. 
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intersect the line at infinity in the same pair of points .they determine 
the same involution on it. 

Draw parallel diameters of the circle and the conic and their conju- 
gate diameters. These pass through the same pairs of conjugate points 
of the involution on the line at infinity. In the case of the circle, these 
pairs of conjugate diameters are at right angles. Therefore the conjugate 
diameters of the conic are at right angles. Therefore all the pairs of 
conjugate diameters of the conic are at right angles and consequently 
it is a circle. 


35 . If the self-corresponding rags of two mperposed projective pencils are the 
lines joining the vertex to the circular points at infinitg the angle between pairs of 
con'esponding rays is constant. 


Describe a cii-clc tlirough the vertex # 
C,... and the c(jrrc.s])()nding rays of the 
other in A\ ZT, C\ .... Join A B and A'H 
to meet at K and AC' and A'C to meet 
at L. 

Then the self-corresponding rays of 
the pencils are the lines joining the 
points of intersection of KL with the 
circle to S. (Art. [109].) 

[f these points are the circular points 
at infinity, KL must be the line at 
infinity, and therefore AB and A'B are 
parallel, as are also AG' and A'C. 

Since AB and A'B are parallel the 
arcs A A' and liB are equal. Hence the 
angles ASA’ and BSB are equal. Simi- 
larly the angles between other pairs of 
corresponding rays are equal to the angle 
ASA'. 


? to meet the rays of one pencil in A, B 



C'onvcrsely if the angles BSB CSC are equal, the lines AB.^ A’B ; 

AC’., A'C \ ... will be parallel in pairs and KL will be the line at infinity. This line 
will meet the circle in the circular points at infinity, and therefore the sclf-corre- 
8iK>nding rays of the pencils are the connectors of the circular points at infinity to S. 


36. Every pair of circles intersect in the circular points at infinity 
and in a pair of points on their radical axis which may be either a pair 
of real points or a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

Hence their four points of intersection are either : 

(1) Two pairs of conjugate imaginary points, 
or (2) A pair of conjugate imaginary points and a pair of real points. 

These form a semi-real quadrangle of the 1st or 2nd kind (Art. 17). 
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If in the 1st figure of Art. 17 
A, A' are taken as the circular 
points at infinity, fl and 11', and 
B and E aa the other pair of 
imaginary points of intersection of 
the circles, then the line BE is 
real, viz. the radical axis. 


If in the 2nd figure of Art. 17 
A, A' are taken as the circular 
points at infinity, 11 and fl', and 
B and G as the real pair of points 
of intersection of the circles, then 
the line BC is real, viz. the radical 
axis. 



F and G are the real common 
harmonic conjugates of the two 
pairs of points in which the line 
of centres meets the circles. (Art. 
[84].) They arc also harmonic con- 
jugates of the points where the 
radical axis and the line at infinity 
meet the line of centres. 

E is the real point of inter- 
section (at infinity) of the radical 
axis and the line at infinity. 

EFO is a real triangle. 


BB'FO is a semi-real square of 
the 2nd kind. 


F and G are a pair of conjugate 
imaginary points, namely, the com- 
mon harmonic conjugates of the 
points where the line of centres 
meets the circles. (Art. [84].) 


E is the real point of inter- 
section (at infinity) of the radical 
axis and the line at infinity. 

The triangle EFG has a real 
vertex E and a real side FG, 
F and G are a pair of conjugate 
imaginary points and the lines 
EFy EG are a pair of conjugate 
imaginary lines. 

BCFG is a semi-real square of 
the 2nd kind. 
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Hence -every pair of circles have a common self-conjugate triangle 
which may he real or semi-real. The vertices are the common inverse 
points of the two circles and the point at infinity perpendicular to their 
common diameter. The circles have also three pairs of conlmon chords, 
viz. (i) the radical axis and the line at infinity, (ii) the critical lines 
through one common inverse point, (iii) the critica-l lines through the 
other common inverse point. 


37. Poncelet figure of two circles. 

The fact that two circles always intersect in four points may be 
illustrated by a Poncelet figure. 



The above Poncelet figure of the curves is constructed by taking as 
real axis the line joining the centres of the circles. The hyperbolae 
(rectangular) intersect in two points A' and R and the lengths MA' 
and MIf give the imaginary coordinates of the points of intersection, 
while MO and MO^ give the real coordinates. A*B' is of course the 
radical axis of the circles, which is the real connector of the conjugate 
imaginary points A' and ]f. 

It is obvious from the figure that the two circles determine the 
same involution on their radical axis, viz. the involution of which M is 
the centre and of which the constant is minus the square of the tangent 
from M to either of the circles. 

The principles on which the figure is constructed are explained in 
Chapter VI. 
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EXAMPLES 

(1) “If two circles cut each other orthogonally each determines inverse points 
upon every diameter of the other.” Prove this in the case where the orthogonal 
circle meets the diameter in real points. 

Give any justification of the extension of this theorem to the case in which the 
diameter meets the orthogonal circle in imaginary points. (L. U. 1904.) 

(2) “ We have in the plane a special line, the line at infinity ; and on this line 
two special (imaginary) points, the circular points at infinity. A geometrical 
theorem has either no relation to the special line and points and it is then descrip- 
tive ; or it has a relation to them and it is then metrical. 

Explain and comment on this statement. (L. U. 1904.) 

(3) If the points P and Q are a iwiir of conjugate imaginary points, which are 
also a pair of conjugate i)oints with respect to a circle, prove that the line PQ meets 
the circle in real points. 

(4) Prove that any tw(^ straight lines at right angles are harmonic conjugates of 
the lines joining their point of intersection to' the circular points at infinity. 

(5) Show that the three poles of a straight line with respect to the three pairs 
of points of intersection of four given straight lines lie upon another straight line 
conjugate to the first straight line with respect to each of the three pairs of points. 

When the four given lines are the connectors of two given real points with the 
circular points at infinity, construct the conjugate of a given straight line. 

(6) Show that every circle in a given plane may be regarded as passing through 
the same two imaginary points at infinity. 

(7) Provo that no two pairs of conjugate imaginary points can be pairs of 
harmonic conjugates, 

(8) Show that a circle which passes through a real point and a pair of conjugate 
imaginary points is rciil. 


38. Conic with a real branch. 

Construction of the pair of conjugate imaginary j^oints in which a 
real line meets a conic. 

The imaginary points in which a line meets a conic are the double 
points of the involution which the conic determines on the line. 

Let the conic determine on the line I an involution of which KK\ 
LL are pairs of conjugate points. Let CD be the diameter parallel to 
I and let its conjugate diameter meet the curve in A and B and I in O'. 

Then 0 the pole of I is on AB, 
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Hencf (Art. [136]) 

0'K.0'K' = (yL.0'L' 

Cl> 

= +-^^,.0'A.0'A 



Therefore if ilf' and N' are the graphs of the double points of this 
involution 

0£r-~ ’ 

where N' may be written for J/' and the — or + sign must be taken 
according as the conic is an ellipse or hyperbola. Hence the locus of 
the graphs of the imaginary double points on systems of parallel chords 
is a conic touching the given conic at A and B, 

The figure so obtained may be termed a Poncelet figure. 

39. Conjugate loci or Poncelet figures for a conic. 

This result may be illustrated as follows : 

(a) The ellipse. If I meet the conic in imaginary points Jlf/ and 
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and AB, the diameter conjugate to the diameter parallel to /, in O', 
then 

GI> CIP - 

= a positive quantity, since CO' > CB. 



Therefore i¥/0' must bo a purely imaginary quantity. Let M' and 
N' in the figure* be the graphs of the points ilf/ and N^'. Then 

CD^ GJf- ~ 

Hence for a system of chords parallel to I the locus of the graphs is 
a hyperbola touching the original ellipse at A and B. 

(b) The hyperbola. If in the figure of (u) the hyperbola is given it 
will be found in exactly the same way that the ellipse is the graph of 
the points of intersection of chords parallel to CD Avith the hyperbola. 

The parabola. If PR is any chord of the parabola, S the focus, and 
A Q the diameter corresponding to PR, then 

PQ^ = ^,AS.AQ, 

Draw a line / as in the figure parallel to Pi2. 

* This figure is a reproduction of Figure (6) in T^oucelet’s Traite des Propriete- 
lives des Figures. Paris, 1822. 
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Then if be on the curve, 

= AS, 

where AO* is negative. 

jf/0'“ = -4.0'A. AS. 

Hence M/0' is imaginary. Let M' be its graph. Then 
ilf'0'= = 4.0'A.AS. 



Hence, if a point S' be taken on SA such that S'A = AS, the locus 
of M' for a system of chords parallel to / is a parabola equal to the 
given one having its focus at S' and touching the given parabola at A. 
This parabola is the graph of the imaginary points of the parabola for 
chords parallel to PR. 

From the preceding it is seen that a Poncelet figure gives the 
graphs of the intersections of a conic and a system of real parallel lines, 
distances measured parallel to one direction being real and those parallel 
to another direction being purely imaginary. In fig., page 55, the tangent 
at M* to the graph represents a tangent to the imaginary branch. 
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It meets AB in a real point 0. This is the one real point on the 
tangent at M\ It is the pole of the line 

The figure given in this Art. may be obtained from that of Art. 30 
by projection from a real point on a parallel plane, since in such a 
projection real lengths are projected into real lengths and imaginary 
lengths into imaginary lengths. A more complete figure is given in 
Art. 127. 


40 . The following, which is a particular case of the aiiharnionic property of a 
conic, may bo deduced from Art. [150J. 

Tf two fixed real points on a conic and a pitir of conjugate imaginary points on 
the same conic are joined to a variable real point on the conic, the pencil so formed is 
cut by any real transversal in two real and two imaginary points whose anharmonic 
ratio is constant. 


Let A and B be any two fixed re;il points on the conic and AiA-j, Yi 1*2 *^oy two 
pairs of conjugate points f)f the involution determined by the conic on any real line 
ill its jilane. If the points A and B arc projected from any point S on the conic 
into the points ^Ij, Bi on the real line, then, by Art. [l^Oj, for all positions of S 


{{A,X,Y^,B{)~{A,Y,XM? 

{X,X,Y^Y^) 


is constant. 


Take A'l, A\ as the double point B, and Ti, Y 2 as the double point F, of the 
involution Xi, X^t Yi, These may be the imaginary points in which the line 
meets the conic. 


Then (( A , EFB{) - {AiFEBi)Y is constant. 

Let {AiEFBi) = X. Then {2X - 1}*-* is constant. 

Therefore X the anharmonic ratio of the pencil formed by joining the double 
points of the involution — which may be any pair of conjugate imaginary points on 
the curve — and the i)air of real points — A and B — to any real point on the curve is 
constant. 


In the case of a real conic it is seen that : 

(1) No imaginary line can touch the conic at a real point and no real line can 
touch the conic at an imaginary point on the conic. 

A tangent at a real point passes through two real points on the curve, and since 
it passes through two real points it must be a real line. 

No real line can touch a conic at an imaginary point, for as it meets the conic in 
an imaginary point it must meet the conic in the conjugate imaginary iioiiit, and an 
imaginary point and its conjugate can only coincide in a real point. 

(2) There is one real point on an imaginary tangent at an imaginary point. If 
the imaginary point of contact is joined to the conjugate imaginary point on the 
curve, a real line i,s obtained. The tangents at this pair of conjugate imaginary 
l)oints arc conjugate imaginary lines and pass through the pole of their connector 
which being a real point is the one real point on the two imaginary tangents. 
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(3) If vJ, /V and /?, 7i' Ikj i)airK of conjugate imaginary points in whicli real 
clionls fn»iii a meet a conic, it is seen from the proj^erty of the semi-real quadrangle 
(Art. 17) that AB' . A'B and AB , aVB' ai*e real points on the line joining L and M 
the hannonic conjugates of (J with respect to A A' and BB, i.e. on the polar of G. If 
the points A and B coincide and likewise J' and B', then the lines AB and A*B' 
become the imaginary tangents at a ])air of conjugate imaginary i)oints and F the 
pole of GAA' is on the polar of G. This is otherwise obvious. 

Consider tlie inscribed quadrangle A, A\ B, B’ of which A, A' and B, B are pairs 
of conjugate imaginary ])oints and EGF the real diagonal points triangle. The 
tangents at A and A' intersect in a real point on EF as also do the tangents at B 
and B'. These i*eal points are the real ]>oints on these tangents. The tangents at 
A and B intersect in an imaginary point, which is the pole of the imaginary 
line FBA. 

.loin EG meeting FBA and FA'B in R and H. Then since 
{FRAB)=^(FBA'B)=^ - 1 , 

RH is the polar of F (Art. 18) and the imaginary tangents at A and B intersect in 
an imaginary point on the real line EG. 

Hence if throtajh a real point an imaginary linn in drawn to meet a conic in a 
pair of imaginary points^ the imaginary tangenU at the^c jioints inters^pvt in an 
imaginary jioint on the real polar of the real point. 


41. Diameters of a conic. 

Kvery real line through the centre of an ellipse or a parabola the centre of the 
latter curve l)cing at infinity — meets the curve in real points. This is not however 
the erase with the hyperbola. A diameter may meet the curve in a pair of real 
]»oints A and A\ It may however meet the curve in a pair of conjugate imaginary 
]toints B and B. These are of course the double points of an overlapping involution 
the centre of which is the centre of the curve. The lengths CB and CB arc im.iginary 
and CB^=VB''^ — t\\9i product of the distances from (' of the pair of C(piidistant 
conjugate })oints of the invtdution, or the product of th(j distances of any pair of 
ccmjugate points of the involution. In Art. [136], where the case of the hyperbola 
was considered, B and B were tiiken as the pair of equi<listant conjugfitc points of 
the involution on BCB. If however the imaginary semi-diameter CB be used to 
determine //, it follows that in that Art. both for the ellipse and the hyperbola 


and 


-vr. A'r= -XA.XA'. 


CB 


=1. 


CB 

CA^ 


42. (i) If R he a fxed point through which a variable real line RO is drawn and CB 
he the parallel semudiameter of an ellipse or hyperholay and its eonjugate semi-diameter 

Ptyz 0(^2 

CA meets the line OP in 0, then -h is constant. 

Describe through P a similar and similarly situated conic and let CA and CB 

CA CB 

meet this conic in Aj and B^. Then 7 ^ 7 - =-y^=X (a constant). 
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Hence 


00^ 

BC-^'^CA^ 


_ 1 ji>0« ^ 0(7M 1 , . , rni 


(ii) If P he a fixed 'point throngh 'which a variable real line PO is drawn to meet 
an ellipse or hyperbola in vmaginary points Q'^ c/nd if CB be the semi-diameter 
parallel to the Ihie and its conjugate diatneter 
meet the line in 0 and the polar of P meet the 
line in P\ then 

PQ.pq PO.PP’ ^ ^ 

= c constant. 

CIP GB^ 

The points 7* P' .ire a pair of conjugate 
])oint.s of the involution of which Q and arc 
the double jK)ints (imaginary) and 0 is the 
centre. Hence PQ . Pq equals PO . PP\ 

Also 

PO.PP’ PO^-OP.OP' 

~GB‘^ 

.CB'^ 


CB‘^ 


Pa^+OA.OA' 


GA'^ 


GB'^ 

GO'^-CA'^ 

~GA'^ 

= a constant (by (i)). 
From this result it follows that : 


(Art. 38) 


PO^ 
' GB^ 


P(P GC^ 

GB^"^ GAK 


-] 



(a) Gar'nofs theorem holds^ when the conic meets one or more sides of the triangle 
in imaginary points. 

{h) Newton's theorem (Art. [10 ta]) holds when the points of intersection of the 
chords with the conic are imaginary^ also the deduction (i) holds in this case. Hence 
the imaginary tangents from any real point to a conic are in the ratio of the parallel 
semi-diameters. 

These results follow from the extension of Carnot’s theorem contained in {a) in 
the same way that the corresponding results follow from Carnot’s theorem. 

(c) If a system of conics he described through four points^ a conic of the system 
which meets a straight line in imaginary points determines on the line a 'pair of con- 
jugate points of the involution determined on the line by the conics of the system which 
meet it in real points. 

This follows from (6) by the method of Art. [101 (6)]. 

{d) If three conics intersect in the same four points^ the ratio of two tangents from 
a variable point o'n one conic to the two other conics is in a constant ratio to the ratio 
of the diameters of the two latter conics.^ which are parallel to the tangents. 

Consider any two points P and P' on the conic from which the tangents are 
drawn. Let PP' meet the other conics in q and /i, W. Then PP\ lilV arc 
pairs of conjugate points of an involution. 

pq.pq ^p'q.p'q 

PR. PR' P'it.P'R'' 


Therefore 
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Let d and I be the semi-diameters of the conics through ft ft and R, R' which 
are parallel to PP\ 

pq.pq pq.rq 

Then T^W~“pW~ P' it constant for different positions of P. 

-ir ^2 


Let tx and be tangents from P to the two conics and di and d.^ the semi- 
diameters of these conics i)arallel to these tangents. 

PQ.Pq 

constant for different positions of P. 

^ ~ ^ constant for different positions of P on the conic. 


Then 


43. The corresponding theorems for the parabola are as follows : 

(i) IfP bo a fixed point through ichich a variable real line PO is draion^ and the 


diameter of a parabola at the point 
at which the tangent is parallel to OP^ 
meet PO at ft and S be the focus of the 

, , Pa^-^ASA,OA . 
parabola^ then — con- 

AliT. 

stant. 

Draw an equal parabola through 
the point P, having its axis in the 
same straight line as the given para- 
bola. Let S' bo the focus of this 
parabola and A' the point where OA 
meets this parabola. 

Then 

PO^-{^4SA . OA 
SA 

Pa^ + 4S'A ' . {A' A - A'O) 
SA 

_ P0^-4S'A'. A'0 + 4S'A'. 

SA " 



['A 


But by Art. [137] (1), P0‘^~4S'A . A'O is zero. 


Therefore 


PO^^4SA,0A , .... 

which IS constant. 
SA 


(ii) If P be a fired point through which a variable line PO is drawn to meet a 
parabola in imaginary points ft ft, and if A he thx point of contact of the parallel 
tangent^ S the focuSj and the diameter through A meets the line PO in 0 and the polar 
of P meets it in P'y then 


PQ.pq _PO,PP' 
SA SA 


= a constant. 
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The ]>oiiitti P and P' are a pair of conjugate points of the involution of which 
Q and Q arc the double points (imaginary) and 0 is the centre. Hence PQ . /’<?' 
equals PO . PP\ 


But 


PO.PP' 
' SA 


P(P -OP. OP' _ PO^ +4SA.A0 

~;sA ■ :sA 


(Art. [137]) 


=a constant by (i). 

Hence it follows : 

(а) That Carnot^s theorem holds for a parabola when one or more sides of the 
triangle meet the parabola in imaginary points. 

(б) Newtoifs theorem (Art. [104(«)]) holds for the parabola when the points of 
intersection of the chords with the parabola are imaginary. Hence also the tangents, 
real or imaginary, from any real point to a parabola are in the ratio of the square 
roots of the distances of their points of contact from the focus. 


44 . If by means of common tai^gents the self-conjugate triangle of two conics 


can be constructed, Art. 42 (ii) renders 
the construction of chords of intersection 
of the conics possible. 

Let A bo a vertex of the common 
self-conjugate triangle and ABP! a com- 
mon chord of the conics which passes 
through A . Let C and G' be the centres 
of the conics and let AG, ^1(7' and GC' 
meet the conics in D, D’, K and K'. Let 
d and d’ be the semi -diameters of the 
conics parallel to ABB . 

Then 

AB.AB' AG’^-GU^ _AG'^ 

GD^ "GIP 

and 

AB.AB' AG'^-G'B'^ _AG'^ 
d'^ ■“ G'B'^ ’ 

AG'^ 
d'^ GIP 
d^ ~ AG'^ ■ 

G'D'^ 

Similarly 



OB. OB OC^-GK'^ OB.OB _OG'^-G'K'^ 

~CK^ d'^~ " G'K'^ ■ 

OG^ , AC^ 

GK'^ ^ d'^ GD^ 

OG'^ * 


This relation, combined with the fact that CO+OC' ^GG', enables the values of 
GO and C'O to be found. 
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45 . Given two straight lines Given two points A and B as the 
a and b as the double rays real double points real or imaginary 
or imaginary of a real involution, of a real involution, to determine 
to determine the two other pairs of the two other pairs of points A^,Bi 
lines a^,bi and a.2,b.2 connecting their and A ^y B2 in which the tangents 
points of intersection with a conic, from these jmints to a conic intersect. 



Let a and b meet the conic in 
K, L, M, N. Let EFG be the 
diagonal points triangle of this 
quadrangle and lot e, f g be its 
sides. 

Draw a tangent at any 

}X)int H on the conic ; every point 
on HH* is a conjugate of H with 
respect to the conic. 



Let the tangents be k, I, m, n. 
Let efg be the diagonal triangle 
of this quadrilateral and let E, F, G 
be its vertices. 

Draw h any tangent to the 
conic. Every line through its point 
of contact is a conjugate of h with 
respect to the conic. 
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Let the conjugate of EH with 
respect to a and h meet HH' in 
H\ Then H' is the conjugate of 
H with respect to another conic 
through K, L, M, N, viz. the lines 
a, b. Therefore H and H' are con- 
jugates with respect to every conic 
through K, i, ilf, N, and therefore 
with respect to the lines ai, and 

fta, 6.1. 

Hence the following is the 
construction : 

The lirui OF {e) is determined 
as the polar of E, EG and EF are 
determined as the common conju- 
gates of the given involution and 
of that determined by the conic 
at E, 

The lines a.^ and 6^ are deter- 
mined as lines through G harmonic 
conjugates of f and e and also of 
the lines joining H and H' to G. 

Similarly cii and bi are deter- 
mined. 


Let the conjugate of he with 
respect to A and B be joined to the 
point of contact of h by h\ Then 
h- is the conjugate of A with respect 
to another conic touching k, I, m, n, 
viz. the points A, B. Therefore h 
and li are conjugates with respect 
to any conic touching k, I, in, n, 
and therefore with respect to A^, 
Bi and A», B^, 

Hence the following is the 
construction ; 

The point is determined 

as the pole of e. ey and fe are 
determined as the common conju- 
gates of the given involution and 
of that determined by the conic 
on e. 

The points A.^ and B.^ are deter- 
mined as points on g harmonic 
conjugates of F and E and of the 
points where h and A' meet g. 

Similarly A^ and B^ are deter- 
mined. 


Particular case : 

If A and B (on the right-hand side) are the circular points at 
infinity, the construction for A^, B^ and A^., B.> is as follows : 

E, the pole of the line e {AB) now the line at infinity, becomes the 
centre of the conic. 

/ and g, by the harmonic property of the quadrilateral, are harmonic 
conjugates of the lines joining A and B to E and are, therefore, at 
right angles, f and g (since efg is self-conjugate) are conjugate 
lines with respect to the conic. They are therefore a pair of con- 
jugate diameters of the conic which are at right angles, i.e. the axes 
of the conic. 
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and are harmonic conjugates of E and the point where f 
meijts the line at infinity. They are therefore at equal distances on an 
axis of the conic from the centre. 

h and A' are conjugate lines of an involution whose double elements 
are obtained by joining their point of intersection to A and B, the 
circular points at infinity. Therefore h and h' are at right angles and 
/// is the normal at the point where h touches the conic. Hence A^ and 
B^ are harmonic conjugates of the points where any tangent and normal 
meet the axis of the conic. They .are, therefore, according to the usual 
definition, a pair of foci of the conic. 

Hence the following definition of the foci of a conic is arrived at. 

The foci of a conic are the four points real or imayinary in which 
the tangents from the circular points at infinity intersect. 

A directrix is the polar of the corresponding focus. Hence a directrix 
is the chord of contact of a pair of tangents from the circular points at 
infinity to the conic. 

Conjugate lines through a focus are at right angles. The lines joining 
a focus to the circular points at infinity arc tangents to the curve .and 
they are therefore the double elements of the involution on the line at 
infinity, determined by pairs of conjugate lines through the focus. But 
this must be an involution made up of pairs of lines at right angles 
because its double elements pass through the circular points at infinity. 
Therefore the conjugate lines through a focus must be at right angles. 

46. The foci m.ay also be constnicted by means of a Poncelet 
figure. 

(a) Let the curve be .an ellipse. Form the Poncelet figure for the 
major and minor axes looking upon lines parallel to the minor axis as 
measured in imaginary units. The imaginary branch of the curve is a 
hyperbola touching the ellipse at A and B, the ends of the m.ajor axis. 
The tangents to these branches from the circular points at infinity are 
lines inclined .at angles of 45'' to the axis AB, such lines replacing in 
the graph those which arc inclined at an angle t.an”^ i to the axis of x. 
From symmetry, they must form a square with two vertices, F and F\ 
on the axis AB and two, and F/, on the axis BE. Looking 
upon the hyperbola as real, F, F\ and Fi' lie on the director circle 
so that the distances OF, OF', OF, and OF,' are each equal to the 
square root of the difference of the squares of the semi-axes of the 
hyperbola. As OF and OF' are real the points F .and F' are real. As 
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CF^ and CF^ are expressed in imaginary units, F^ and F( are imaginary 
points. FF^F'Fi is a semi-real square of the second kind (Art. 27). 



(6) Let the curve be a hyperbola. In this case the imaginary 
branch is the ellipse of (a). Tangents making angles of 45° with the 
major axis determine the foci, two on AB and two on ED. Their 
distances from C will be equal to the scjiiare roots of the sum of the 
squares of the semi -axes of the ellipse. Those on will be real and 
those on DE imaginary. 

47 . The existence of the foci of a conic may be explained as follows. 

Through a real point A (see figure, Art. 45 ) a pair of conjugate imaginary lines 

and may under certain circumstances be drawn so as to touch a real conic. 

Similarly from a second real point B a second pair of conjugate imaginary lines 
hi and ^2 may be drawn to touch the same conic. 

For the real points A and B a pair of conjugate imaginary points may be substi- 
tuted. In this case and a2 and also hi and 62 are no longer pairs of conjugate, 
imaginary linos, but ai and 62 are a pair of conjugate imaginary lines, as are also 
02 and &|. Hence the points 0162 ^nd O2&1 (Ai and Bi in the figure) are real. Also 
the point B2 given by aibi is the conjugate imaginary point of the point A2 given by 
the lines 02 and 621 which are the conjugate imaginary lines of Oi and hi. Hence A 2 
and B2 are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. Hence the lines AB, AiB^ and 
^2^2 Also {AiBiEO)={A2B2BF)={ABGF)= - 1, and therefore E is the 

pole of AB. 


H. I. G. 


5 


66 The Imaginary in Geometry 

Lot GF bo the lino at infinity. Then E i^ the centre of the conic and EBi 

and B^E^EA^, EG and EF being conjugate lines through E are a pair of conjugate 
diameters. 

Let A and B bo the circular points at infinity. Then EG and EF, which are 
harmonic conjugates of EA and EB, are at right angles. Hence, since and a 2 arc 
parallel, as are 6^ and A^A^BiB^ is a semi-real square of the second kind (Art. 27), 
and it is seen that the foci are two real points Ai and Bi and a pair of conjugate 
imaginary 2 >oints A 2 and B 2 , such that EAi^iEA 2 . 

48. Intersections of two conics. 

(1) Two conics cannot intersect in more than four points. 

If possible let them intersect in A, B, C, D, P. Then the ])encil (/*. ABCJ)) 
must have the same anharmonic ratio for both conics. Therefore every point on 
both conics subtends a pencil of the same anharmonic ratio at A, B, C, />. There- 
fore the conics coincide. 

(2) Every two conics with real branches have two real chords of intersection which 
may be coinckhnit. 

In Art. [IS.*)] it was shown that in the case of every pair of conics there are two 
real lines (which may be coincident) on which the conics determine the same invo- 
lution. The double points of these involutions are the four points of intersection of 
the conics. Therefore, excluding the st)ccial case when the chords are coincident, 
there are three cases for consideration : 

(i) When the conics intersect in four real points, 

(ii) When the conics intersect in two real and a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points, 

(iii) When the conics intersect in two pairs of conjugate imaginary points. 

(i) In this case, the common inscribed quadrangle is real and its diagonal points 
triangle is a real common self-conjugate triangle of the two conics. 

(ii) In this case, two of the points of intersection are real and two are conjugate 
imaginary points. They form a semi-real quadrangle of the second kind. One 
vertex and the opposite side of the common self-conjugate triangle are real. The 
other vertices are a pair of conjugate imaginary points and the other sides a pair of 
conjugate imaginary lines. 

(iii) In this case, the vertices of the quadrangle are two pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points. They form a semi-real (quadrangle of the first kind. The diagonal 
points triangle of this (Quadrangle is real and is a common self-conjugate triangle of 
the two conics. 

49. (1) To construct graphically the imaginary points of intersection of two 
conics with real bra'nches, 

(tt) Let the conics intersect in a pair of real points. Then by Art. [125] the 
real chord joining their pair of imaginary points of intersection can be constructed. 
Lot this choixl be a. Let a' and a!' be the diameters of the conics i)arallel to a. 
Construct the diameters h and c of the conics which are conjugate respectively to 
a' and a'' (see figuro, Art. 99). 

For the conjugate diameters a! and b construct the graph of the first conic in 
which imaginary distances are measured parallel to a\ 
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Similarly for the conjugate diameters a"' and c construct the graph of the second 
conic in which imaginary distances are measured parallel to a!\ 

These two graphs intersect in the required points. 

Jjet 0 be the mean point of the two conjugate imaginary points of intersection 
L and M. Then the imaginary coordinates of these points are measured from O 
along a. Since this is the case the diameters h and c must intersect on a at 
the point 0. 

(6) Let the conics intersect in two pairs of conjugate imaginary points. Then 
by Art. [125] a pair of common real chords of the conics can be constructed. The 
diameters of the two conics conjugate to the diameters parallel to these chords will 
intersect in pairs on the chords in question and the two pairs of graphs correspond- 
ing to these two pairs of conjugate diameters will intersect in the required points. 
In the two graphs imaginary lengths must be measured parallel to the two common 
chords. 

(2) To constrwt the points of intersection of a conic^ having a real branchy with 
an imaginary straight line. 

Denote the conic by & and the imaginary straight line by I, Let V be its 
conjugate imaginary line. Then I and V are the double rays of a real overlapping 
involution pencil. They will intersect the conic in two pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points which form a semi-real quadrangle. The connectors of the pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points are two real straight lines. These may be constructed by means 
of Art. 45. 

Construct the diameter of the conic parallel to either of these lines and its 
conjugate diameter. The Poncelet figure for the conic may be constructed for these 
diameters. 

Construct the line parallel to this same line through the point of intersection of 
the conjugate imaginary lines, and its conjugate in the involution which determines 
the pair of conjugate imaginary lines. The Poncelet figure of the pair of imaginary 
lines, for these lines, may be constructed (Arts. 76 and 133). The intersections of 
the two figures in question give two of the four points of intersection of the conic 
and the pair of imaginary straight lines. The other two points may be similarly 
constructed. 

50. From the preceding pages it will Ijo seen that the effect of giving an inter- 
pretation to the imaginary is to do away with restrictions, which are imposed in 
ordinary geometry. One of these is that any two sides of a triangle must l )0 greater 
than the third. A triangle may, taking the imaginary into account, have one side 
greater than the sum of the other two. Such a triangle may be constructed as 
follows. 

Let a and h be the two sides the sum of which is less than the third side c. 

Let A and B be the ends of c. With centre A and radius b describe a circle, and 
with centre B and radius a describe another circle. Let I be the radical axis of these 
circles. The circles intersect iir two points on I which are given as the points of 
intersection of their hyperbolic branches described with axes parallel to A B and I, 
Either of these points is a vertex of the required triangle. The distances of those 
points from the point of intersection of A B and I are purely imaginary quantities. 

5—2 
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EXAMPLES 

(1) If two conics have four imaginary points of intersection, show that they 
have a real common self-conjugate triangle and one real pair of common chords. 

(2) If be two paired elements of an elliptic involution, there is one and 
only one other pair which divide A A* harmonically. Apply this to determine the 
imaginary line joining two given coplanar imaginary points. 

(3) Two hyperbolae have the same asymptotes : prove that they cannot intersect 

(4) Show that the four directrices of a conic are chorda of intersection of the 
conic and its director circle. 

(5) One side of a triangle is a real line, the other two meet in a real point, and 
each passes through one of the circular poiuts at infinity ; required the orthocentre. 

(6) Three given conics touch the same pair of straight lines : construct the 
conic which touches these lines and is such that the points of contact of any 
common tangent to this conic and one of the given conics arc conjugate points 
with respect to the straight lines. 

Examine the case when the straight lines jjass through the critical points. 

(7) Prove that the construction of Art. 37 holds for the imaginary points o 
intersection of two similar find similarly situated ellipses. 

Project on a parallel plane from a real point. 

(8) If a pair of conjugate imaginary linos are tangents to a real conic, their 
points of contact are conjugate imaginary })oints. 

(9) Prove the following construction for the graphs of the imaginary points of 
intersection of a straight line I (real) with a conic : 

Let M be the pole of /. Take M' the inverse point of M with respect to the 
director circle, and let I meet MM' at 0. Then the circle through J/, M\ whose 
centre is on the iJerpendicular to I through 0, determines the required points. (Sec 
Gaskin’s theorem, Art. [138].) Every cirelc through My M' determines a pair of 
conjugate points on 1. 

(10) In example (9) show that the circle whose centre is on the perpendicular 
to ^ at 0 and which cuts orthogonally the circle described on PP' as diameter, deter- 
mines the points of intersection of the conic with 1. 

In a real plane Perspective. 

[In the following the pair of conjugate imaginary points which correspond to 
the circular points at infinity are termed the vanishing circvles,'] 

(11) Prove that if the centre of perspective S be the centre of a circle, S is the 
focus of the corresponding conic and the vanishing' line its directrix. 

(12) Prove that a system of rectangular hyperbolae have for their plane perspec- 
tives a system of conics which determine on the vanishing line an involution of 
which the vanishing circules are the double points. 
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(13) Prove that the plane perspectives of a system of concentric circles form a 
system of conics which have double contact at the vanishing circules. 

(14) Deduce by (13) for a system of conics having double contact at conjugate 
imaginary points the properties which are proved in Arts. [130] and [131] for 
conics having double contact at real points. 

(16) Prove that a system of coaxal circles and a system of confocal conics may 
bo looked upon as the correlatives of each other. 

(16) From (15) deduce the properties of confocal conics set forth in Art. [140] 
from those of coaxal circles. 

(17) Prove that the plane perspectives of a system of similar conics is a system 
of conics, which cut the vanishing lino in constant anharmonic conjugates of the 
vanishing circules. 
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ANGLES BETWEEN IMAGINARY STRAIGHT LINES. MEASUREMENT 

OF IMAGINARY ANGLES AND OF LENGTHS ON IMAGINARY 
STRAIGHT LINES 

51. Imaginary lines and imaginary angles. 

On reference to Art. 1 it will be seen that a real line contains : 

(1) An infinite number of real points determined by their real 
distances from some given base point. 

(2) An infinite number of purely imaginary points determined by 
their purely imaginary distances from the base point. 

(3) An infinite number of infinite systems of imaginary points, 
whose determining distances with reference to the base point are 
complex quantities. Each infinite system may be obtained by measuring 
purely imaginary lengths from some real point of (1) or by measuring 
real lengths from some purely imaginary point of (2). 

The base point may be either real or imaginary. Any point, real or 
imaginary, on the line may be taken as this point. Points, real, purely 
imaginary or complex, are such with reference to the base point. If a 
different point, real or imaginary, be taken as base point the nature of 
certain of the points considered will be different. In itself however the 
base point is neither real nor imaginary. 

The point at infinity on the line is of the same nature as the base 
point. It can be regarded as either real or imaginary and it belongs to 
the real and to the imaginary system of points. The determining 
distance of the base point is 0 and that of the point at infinity on the 

line These quantities are of the same nature. If it is conceivable 

to divide an infinite length into finite portions, then the length from 
the base point to infinity may be regarded as divided into an infinite 
number of real units of length and also into an infinite number of purely 
imaginary units of length. 

Consider any pair of real lines s and s\ which intersect in a real 
point S, Rotate the line s' round S till s and s' coincide, i.e., through 

an angle s's. In this way the two straight lines are made to coincide, 
as do also the systems of points, real and Imaginary, on them. 
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Consider two imaginary points which do not lie on the same real 
straight line. By Axiom I. they have definite positions. Hence the line 
joining them has a definite position (see Art. 11) and the points, since 
they have definite positions, are at some definite distance apart. This 
distance generally must be a function of the real and imaginary (quan- 
tities, by which the positions of the points are determined, but at present 
no attempt is made to define or measure this distance. It follows how- 
ever that there is a measure of this distance. Hence, as along a real 
line, distances real and imaginary can be measured along an imaginary 
line. A base point can be taken, which may be the real point on the 
line, and from it real and purely imaginary lengths can be measured, and 
from the points so determined purely imaginary and real lengths may in 
their turn be measured. Therefore the nature of the systems of points on 
an imaginary line is the same as on a real line. The difference between a 
real and an imaginary line docs not lie in the nature of the points on the 
lines in regard to themselves nor in the lines themselves, but in respect to 
the relation of the lines to other lines and to points which are not situated 
on the lines. In fact all lines real or imaginary have the same characteristics. 

Consider two imaginary straight lines s and s' in the same plane. 
They intersect in a point A, which is generally imaginary but may be 
the rcjal point on both lines. Consider A as the base point of systems 
of points on the lines s and s'. These lines s and s' have by Art. 11 
definite positions. 

It is now assumed that by a rotation of s round the point A some 
point of s' (real with respect to A) can be brought into coincidence with 
some point on s (real with respect to A). If this be done the straight 
lines s and s' in the new position of s' must coincide, for (Art. 11) no 
two different straight lines real or imaginary can join the same j)air of 
points. The measure of the amount of rotation necessary to bring the 
lines s and s' into coincidence is termed the angle between s and s' in their 
original position. The mejisure of this, whatever system of measurement is 
used, must as a general rule depend on imaginary lengths and being a 
function of such lengths is termed an imaginary angle. The assumption 
made in the preceding may be embodied in a second axiom as follows : 

Axiom 11. Either of two given straight lines, real or imaginary, 
may he superposed on the other by a motion of rotation through a definite 
angle about their point of intersection *. 

* Hereafter it will be seen that there is an apparent exception to the principle laid 
down in this axiom, see Art. 78. 
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The rotation may be in a positive or a negative direction. After 
the line s' has been brought into coincidence with the line s, it may be 
further rotated round A so as to come into coincidence with a third 

line s'\ which passes through A. Hence if ss' denote the angle between 
the lines s and s', it follows that 

s's ' = s's + ss". 

Hence angles, real or imaginary, at a point may be measured from a 
base line through the point, in the same way that distances, real or 
imaginary, can be measured along a straight line from a base point on 
the line. 

Note. (1 ) It dooH not follow that, if ^ is a real point and s and s' are imaginary 
lines, the same rotation round A which brings s' into coincidence with s will bring the 
conjugate imaginary line of into coincidence with the conjugate imaginary line of s. 
The angle s's will usually be an imaginarj'’ angle and its measure will involve “i.’’ 
To bring the conjugate imaginary line of s' into coincidence with the conjugate 
imaginary line of s the angle of rotation must be measured by a quality, which is the 
imaginary conjugate of the measure of jf'a, i.e., the rotation must be through the 
conjugate imaginary angle of s's^ if such a term may be used. After an imaginary 
displacement along a straight line points which had been conjugate imaginary points 
cease to be so. This is also the case after a rotation through an imaginary angle. 

(2) The coefficients in an analytical equation in oj and y perform a double duty : 

(i) They determine the dimensions of the curve and incidentally its nature. 

(ii) They determine its position. 

All curves, which ai-o of the same nature and have the same dimensions, may be 
looked upon as the same curve. Thus all ellipses with semi-major and semi-minor 
axes a and h are the same curve, only displaced by a motion of translation, of say 
the centre, and a motion of rotation, of say the major axis. Invariants (geometrical) 
are of course functions of the quantities which give the dimensions of the curve. 

In the equation of a real straight line the coefficients are entirely employed to 
determine position. All straight lines are therefore the same straight line displaced 
by a motion of translation of some point on the lino and a motion of rotation round 
some point. 

That this is the case with imaginary as well as with real straight lines is the 
assumption of Axiom II. 

52. Without at present attempting to define the measure of an 
imaginary angle there are certain consequences of the preceding which 
may be noticed. 

(1) The angle between two imaginary lines depends on lengths 
some of which as a general rule are real and some imaginary. There- 
fore in whatever way the measure of this anorlft la oYnrpnspd it mnst 
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of the form a + Wi, where a is the part of the angle which can be con- 
structed as a real angle and or^ the part which depends on the imaginary. 
It is clear that no imaginary angle can equal a real angle. The angle 
must not however be confused with the angle i . a. 

(2) If the angle which an imaginary line makes with a real line 
be a + fXi then the angle which its conjugate imaginary line makes with 
the same real straight line is oc — 

(3) The internal and external bisectors of the angle between a pair 
of conjugate imaginary lines are real. (See also Art. ()6.) 

For if the lines make angles a + of^ and a — Wi with any real line 
through their point of intersection, their bisectors make angles 


a + ai + a — a* 
2 


and 


a + ofi + a — + TT 

2 


with the same straight line. 

But these angles are a and a + ^ which are real. 

Hence it follows that if the angle between a real line and an imaginary 
line, which meets it in a real point, be expressed in the form a ± ofi, then 
a is a measure of the real angle betiueen the real line and one of the 
bisectors of the angle between the imaginary line and its conjugate ima- 
ginary line. (See Art. 66.) 

(4) The sum of the angles of an imaginary triangle is tt. 

(5) The following among other elementary theorems given in Hall 
and Stevens* Geometry hold when the lines mentioned in the enuncia- 
tions are imaginary, viz., 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 17 and 18. 

Among these are the following : 

(tt) The vertical and opposite angles between lines, real or ima- 
ginary, are equal. 

(6) The sum of the angles at any point on the same side of a line, 
real or imaginary, is two right angles. 

(c) The external angle of any triangle equals the sum of the internal 
and opposite angles. 


EXAMPLES 

( 1 ) Prove that the lino y (6 + ih') — a? (a + ib ') = 0 must be turned about the origin 
through an angle 6, where ^ ^ change it into the real line 

yb — ax=0. 
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(2) Prove that the bisectors of the angle between the jmir of conjugate imaginary 
lines + are the jiair of real lines a7^=0. 

This follows from the fact that the bisectors of the angles between the lines 
ax^ + 2/i.ry + hy ^ — 0 are given by the equation h = {a — h) xy, 

53. Parallel straight lines. 

Consider a system of points, real and imaginary, on a real line v' in a 
plane a (cf. Art. [20], etc.). This line may be projected from a real 
centre S into the line at infinity in a plane a. Through each of the 
real points on v' pass an infinite number of real and an infinite number 
of imaginary straight lines. To the real straight lines correspond in a 
a system of real parallel' straight lines passing through the same point 
at infinity. The imaginary straight lines will also pass through this 
point at infinity and, in view of the fact that they do not intersect the 
system of real linos in any points at a finite distance, they may be 
regarded as forming a system of lines parallel to themselves and to the 
real system. 

Through each imaginary point on v' an infinite number of imaginary 
straight lines ])ass. These correspond to a system of imaginary straight 
lines in cr, which all pass through the same imaginary point at infinity. 
Since these straight lines do not intersect in points at a finite distance 
they too may be termed a system of parallel imaginary straight lines. 
Such a system of parallel imaginary lines intersect at an imaginary point 
at infinity and the one real line of the system is the line at infinity. 

The angle between a pair of straight lines, real or imaginary, Avhich 
meet at infinity must be infinitely small. Hence, since the sum of the 
angles of all triangles is e(jual to tt, 'parallel straight lines, 'whether real or 
imaginary, make equal angles with every straight line, real or imaginary, 
in their plane. 

The following among other elementary theorems in Hall and Stevens’ 
Geometry hold, when the lines mentioned in the enunciations are 
imaginary, viz., 13, 14, 15, 20 and 21. 


Consider a system of parallel lines, real and imaginary, which pass 
through a real point at infinity. (Figure, Art. 55.) 

Let a real line RR of the system meet two real lines OL and OM 
in R and R, OL being perpendicular to the system, and let an imaginary 
line of the system meet the same lines in imaginary points Q and Q'. 


OQf OR' 

Then, by Art. 10, regarding S as being at infinity = cos 6, 
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OQ' 

where 6 is the real angle between OL and OM, Hence the ratio 
is real. 

54. Perpendicular lines. 

(1) Through every imaginary point a straight line can he drawn 
perpendicular to a real line. 

Take any imaginary line through the imaginary point and take the 
real point on this line. Through it draw a perpendicular to the real 
line. This line is real. Join the point at infinity on it to the given 
imaginary point. This is the required line. 

(2) Through every real point a straight line can be drawn perpen- 
dicular to a given imaginary line. 

Join the given point to the point at infinity on the imaginary line. 
Let this line be 1. Find the line a the harmonic conjugate of I with 
respect to the lines joining the given point to the circular points at 
infinity. Then a is the required line. (See Art. 22.) 

(8) Through every imaginary point a straight line can be drawn 
perpendicular to a given imaginary line. 

Draw any imaginary line through the given point. Take the real 
point on this line. Draw by (2) a perpendicular through it to the 
imaginary line. Take the point at infinity on this line — which will 
usually be imaginary — and join this point to the given imaginary point. 
This is the required line. 

55. Projection of an imaginary length measured along a real 
line upon another real line. 

Let P and Q be any two 
imaginary points upon a real 
straight line OPQ and let any 
other real line OL make an angle 
0 with OPQ. 

Through P and Q draw any 
two imaginary lines perpendi- 
cular to OL to meet it in P' 
and Q'. Then P'Q' is termed 
the projection of PQ on OL. 

Take R any real point on OPQ and draw RR' perpendicular to OL 
to meet OL in the real point R\ 
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Then, by Art. 10, 


OF _OQ' _F(I _0R' _ . 

OP~ 'OQ~ FQ 


Therefore P'Q' = PQ . cos d. 


If Ay B he any two real points on a real straight line and P any 
imaginary point on the same straight linSy the sum of the projections of 
AP, PBy BAy an any real line is zero. 

If a real line I make an angle 6 with the given line, the sum of the 
projections in question is 

AP cos 6 + PB cos 0 + BA cos 6, 

But since, Art. 3, BA = BP + PAy this expression is zero. 

Similarly if Ay By C be any three points on a real line, the sum of 
the projections of ABy BC, CA on any other real line is zero. 


56. Definition of 

(1) the measure upon a real straight line of an imaginary length 
along an imaginary line; 

(2) the measure of a length along an imaginary straight line; 

(3) the sinoy cosine and tangent of the angle between a real and an 
imaginary straight line. 



Let P and Q be any pair of imaginary points, the real lines through 
which, viz., OP and OQ, contain an angle <o. 

Let any real straight line SB A meet PQy OP, and OQ in S, A, and 
B respectively. Draw straight lines through P, Q, and 0 perpendicular 
to SB A to meet it in P'y O', O'. Of these P' and Q' are imaginary. 
Let and ^3 be the angles that PO and QO make with SBA and let 
6 be the angle PSP'. The angle 0 is imaginary. 

Then OQ cos ^2 — OP cos 4>i = O'Q' — O'P' = P'Q' and is defined as 
the measure of PQ on SBA, 



Trigonometry of the Imaginary 77 


Let be the measure of PQ on a line perpendicular to SB A, 
then 


OQ sin ^2 — OP sin = P"Q'\ 

Therefore 

P'Q'a + = (OQ cos <f >2 — OP cos tf>iy + (OQ sin <^2 — OP sin ^ 1 )* 

= Oi^ + OQ* — 2 . OP . OQ (cos <^a cos <f>i + sin ^2 sin <^i) 

= OP® + OQ® — 2 . OP . OQ cos Q>. 

This expression, which is independent of the position of SB Ay is 
defined as the square of the measure of PQ : 

COS0 is defined as the ratio of the measure of PQ on SBA to the 
measure of PQ. 

sin 6 is defined as the ratio of the measure of PQ on a line perpen- 
dicular to SBA to the measure of PQ. 

tan 6 is defined as the ratio of sin 6 to cos 0 provided always that the 
measure of PQ is not zero. 


Hence* 


cos 


0 = 


L/C*/ COS 02 — ur 




sin 0 = 


VOP® + OQ® - 2 OP . OQ COS w ’ 
O Q si n j >2 — OP sin <f>i • 
V^-^TOQ® - 2 . op . OQ ' 


a — 0^ sin 4)2 ~ 0-P sin <^i 
” OQ COS </)2 — OP cos ’ 
It follows at once from the definition that 


sin® 0 + cos® 0=1. 


57. To prove that the tangent of an angle between a real line and 
an imaginary line has the same value whatever imaginary points P and 
Q (Art. 56) are chosen to determine its value. 

Let the imaginary line be SPQ and the real line SL, and let the 
angle between them be 0. Let T be the real point on SPQ. Draw 
through T a parallel TBA to SL. Then the angle PTA equals the 
angle 0 and it is obvious from the definition that tan0 as obtained 
from the angle QTA is the same as that obtained from the angle QSL. 

Let the real lines through P and Q meet TA and a line perpendicular 
to TA through P in A and A' and in B and E. Let these lines inter- 
sect at 0. Draw the imaginary lines PP', PP", QQ', QQ" through P and 
Q perpendicular to TA and TA\ Let the angles PAP and QBT be 


* There is an ambiguity in the sign of the denominator of these expressions, which is 
considered hereafter. 
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. PP' 


and If $, when determined by P and T, be di then tan 0i ia 

00 ' 

If 0, when determined by Q and T, be 0^ then tan 0H is . 

Tho«,fcrc ten «. - and ten d. = ■ 

PA cos <f>i QB cos ^ 



Therefore 


tan _ sin cos PA QB 
tan 0i ~~ sin <f>t cos ’ PA' ‘ QB 
_qB OA’ PA QB 
~ OA' OB' 'PA'’ QB 

- f?2. ?9.\ (4^ 

~ \BO' BQ)\AO' AP) 
= {BBOQ){A'AOP) 


PP^ 00' QO' — PP 

Therefore tan 0^ = tan 0^ = = Q//g_p//p = the tangent 

of the angle determined by P and Q. Since, if P is fixed, Q may be 
any point on the line, the result follow^. 

Hence also sin 0 and cos 0 are independent of the positions of P and 
Q on the given line. 


It follows from the definition (Art. 56) that 

(1) If either of the lines SPQ or TEA is moved parallel to itself 
the values of sin 0 and cos 0 are not altered. (See Art. 53.) 
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( 2 ) If the usual convention as to the sign of a real angle is applied 
to imaginary angles 

sin (tt — 0 ) = sin cos (tt — — cos d. 

( 3 ) If d and 6' are the angles which an imaginary line OC makes 
with a real line AOB then sin 0 = sin d\ (See Art. 53.) 

( 4 ) If ^ = 0, sin ^ = 0 and cos 6 = 1. 

If 0 ^ , sin ^ = 1 and cos ^ = 0 . 

4 

Also sin {6 + 27r) = sin 0 and cos {6 + 27r) = cos 0. 

(5) sin = cos 0 and cos 


58. The sum of the measures of the sides of any plane figure on a 
real line is zero. 

Consider any triangle ABC. Let the real lines through A, By G 
form a real triangle A'B'C\ Let A", B'\ C" be the projections of A, 

C on any real line s. It is necessary to prove that 
A"(7" + C"5"+B"A" = 0 . 

Let 01 , 0a» 03 be th(i angles, real, which the sides of A'B'C make with s. 



(O') (A) (B) 

Then B"C" = A'C cos 0a — A'B cos 0 a, 


A"G" = B'(7 cos 03 - B'A cos 0 , , 
B"A" = C'A cos 01 — G'B cos 02 - 
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Therefore + 5"^" 

= cos 0, (C'A + AF) + cos {A'B + BC') + cos tf), {EG + CA') 

= cos (GF) + cos ^2 {A*G') + cos <^3 {FA') 

= the sum of the projections of the sides of a real closed figure 
= zero. 

It should be noticed that 

G'F sin </>! + A'G' sin <^2 + B'A' sin ^3 

is the sum of the projections of the sides of A'B'C on a perpendicular 
line and is therefore zero. 

69. Triangle with real lines for two of its sides, 

(1) L(it A and B be two imaginary points on real straight lines 
CA and GB, which intersect at G at 
an angle w. Let the angles GAB and 
GBA be a and Suppose also that 
the measure of AB is not zero and 
that this measure is denoted by AB. 

Taking the measures of the sides 
of the triangle on CA, 

AB cos a = GA — CB cos (o. 

Taking the measures of the sides 
of the triangle on a line perpen- 


dicular to CA, 

AB sin a = GB sin co. 


Therefore 

AB^ = G + Cl? - 2 . GA.CB cos ( 0 , 

(1) 

also 

GR- = GA^ + AB^- 2. GA.AB COB a 

(2) 

Similarly 

GA’‘ = BA^ + BC’‘-2.BA .BGcos/3. 

(3) 

(2) If a, b, 
the angles at 
to the sides, 

c are the measures of the sides opposite respectively to 
A, B, G, then, taking measures on lines perpendicular 


a sin 0) = c sin ot and h sin a) = c sin /3. 


Therefore 

a c h 

sin 0 ^ sin ca ^ sin fi ’ 



Hence in this case the measures of the sides of a triangle are 
proportional to the sines of the opposite angles provided none of the 
measures are zero. 
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60 . Formulae for ea^pressing the sine and cosine of the difference — 
ivhen real — of two imaginary angles in terms of their sines and cosines. 

Let an imaginary line ABT meet two real lines OA and 05 , which 
intersect at 0 at an angle o), in A 
and 5 , and let the angles OAT and 
OBT be and <^a respectively. Then 
= a> (Art. 52 ). 

Take the measures of A B and 
BO on AO. 

AO = AB cos + BO cos w. 

T5 * A u OA . 

But AB= . , sin CD, 

sin <^2 

and OB = 9 ^ sin 6, . , 

sin (f>2 'j 

Therefore sin <^2 = ^ cos + sin cos o> (1) 

Take an imaginary line A'B' at right angles to A 5 meeting OA 

and OB in A* and B\ Then for and 02 may be substituted 0 i + ^ 

A 

TT 

and 02 + 2' Hence in a similar manner 

sin ^02 + ^ cos ^0i + ^0i + cos cd. 

Therefore cos 0 a = — sin o) sin 0i + cos 0i cos o) ( 2 ) 

Multiply (1) by sin 0i and (2) by cos 0i and add. 

Then cos cd = cos (02 — 0 i) = cos 0i cos 02 + sin 0i sin 0 a. 

Similarly 

sill CD = sin (02 — 0i) = sin 02 cos 0, — sin 0^ cos 02. 

For these results to be true it is necessary that the measures of AB 
and A' 5 ' should not be zero. 

61 . Definition of 

(1) The measure on an imaginary line of an imaginary length along 
an imaginary line and 

(2) Of the sine, cosine and tangent of the angle between two imagi- 
nary straight lines. 

Construct a similar figure to that in Art. 56 but let the line SB A 
be an imaginary line. 



H. I. o. 


6 
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In this case the points A, and 0' are imaginary as are the angles 
<ffi and ^21 while ff is the imaginary angle between two imaginary 
straight lines. 

Then as before OQ cos <f >2 — OP cos <f>i = O'Q' — O'P' = P'Q' is de- 
fined as the measure of PQ on SB A, 

Let P"Q" be the measure of PQ on a line perpendicular to aSBA, Then 
OQ sin ^2 - OP sin (f>i = P"Q". 

Therefore 

+ P'V'" = (OQ cos <f >2 - OP cos <f>,y + (OQ sin 02 - OP sin 0,)’' 

= OP* + OQ* — 2 . OP . OQ (cos 02 cos 0 i -f- sin 02 sin 0 i) 
= OP* 4 - OQ* — 2 . OP . OQ cos cd (Art. 60). 

This expression which is independent of the position of SBA is the 
same as that found in Art. 56 which has been defined as the square of 
the measure of PQ. 

cos 6 is defined as the ratio of the measure of PQ on SBA to the 
measure of PQ. 

sin 0 is defined as the ratio of the measure of PQ on a line perpen- 
dicular to SBA to the measure of PQ. 

tan 6 is defined as the ratio of sin 0 to cos 0 provided always that 
the measure of PQ is not zero. 

, r n OQ cos 0 a — OP cos 0 i 

ence cos _ - 

. ^ OQ sin 02 — OP sin 0 i 

sin0= . — -r -- , 

VOP* + OQ* - 20P . OQ cos a> 

OQ sin 02 — OP sin 0 ^ 

” OQ cos 0a — OP cos 0, ’ 

It follows at once from the definitions that 

sin* ^ + cos* 0 = 1 . 


sin 0 = 


tan 0 = 


To prove that tan0, where 0 is the angle between two imaginary 
straight lines, is the same whatever pair of points on one of the imaginary, 
lines is taken to deteimiine tan 0 . 

This may be proved in the same way as the corresponding theorem 
is proved in Art. 67, the angles 0 i and 02 being in this case angles 
between a real and an imaginary line. 

Similarly sin 0 and cos 0 are independent of the positions of P and Q. 
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It follows from the definition that 

(1) If either of the lines 8PQ or TBA is moved parallel to itsel 
the values of sin 6 and cos 0 are not altered. (See Art. 53.) 

(2) If the u§ual conventions as to sign are applied to imaginary 
angles 

sin (tt — 5) = sin 0, cos (tt — tf) = — cos 0, 

(3) If 0 and 0^ are the angles which an imaginary line OG makes 
with an imaginary line AB, then sin 0 = sin (See Art. 53.) 

(4) If ^ = 0, sin 0 = 0, cos 0 = 1. 

If sin 0 = 1, cos 0 = 0, 

also sin (0 + 27r) = sin 0, cos (0 + 27r) = cos 0. 

= — sin 0. 

The sum of the squares of the measures of PQ on two imaginary 
lines at right angles gives the square of the measure of PQ. 


sin ^0 + = cos 0, cos ^0 + ; 


Particular case. If the imaginary points P, Q are on the same real 
line, or are real, it is seen that the point 0 lies on this line and that 
the measure on an imaginary line of a real or imaginary length PQ, 
which lies along a real line, is the length PQ multiplied by the cosine of 
the angle between PQ and the imaginary line. 

This is the same as saying that 

SQ cos 0 — SP cos 0 - 

- —pQ = COS e. 

But SP and SQ are already defined and so is the angle. Hence, as 
is necessary, an identity is arrived at. 


62. The sum of the measures of the sides of any closed plane figure, 
real or imaginary, on any line is zero. 

Consider the figure of Art. 58 but regard the line s as imaginary. In 
this case, <f>i, <^2, <f>s are imaginary angles between real and imaginary 
lines. 

As in Art. 58 it may be shown that the sum of the projections of 
the sides of ABC on s is 

cos 01 . C'B + cos 02 • A'C' + cos 0, . RA' (1) 

6—2 



84 


The Imaginary in Geometry- 

Let S be the real point on s. Through 8 draw any real straight 
line a making an angle ^ with 8, Let '^a be the angles, real, 

which B'C', C'A\ A'B' make with a. 

Then = = ^3 = '^3 — 

Therefore (1) becomes 

CB' cos - ^) + A'C' cos — ^) + B'A' cos {yfr^ — 0). 

But since ^ is the angle between a real and an imaginary line this 
equals by Art. 60 

cos (f) [G'B' cos yjri + A'C' cos 4- B'A' cos 

+ sin <f> {C'B' sin 4- A'C' sin ^g 4- B'A' sin yjr^]. 

But by Art. 58 both the expressions in the brackets are zero and 
therefore the whole expression is zero. 


63. Relations connecting the measures of the sides of an imaginary 
triangle and its angles, 


Let the measures of the sides of an 
imaginary triangle whose angles are A,B,C 
be a, b, c, none of the latter being zero. 
Taking measures of the sides of the triangle 
on lines perpendicular to AB and AC, 



and 

Therefore 


a sin B = b sin A, 

a8in(7=csinil (1) 

a _ 6 _ c 

sin A "" sin B sin C ‘ 


Taking the measures of the sides on a, b and c, 

a = c cos B+b cos C 
b = a cos C4- c cos A ■ . 
c = a cos B-hb cos A j 


( 2 ) 


From (1) and (2) it follows that 

c® = a® 4- 6® — 2a6 cos C 
a* = 6^ 4 - c® — 26c cos A 
6 ® = a* 4 - c® — 2ac cos B 


( 3 ) 
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64 . To find the formulae connecting the sines and cosines of the 
difference of two imaginary angles with the 
sines and cosines of these angles, 

Let two imaginary straight lines OA and y! 

OB make angles <f)i and 0a, as in the figure, 

with the imaginary line AB, Then the / 

angle AOB is 0a- 0i = o). / 

Take the measures of BO and OA on 0^--“ jr'/s 

BA. Then "»/ 

/ 

AB = OA cos 01 — OB cos 02. / 

^ , AB OA OB 

sin Q) sin 02 sin 0| 

Therefore sin (02 — 0i) = sin aa = sin 02 cos 0i — sin 0i cos 00. 


Increase 02 by ^ • Then 

cos (03 — 0i) = cos 0a cos 0i + sin 02 sin 0, . 

If 02 is taken as the internal angle at B, then 

0) = TT — (01 + 0a) and AB= OA cos 0 i + OB cos 00. 

Therefore 

sin = sin (0i + 02) = sin 02 cos 0i + sin 0i cos 02 
and also cos (0i + 02) = cos 0i cos 02 — sin 0, sin 0i . 

For these formulae to hold it is necessary that the measures of the 
lengths fi:om which the angles are derived should not be zero. 

As these addition and suhtraction formulae hold for imaginary 
angles, all the formulae deduced therefrom for real angles also hold 
far imaginary angles. 


66 . To prove the general cases of Menelaus theorem and of Cevas 
theorem. 

Let the sides of an imaginary triangle ABC meet an imaginary 
straight line in P, Q, R as in the figure. Let the angles at P, Q, R be 
denoted as in the figure. 

Then (Art. 63 ) 

sin)8 sina sin7 sin/8 aina sm7 

~CF^CQ' AQ^'AR^ ^W'BP 
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Therefore 

. - . CQ AB BP . . „ . 

Bin a Bin ^ Bin 7 = ^ P 7- 

Hence, if none of the sineB of the angles a, fi, 7 are zero, 
CQ AR BP 


AQBR'CP 


= 1 . 


'^R) 


\ 7 \ 

» \ 

1 \ 

\ \ 


iQ) 

• \ \ 


(C) 


(B) 




A 

/ > ' 

/ I \ 

/ » ' 

I ' 

I \ 


From the general case of Menelaus’ theorem the general case of 
Ceva’s theorem may be deduced as follows : 

Join the vertices of any triangle ABC to 
any point P and let the lines -dP, PP, CP 
meet the opposite sides in A\ B\ C* respec- 
tively. 

Then by Menelaus* theoi'em for the tri- 
angle ABB'y 

AC' ^ 

BC ^BT' AC ^ 

Similarly from the triangle CBB', 

BA' CA B'P 


9'. i AB’ 

I ' • \ 

• '*'•» \ 
I V 




Therefore 

Therefore 


CA''B'ABP 
AC' BA' CA B'C 


B 

= 1 . 

= 1 . 


BC” C A'" B' A AC 

AC BA' CB' 

BC'’CA''AB'~ 
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Amdyiwal verification of the fact that the mm and difference formulae hold for a 
real and an imaginary angle- 

Let c, be the coordinates of any 

point P, Let OQ — c, NQ=a and NP = ib. 

Di-op PM perpendicular to OM, and MK 
])erpendicular to OX. Let QOM=a and 
MOP=^i, so that NPM=a. If 

sin (a +^i) = sin a cos ft + cos a sin ft-, 
then O 

a + ih _ a c 

+ + ( \/^ + (a+t6)^ ^ ^a‘^ + c^ y/c^+(a + ib)^ 

which is true. 

Analytical verification of the fact that from whatever pair of lines the measure 
of an imaginary length is obtained its value is the same. 



Let the coordinates of a point /^referred to rectangular axes be a + ia\ b-{-ih\ 
Construct the point Q (a, b) and draw QM })arallel to the axis of X to meet the 
ordinate of P in N. 

Then 0P^=0q^-{-Pq^-20Q.PQco^ OQP 

* («*■* + 6*) - (a"** + 6'2) _ 2i + b^ cos OQP. 

But cos 0qP= — cos {PQN- QOX) 

= - {cos PQN. cos gOA'+sin PQN . sin QOX) 
id' a ^ ib* b 1 

ao! + bV 

OP^ = (a 5 « + ft2) - (a'2 + 6'2) 2i (aaf + bb') 

= (a+ia')2+(6+i6')*. 




Therefore 
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66. To find a real straight line such that the angle hetiveen it and 
a given imaginary straight line has a tangent, which is a purely imaginary 
quantity. 



Let AP be the given imaginary straight line and P the real point 
on it. Take any imaginary point A on the line. Let A' be its con- 
jugate imaginary point. Then PA' is the conjugate imaginary line of 
PA and the line AA' is real. 

Join P to the circular points at infinity, fl and to meet AA' in 
B and Then B and B* are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

Since AA \ BB\ arc two pairs of conjugate iniaginary points they 
have a common pair of real harmonic conjugates E and F (Ai't. 8). Join 
E and F to P. Then PE, PF are real lines. 

Since PE, PF are harmonic conjugates of Pfl and Pft' they are at 
right angles (Art. 22). Draw any real line COG' parallel to PF, and 
therefore perpendicular to PE, to meet PA, PE and PA' in C, 0, C' 
respectively. Then C, C' arc a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

Also, since {AA'EF) is harmonic, {CG'O^ ) is also harmonic. 

Therefore. 0 is the mean point of the pair of conjugate imaginary 
points C and C', and OC, DC' are purely imaginary lengths (Art. 6). 

OG 

Hence the tangent of the angle CPO, which is , is the ratio of a 
purely imaginary quantity to a real quantity. 

It follows from the preceding that two conjugate imaginary lines 
PA, PA' have always a pair of real bisectors PE, PF, which are at right 
angles (see Art. 52(3)). 

Analytical verification. 

Take P as the origin and let A be and A', a - ih, c - id. 

The equation of PA is 

The coordinates of the point C where a line y—nix+k meets this line ai’e 

{ a + ib)k {c-\~id)k 

(■c -I- id) - m (a + ib) * (c + id) - w (a -h ib) * 
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Therefore* PC^- 

Therefore rt, - * • 

This expression docs not involve i if 

a* + 6® — c®— tf* 


wi*+ 


ac + bd 


m — \ ■■0. , 


.(i) 


Now the combined equation of PA^ PA^ is 

(ay- rj/)2 + (y/j - .rc?)*=0, 

and the equation of the bisectors of the included angles is 


d?'-*— y'-* _ .ry 

(it + 1 cLi Z^i - _ (rtc + hd) • 

Therefore the ?a’s of these lines satisfy the relation 


7a* + 


I V* V vw -I rw 

— — ^ , — »a— 1 = 0. 
ac-\‘hd 


(ii) 


,(iii) 


This is the same equation as (i). Hence PC and PC', when CC is parallel to a 
bisector of the angle AO A', have as their measures real or purely imaginary quan- 
tities. COC is obviously perpendicular to the other bisector from the form of (ii). 


67. Measurement of imaginazy angles and evaluation of their 
sines, cosines and tangents. 

Let OP be any imaginary straight line and 0 the real point on it. 



Let OQ be its conjugate imaginary line and OX and OY the bisectors 
(real) of the angles between these lines (Art. 66). 

Take N any real point on OX at a real distance a from 0. Through 
N" draw a real line NP perpendicular to OX to meet OP in some 
imaginary point P. 


90 


The Imaginary in Geometry 


Then as defined in Art. 56 the ratios 

ON ^ ^ NP 
OP * OP ' ON ’ 


are respectively the cosine, sine and tangent of the angle XOP, Denote 
the angle XOP by Oi, 

rn. ^ ON , ^ NP , ^ ^ NP 

Ihen cos^i = ^^, sin^^ = ^jp and tan^i = ^^. 


Now P and Q are a pair of conjugate imaginary points and N is 
their moan point. Therefore NP is a purely imaginary cjuantity, i. A 
NP 

Let , which is the ratio of a purely imaginary quantity to a real 
quantity, bo denoted by i . m. 


Then 


cos 0i = 



sin 0i = 


i . m 

\/l - 


tan 0i = {. m. 


Regard the lines OX, OF as fixed and the lines OP and OQ as being 
any pair of conjugate imaginary lines through 0, whose bisectors are 
OX and OF. ■ 

As the line OP moves up to OX and eventually coincides with it, 
the line OQ will do the same. In the position OX the pair of conjugate 
imaginary lines coalesce and become the real line OX, Similarly when 
the line OP coincides with the line OF it also coincides with its con- 
jugate imaginary line and becomes a real line*. 

Now there is nothing inherent in a real length a and an imaginary 
length ih, by which it is possible to tell the relative magnitude of a 
compared with I’A, but it is possible to tell the relative magnitudes of a 
series of purely imaginary quantities ihy 2ih, 5ih and nih. 

On the line NP take a series of lengths (all purely imaginary) with 
values from 0 to i . oo , and let these lengths determine a series of points, 
P, P', P", ... on NP, The connectors of these points to 0 arc lines of 
the system of conjugate imaginary lines of which OX and OF are the 
bisectors. As the imaginary line OP tfikes up the series of positions 
OP, OP', OP", OP'", ... the angle 0i, which it makes with OX, will pass 

from a real value 0, when it coincides with OX, to a real value ^ when 

it coincides with OF. The right angle XOF may therefore be divided 
into a series of imaginary angles in the same way in which a right angle 


* If the line OP is given by the equation y=imx, the positions OX and OY correspond 
to the values iii=0 and m=ao for which values of m the line is real. 
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is divided into a series of equal real angles. The values of cos sin di^ 
tan di may be evaluated for the imaginary angles into which the right 
angle XOY is divided. 

If a real line OP is rotated round 0 through real angles from OX to 
OF, cos 0, where 0 is the angle XOP, passes through all real values 
from 1 to 0. 

If an imaginary line OP is rotated through imaginary angles — as 
previously set out — cos^i at OX is 1. It increases as m increases, 
remaining real till m = l, when it reaches the value oo. This value 
corresponds to the critical lines through 0 (sec Art. 22). It then 
becomes i . oo (ignoring sign for the present) and as m increases it 
remains imaginary, decreasing till, when m= oo at the position OF, it is 
zero. 

Hence, as a real line rotates from OX to OF, the cosine of the angle, 
which it makes with OX, takes the real values from 1 to 0 and as an 
imaginary line rotates from OX to OF the cosine of the angle, which it 
makes with OX, takes the real values from 1 to oo and then the imaginary 
values from i oo to 0 (ignoring sign for the present). Hence with the 
extended definition the cosine of an angle can have all values real and 
purely imaginary. 

Similarly the sine of the real angle made by a real line with OX 
passes through the real values from 0 to 1. The value of sin 0^ where 
01 is the angle made by an imaginary line — as previously described — 
with OX, increases through imaginary values from 0 to i oo as m in- 
creases from 0 to 1. As 7a increases from 1 to oo the value of sin 0i 
passes through real values from oo to 1. The cycle of possible real and 
purely imaginary values is thus complete. 

Similarly for a real line tan 0 passes through the values 0 to oo as 
it rotates from OX to OF, and for an imaginary line tan 0i passes through 
the imaginary values from 0 to i . oo . 

Hence with the extended definition the sine, cosine and tangent of 
an angle can have all real or purely imaginary values. 

68. When an angle is written 0i it is so written to bring to mind 
the fact that it is obtained by rotating an imaginary line round 0 and 
not by rotating a real line round 0. The expression 0i must not be 
confused with the expression i . 0 which is the circular measure of a real 
angle multiplied by the unit of imaginary length. To this expression 
i.0 no meaning has — ^as yet — been attached, and as yet no measure of 
an imaginary angle Oi has been defined. 
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When the angle di takes values from 0 to ^ it is necessary to find 

some means of measuring or constructing the different angles. The 

h 

angle 0i can be constructed from the fact that its tangent is i-, or 

Cb 

i tan 0, where tan ^ is - . Thus the angle 30°i may be represented by 

CL 

constructing a real angle of 30® and regarding the side opposite to the 
angle as measured in imaginary units. This notation will sometimes be 
adopted in the following pages. 0 may in this case be termed the sub- 
sidiary angle of 0i, and 0i may be written 80, viz., the angle whose 
subsidiary angle is 0. 

It should be noticed that while the sines and cosines of imaginary 
angles may be real, the tangent of an imaginary angle — as here defined 
— is always imaginary, and the tangent of a real angle is real. Hence 
in dealing with the tangent it is possible to equate real and imaginary 
parts regarding the tangent of an imaginary angle as imaginary. 

Thus tan 30'’i=i , sin 30% , ens 30% = , 

\f 3 V " V ^ 


To find 
Let 


tan (45" + 30%) = 




1 + 1 \^3 

a ’ 


sin (45” + SCj) = + 1 ^ = 

c..s(45“+30"..)='^?-tl = 


^i+l 

a ’ 
V3 - / 
'2~ ■ 


tan (a+3i) = 2 +i -g -. 


Then 


tan a + tan ft _ ^ • V3 

1 - tan a tan ft 2 * 2 


T X X tan ft 

Let A’ = tan a, y=- . *, 

Equating real and imaginary pai*ts 


1 %'3 

■v=2 + -^^y, 

s/3 1 

y=-2--2^.y- 

Solving these, the values x= 1, y™ , and x= — 1, y=\/3 are obtainedc 

iJo 



Imaginary Angles 


93 


Taking the first solutions 


tana = l therefore 0=45“, 


tan ft= 


/3 ” 


/3=30%. 


Therefore 


Similarly 


tan(46°+30%) = l+i^. 
tan(136°+60“i)-i + i!^®. 


To find tan“^ («+?5). 

In a similar manner it is found that 

a2 + _ 1 V(a2T6‘-«-l)2+4a-* 

tan a= — ± — 5 , 

2a 2a 

, ta«/9 aH6*-l^V{a^6 + l)*}l^>+76-l)^ 

and ± . 

It should be noticed, as will be explained hereafter, that s.a + s,^ does not 
equal «(a+j3). 

69. Relations connecting sines, cosines and tangents of imaginary 
angles. 


From Art. 67, if tan ^ , 

a 


sin 0i = 


i tan 0 


Va’* — ^/i — tan® 0 * 


COS0i = -r--^ - = . ^ 

'^a^-h^ Vl-tan®0 


tan 0i = i- = i tan 0, 
a 

TT 

where 0 has all values from 0 to ^ . 


tan 0 = 


ey - e-y 
ey'+~e-y ■ 


mu T 1 + tan d 

y = ^^«l-tan0- 

Substituting in the above equation in terms of y 

. . .ey-e-y ... \ 

sin0i = i 2 y 


ey + e-y 


= cosh y 


^ ey + 0-y “ ^ ^ 
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Hence 



1 + tan^ 
1 — tan 0 




1 + tan 0V 
i — tan 0/ 


and 



1 +tan , 
1 — tan 0/ 


008 = 1 + 


1 

i? 



1 + tan 
1 — tan 




1 + tan 
i — tan 0/ 


+ ... 


From equations (1) it follows that 0i is a function of y. Let 0i = /(y). 
Then sin /(y) = i sinh y, 

cos/(y) = cosh 2 /, 
tan f{y) = i tanh y. 

Hence sin f{y + z) — i sinh (y + z) 

= i {sinh y cosh z + cosh y sinh z] 

= sin/(y)coa/(^) + cos/(y) sin/(^). 

Similar results hold for cos f(y) and tan / (y). 

Hence, when y is looked upon as the parameter, imaginary angles 
may he added according to the usual formulae. 


Subsidiary angles. 

Let tan 0i = i tanh y and tan <f)i = i tanh z, 


so that 


and 0 = iLog 


1 + tan (f> 

1 — tan <f> ‘ 


Then sin {0i + <}>{) = sin 0i cos + cos 0i sin (f>i 


= i (sinh y cosh z + cosh y sinh z) 

= i sinh (y + z) 

= sin ylfiy where y + z = ^ Log ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ 1 - tan 


The relation between 0, ^ and is consequently given by 
- T 1 + tan -ilr 1 + tan 0 , ^ 1 + tan A 

* i - ‘ 1 - 1»" « ^ 1 - tin ♦ • 

Therefore 1 + 1 + ton « 1 + W 

1 — tan y 1 — tan 6^ 1 — tan 0 

^ , tan 0 + tan d) 

tan = j: — 

^ 1 + tan 0 tan ^ ‘ 


Therefore 
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This gives the relation connecting the subsidiary angles. The relation 
connecting the subsidiary angles can be obtained in a similar manner 
from the addition formulae for the cosine or tangent. 

Hence if the sine, cosine or tangent of an imaginary angle is required 
it is possible to proceed in either of two ways. 

Suppose that tan (30°^ + 60°i) is required. 


(a) tan (30°* + G0"i) = 


tan 30°* + tan 60"'* 
i — tan 30°* tan 60°,: 

+ . 2 

, • 1 • ,q VS' 


(i\ f. tan ^4- ton _ tan 30° + tan GO" 

( an y — j ^ A ~ 1 + tan 30° ton 60° 


+ 


V3_ 


1 + 1 


2 

a/3 


Therefore 

If 

2 

tan (30°* 4- 60°*) = i tan rfr = i . 

Y o 

since 

^ , tan B + tan 0 

an ^ ~ 1 + tan ^ tan 0 ’ 

therefore 

, sin {6 4- 0) 

81110= — - - 7 . , 

V sin® (^ + A) + cos® (Jd — <f») 

and 

, cos (0 — A) 

COS0= 7^. . 

\/ sin® {0 + <})) + cos® {0 — <l>) 


The advantage of using the subsidiary angle 0 as the parameter lies 
in the fact that (ignoring sign for the present) while it passes through 

all real values from 0 to ^ , sin 0 and sin 6i pass together through all 

A 

real and purely imaginary values, while cos B and cos Bi and also tan B 
and tan Bi do the same. There are however advantages, as will be shown 
later (Art. 70), in taking y or rather iy as the measure of the imaginary 
angle ^*. 

According to the definition of Art. 56, if B\ be the angle OPN, then 

OH 1 PN 
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and tan d i = . 

FN %m 

Hence 

sin {Oi + B'\) — sin 6i cos Gi + cos 6i sin &i 

im im 1 1 ^ . ir 

= ^ . = 1 = sin 

vl — m*Vl— m® Vl — m®Vl — m® 2 

and 

cos {Oi + O'i) = cos 6i cos O'i — sin 0i sin O'i 

1 im im 1 _ tt 

= . — ^ ^ = 0 = cos S' . 

vl— m*vl— m® vl— m®vl— m® 2 

This confirms the fact that Oi + 0^ = ^ . 

The trigonometrical ratios of a purely imaginary angle may be 
obtained from any triangle, with two sides sit right angles, on which 
sides the vertices are at distances, the one purely imaginary and the 
other real. 

Generally, the sines, cosines, and tangents of a complex angle as 
defined in Arts. 56 and 61 are complex quantities. A complex angle 
can however be expressed as the sum or difference of a real and a 
purely imaginary angle, and therefore its trigonometrical functions can 
be expressed as functions of the trigonometrical functions of real and of 
purely imaginary angles. 

70. Measure of an imaginary angle. 

In Arts. 56, 60, 61 and 64 the sine, cosine and tangent of an 
imaginary angle were defined and it was shown that the addition and 
subtraction formulae, which are true for the sines and cosines of real 
angles, also hold for the sines and cosines of such imaginary angles. 

No measure of such imaginary angles however was introduced. 
This leaves the subject in the same position as that, in which the 
trigonometry of real angles might be supposed to be, before a radian 
or a degree was defined. 

In Art. 67 it was shown that the sine, cosine and tangent of a 
purely imaginaiy angle termed Oi might be constructed by means of 
a subsidiary angle 0. Still no way of measuring the imaginary angle 
Oi was laid down. 
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In Art. 69 it was proved that if 

^ — e~» , , 1 + tan 9 

^ ^ y i Log , 

. . ^ .e^ — e~'f e~^ — e'J . . , 

then sill 6i = i ^ - = i sinh y, 

eiiAf-e-y e-y + ey , 
cos6?i= = ^--= coshy, 

^ ^ .ey — e~y e'~y — ey ., , 

tan = A - ^ ^ tanh y. 

ey-\-e y i\e y + ey\ 

Hence, since the trigonometrical functions of an imaginary angle 6i are 
functions of y, it was possible to write them as sin /(y), cos /(y), tan /(y). 

It was then proved that in this form the y follows the addition and 
subtraction formulae which hold for the sines and cosines of real angles. 
In this case 

. , e-y-e^y .. . e-y + ey ^ . e-y-ey 

«>n/0y)= 2 i 2 ■ W(y) 

Now iiccoi-ding to the usual theory, if y is real, 

e’y — er'n e'» + e~'» e'v - c-'» 

s.ny = - ,cosy= ^ , tan y = . ...(2) 

And if iy be an imaginary angle 

e'~y — ey . e~y + ey . e~y — ey 
sm^y= 2 — 2 - 

by the usual series definitions. 

Comparing (1) and (3) it is seen that they are in agreement if 

fiy) = iy- 

Hence the measure of an imaginary angle may now be defined as 
being iy, so that 

. . e-y-e^y . e-y + ey e-y — ey 

sinty= - — , costy= , tarit//= .; 

2t ^ 2 ' i [e-y + ey] 

The trigonometrical functions of such an imaginary angle may be 

constructed by finding the real subsidiary angle which is given by 

tan a = „ „ , where ij=h Log -z : — ^ . 

ey At e-y ^ 1 - tan 0 

Then 

itan^ 1 . . /I 

sin ly = — , cos ly = - , , tan iy = i tan 6. 

^ Vl-tan»^ Vl-tan»^ ^ 


H. I. G. 
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Theso trigonometrical functions may be graphically constructed by 
means of Art. 67 and the values of the sine, cosine and tangent of an 
imaginary angle i// may be obtained by means of the real angle 6. 

For the trigonometrical functions of an imaginary angle so defined 
the addition and subtraction formulae hold and — as a general rule — the 
expi(‘ssion iy may be treated as thi‘ prod net of a leal and an imaginary 
<|uantity. 

Jt follows that a complex angle a + ifi has a period' 27r. 


Use of meridional tables to ascertain the subsidiary angle of a 
given imaginary angle. 


(}iv(‘n an imaginary angle iy the relation to find 6 is 


y = ^L<*g 


1 + tan 0 
1 — tan 0 ’ 


l^he tables of meridional parts give v where 

10,800 10,800 ^ 1 + tan i 0 

Hence if y is given in minutes, the number "ly must be looked out in 
the table and the angle 6? corresponding to the value of 2y can be found. 
One-half of this angle is the required subsidiary angle. 

Tin*, values of 0 in the tables are from O*^ to 90°. Hcuice the values 
of the subsidiary angles are for values from 0° to 45°. 


Summary. 

These results may bi^ summarised as follows: 

The trigonometrical functions of an imaginary angle 0i as defined in 
Art. 67 are 

• Zl /I 1 4. • 

sin 0i = ^ , cos Ui = ; tan 0; 

V 1 — ??i- V 1 — nir 


where m = tan 0. Let tan ^ or // = ^ Log ^ ^ 


e!i-e-« , T 1 + tau 6 

eii + g-v 

The values of y for corresponding values of 0 can be found from the 
table of meridional parts. 

Then 

Sin0;= , cos^i= . tan^, = 

By the series definition 

. . e-v _ e-v . e~y + e» . e"*' - e*' 


sin %y 


2 
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qv — 0-y 

Hence 6: = iy, where tan ^ or 

Therefon* 


sin — 


cos ly = 


. j 1 + tan d 


tan iy = im, 




where m=--- 

eu e- // 

and m = tan^, 6 being the real subsidiary angle of 0i or 4y. Hence the 
values of sin iy, cos iy and tan iy can be graphically obtained. If 6i be 
written .s- . 0, i.e., the angle whose subsidiary angle is 0, then s0 is iy, 

where // = ^ Log j _ ^ . or se = ^^ Log ^ ^ . 

The addition and subtraction theorems have bc*on proved (Art. (>!)) 
to hold for y and they therefore hold for iy. 


71. Values of the trigonometrical functions of an imaginary 
angle. 



The values of the sine, cosine and tangent of an imaginary angle 
have been defined as 


sin iye = — , cos iy® = — , tan iy® = i - , where tan 0 = - . 


7—2 
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If A > a these may be written 

. . h . —ia^, .h 

Theri! is an ambiguity of sign in regard to the square root, but it will 
be convenient to take the above as the definitions. In order likewise 
to complete the cycle of values it is convenient to take a second line 
perpendicular to the axis of a; at a distance — a from the origin and to 
consider intercepts made by the variable line on this line, as well as on 
the line a; — a = 0. 


The following will then be found to be the values of the sine, cosine 
and tangent of the imaginary angle in the different semi-quadrants : 


0 

sin iy 

cos iy 

taniy 

V/ 

— ^ to 0 

4 

— i.ec to — 1.0 

00 to 1 

— i to — i.O 

2ir — i.oo to 27r 

0 to^ 

4 

1.0 to i.oo 

1 to 00 

i.O to i 

0 to i.oo 

TT ^ TT 

l'°2 

00 to 1 

— i.oo to — i.O 

i to i.oo 

TT TT 

2+^.oot0 2 

TT ^ StT 

2*“ 4 

1 to 00 

i.O to i.oo 

— i.oo to — i 

TT ^ TT 

2 

Stt 

- to TT 

4 

l.QO to 1.0 

— 00 to — 1 

— i to — i.O 

TT — i.oo to TT 

OTT 

TT to . 

4 

— 1.0 to — i.oo 

— 1 to — 00 

i.O to i 

TT to TT + i. 00 

Stt ^ Stt 
4 ‘“T 

— 00 to — 1 

i.oo to i.O 

i to i.x 

Stt . Stt 

Stt , Ttt 
T*" 4 

— 1 to — 00 

— i.O to — i.oo 

— i.oo to — i 

Stt , Stt 

2 


Hence the sine, cosine and tangent of any angle, real or purely 
imaginary, can have any value, real or purely imaginary. There is a dis- 
continuity in the value of it/ at the critical lines, where the value of iy 

is increased by ^ . 

In the preceding by the introduction of the line x-\- a = 0 values of 
sin6?£ and cos^i have been obtained with different signs. Thus both 
the signs which may be given to v//i- — a- have been taken into account. 
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Values of an imaginary angle. 

Lety^' be the general value of \ Log J ? and let yg be its principal value. 

1 “ tclll o 


Then since 


it is seen that 


T 1+ till! ^ , 1 + tan B 


iy»= -MTT + jyg. 


.( 1 ) 


Stt 


To derive the values of sin 6i and cos between ' . and -- from those between 

4 4 

- ^ and , iyg must be increased by tt. 

4 4 

Expressing for shortness the fact that iyg> and iyg give the same values of tlui 
sine, cosine and tangent of 6 and as iy%' — iy%^ the following results ait) arrived at. 

(«) = i Log ^ ^ = - Uog ^ ^ . 

Therefore ^V-g — ~~^yQ (0 

On reference, to the values of the sine, cosine and tangent this is seen to be true. 

ir 1-cot^ tand+l . l+tan^ 


= + i 


TT 

2 


-yg^ 


Therefore ^ ^ - hjg . 

There is an ambiguity as to the sign to be taken in ±Z • 

A 

Let the first quadrant be that from - ^ ^o ^ , the second that from ^ to , the 

4 4 4 4 

Stt fiw 

thinl that from Let m denote the quadrant in which the arm 

of the angle B lies. Then if the above result be written in the form 


-‘V (“) 

it will be found to be true on reference to the table of values. 

Hence it follows that 

Hence *y»+.= -( 

which is in agreement with (1). If w be added or subtracted the results differ by 
27 r, hence this result may be stated in the form ^yg+jf^v+iyg. 


* This result may also be written in the form 

2wi - 1 
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/V IT -.it H-taii6f 

('•) _<„t^=±Log 

. . TT , , 1 4- tan B 

= ±»2 + 4Wj_t.~^. 

If Hi 1h‘ defined as in (A) tlii.s forniula may be taken in the fnrni 

= + 

On referenee to the table of values this is found to be true. 


.(hi) 


If 6 be increased by ^ (iii) becomes iy + i 


This, retnemberin^ that iy_^~ “(Vei Oi)- 
IT H-tan(^ + 7r) 


I + 1 «an B 
] — tan B ’ 


Hence it >\ould seem tliat = This on vef(*iT*nee to our table of values 

of sine, cosine and tangent is not true. In fact our geometrical restrictions require 

us to assume that Log \ has its general value and this in fact is Va — in. 

^J'his result is then in agreement with those already obtained for 

iye+n^'^ + ^ife- 


72. Gomtr action of the sine, cosine and taiujent of a parehf imaginary 
angle by means of the imaginary branch of a circle. 

Let OX aiul 0 r be a pair of orthogonal lines. Take a circle centre 
O and radius a. Draw its real branch and also the two imaginary 
bi’anches* (1, i) and {i, 1) corresponding to the axes OX and OY. 

(1) I'hroiigh 0 draw any^ real line OP to make a real angle with 
OX. Then if* this line meets the real branch in P, 


. . PN . ^ PN . ON 

tan u = ^ = * cos o = — ■ . 

ON a a 


(2) Through 0 draw an imaginary line OP' to make an imaginary 
angle Oi with OX. Let OP' ineijt the imaginary branch (1, i) in P'. 
Then, since the measure of the distance of every imaginary point on the' 
curve from 0 is a, 

. . ^ 2^N' ^ ON' 

tmi 6i= sintfi = — costfi= - , 

where N' is the foot of the perpendicular from P' on OX. 


* These are respectively the branches for which the coordinates are x, iy, and ix, y. 
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(3) Through 0 draw an imaginary lino OP" to meet the (t, 1) 
branch in P". Let this line make an angle 6i with OX. Then as in 
the previous case 

, . P"N" . - P"X" . ON" 

tan Bi = „ , sin P,- = - . cos 6-, = , 

i)N (t a 

where N" is the foot of the perpendicular from P" on OX. lii this case 
P"N ' is real and ON" is imaginary. 



Hence, if the point P be supposed to inovi* along the leal branch 
fi’oiii A to /?, and from B to x (a critical point) along the (?, 1) 
branch, and then from x to A along the (1, i) branch, it will describe 
a closed curve in th(' quadrant OX, OTand the angle, real or pundy 
imaginary, which OP makes with the axis OX is such that its tangent is 


PN .. PN , ON 

,,, , its sine, - ~ and its cosine, 

ON a a 


where a is the radius of the circle. 


PN the ordinate and ON the abscissa of P. 


In this case the trigonometrical functions are obtained from a right- 
angled triangle, the hypothoniise of which is a real quantity a, while 
one side, that measured along the axis of X, takes all real and purely 
imaginary values. 
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The values of the sine, cosine and tangent of the purely imaginary 
angles obtained by rotating the imaginary line through 2*7r round 0 for 
the ditferent semi -quadrants arc the same values as those in Art. 71, 
but they *jccur in different order. The reason of this is as follows. 

In the preceding the intersections of the line iy = mx with the circle 

(Ji“ 

X- = a" arc sought for and it is found that x^ — ~ If?a<l 

” 1 — 

the values of x are real. This is the case along the branch AB. If m > 1 

there is no real value of x. In this case the intersections of the line 

with the circle are given by writing the equation of the line in the 

form — y = mix. This is a line in the quadrants 2 and 4 and it meets 

the circle, where* ^ i.e., for real values of //, where m > 1. Hence 

— 1 

the line after having met the curve along the branch K to L meets.it 
along the branch M to N. Similarly it again meets the curve from E 
to ^and finally from G to H. If the values obtained are interchanged 
in such a way as to take this fact into account they arc found to be in 
agreement with those previously given. 

If, in accordance with the suggestion thrown out in Art. 126, the iy 
axis be taken in the direction OF' and not in the direction OF the line 


= m meets the circle in consecutive points, which lie from A to K, 


O to //, F to E, M to iV, and from X to 

73. Analytical verification of the fact that the definition of an imaginary angle 
is in agreement with the analytical theory. 

If .r* + + &?/-* = 0 be the equation of a pair of straiglit linos referred to 

rectangular axes and B lx? the angle between them, 

^ 2^4^- a/) 



Consider the imir of conjugate iuiaginary lines //— o>j.^;=0 and // -H = 0. Their 
combined equation is = 

Substituting in (1) it is seen that 

^ >1 2 ^/ - «r- 2?‘m 

tan = , - — (2) 

] l+nd ^ ' 

If ^Oi l>e taken as the angle betw'een one of them and a bisector of the angle 

which they contain, then 

tan hBi = im. 

Therefore tan 64 = * 

which is in agreement with (2). 

Hence the angle given by the definition of Art. 67 is the same as that given by 
the ordinary analytical formula. 


Therefore 
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74. Eccentric angle of an ellipse. 

(a) Construct the real branch, the (1, i) branch and the (i, 1 ) branch. 
Construct the auxiliary circle and its (1, i) and (i, 1) branches. Let a 
and b be the semi- major and semi -minor axes of the ellipse so that its 

equation is + -- = 1 and that of the auxiliary circle + 'ip = (i\ Take 

Pi, Pa, Pa points on the real branch, the (1, i) branch and the (i, 1) 
branch respectively of the ellipse and let the ordinates PiiV^,, 

P:ii \^3 at these points meet the corresponding* branches of the auxiliary 
circle in P/, Pg', P/ respectively. Then, if the angles P/OA", P./OX, 
P:iOX be P, 0 » and 0.,; di is n^al, is purely imaginary and <tan“* /, 
and ^3 is purely imaginary and > tan“^ /, and the lengths OP/, OiV. 
OP./ are real and equal to a. * 



Then OXi, ON^, ON 3 are respectively « cos5,, acos^a, acos^.,. 
Hence from the equation to the ellipse PiX^, P 2 -^ 2 i Ps-^s are respec- 
tively b sin 01 , b sin 02 and 6 sin 0 .j, where a cos 0 ^ and b sin 02 are imaginary. 
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Hence a cos 0, h sin 6, where 6 ciin have all values, real or purely 
imaginary, are the coordinates of points on the real, the (1, i) and the 
(i, ]) branches of the curve. 

(6) Construct the real branch, the (a, )9) branch* [see Art. 127] and 
the (y9, a) branch. Let </' and i' be the semi -con jugate diameters OA and 
0// of the curve corresponding to these branches so that the i‘qiiation 





of the curve rtderred to these diameters as axes is + !,= 1. On OB 

a * () - 

tak<.‘ two points B' and B/ at distances e^jual to UA from 0. describe 
an ellipse through A, B\ A\ B^ to touch the given ellipse at A, The 
e,(|uation of this ellipse is X“+y^ = a\ Construct the imaginary 
branches of this ellipse corres})onding to the axes OA and OB. 

Tak(» Pi, Pa, P, points on the real branch, the (a, /8) branch and the 
{13, a) branch respectively of the ellipse, and let the ordinates PiiVi, 
P «-^3 at these points meet the corresponding branches of the 
ellipse a^-\- = in P/, P./, respectively. ON^ and OAy are real 

* This is the branch for which the coordinates are .r, iy^ the axes of coordinates being 
the conjugate diameters of the curve, which make angles a and ^ with the major axis. 
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and OiVj is purely imaginary. Thr<)ugh iVj, and erect })erpen- 
diculars and equal respectively to iVjjP/, N^P.!, and 

tht} first and third of which are real and the second purely 
imaginary. Let QiON^, and Q:iON^ be 6^, 0,., and 0., respectively. 

Then OQf = OiV -f J\r,Qr = ON,^ + N.P/'^ = (//-'. 

Similarly OQ./* = OQ/ = a'-. 

Therefore ON^, ON^ are respectively a'cos^,, a'cos^o, and 

a' cos 0-1. Hence from the equation to the ellipse P^N^, -Pj^Vy, /^iV;{ are 
respectively b sin 0,, h sin 0..^ and b sin ft,. 

Hence acos^, isin^, where 0 can have all values real <»r purely 
imaginary, are the coordinates of points on the real, the (a, y8) and the 
(/8, a) branches of the curve, the axes of coordinates b(*ing inclined at an 
angle yS — cr. If the major axis is taken as the initial line the i'cc(‘ntric 
'angle of a point on thci (a, yS) branch is of the form (a + 0;). Hence, if a 
be constant, points on this branch are obtained by varying ft, and tlie 
different (a, yS) figures are o})tained by varying or. 

The locus of Q,, Q.,, Qa, ... is a circle describ€*d on A A' as diameter. 

(c) Similarly the coordinates of a point on tin* hyperbolae 


,7;- 


ar 


l = l and 




1 


may be expressed in the form a cos ft ib sin 0 and ia cos ft b sin ft where 0 
can have any value, real or purely imaginary. If the axes are inclined 
at an angle « the points lie on (cr, /3) and (yS, a) branches, whei’c a ami 
yS give the pair of conjugate diameters, which are inclincHl at an angle 6>. 


ConsidcT generally what is represiuited by the point 


a cos (0 + .vft), b sin {0 + .vft). 

These coordinates may be written- 

a cos 0 cos .vft - a sin 0 sin .vft , b sin 0 cos sft + b cos 0 sin .vft . 

Now, if cos sft is real, sin s0x is imaginary and vice vei sa. Considering 
the real and imaginary parts of these coordinates and assuming that 
cos s0i is real, a point is given by a real length 

s/ cos- 0 + b^ sin* 0 . cos 5 ft, 


measured in a direction making an angle tan“‘ 
X, and by an imaginary length 


b .sin 0 
a cos 0 


with the axis of 


V a* sin- 0 + 6* cos* £? . sin -vft , 
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, . . , . h cos 0 . , , 

measured in a direction making an angle tan”’ . ^ with the axis 

of X. cos’^ 0 + 1^ sin® 0 and a-sin® 0 + cos'^ 0 are the squares of serni- 
conjugato diameters of an ellipse of semi-axes a and 6, the eccentric 
angle of the end of a diameter being 0. Their directions are also the 
direction of a pair of conjugate diameters, for if m and m' be the tangents 
of the angles which they make with the axis of a?, then 

, 6- sin 0 cos 0 h- 

mm = — ^ ^ . 

cos 0 sin 0 a* 

Hence if .v^i = 0, the real branch of an ellipse of semi-axes a and h is 
given ; if 0=^0, the (1, i) and (/, 1) branches are given ; if 0 has a con- 
stant value the (0y<f>) and (<^, 0) branches of the ellipse are given, where 
<f> is the angle which the diameter conjugate to the diameter given by 
0 makes wifch the axis of x. 


75. EvaluaUitn of integrals. 


[f 


. - ax-\-h - iJn _ - 

sin^= , then c()s^= . -\/ax^-\-^hx-{-by 

, . 1 ax + h . dO -iJit 

7“ , and 

2\/a \/ax^ + ’2/i.r+b ^\/ctx'^-{-2/ix+b 


whiit(3ver are the values of a, /i, b and x, provided a ia not zero. These results may 
of course be applied for the evaluation of integrals. Thus if it is required to 
evaluate the integral 

I fW»- f &) dxy 

this integral may at once bo written as 



V - ah cos 

) ' 


•s/y^ah 

a 


cos 6 d6. 


An integral of the form 

J f + b^ x) d.v 

becomes at once 


M V — ah ^ s/h'^ — ah sin 0—h\ \//i^ — ah 


cos ede. 


It may be noticed that 


d sin i6 

de ’ 

d cos iB 
~d6 




a 
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76. Tracing of imaginary straight lines. 


Let the equation of the pair of lines considered be 

= 0 , ( 1 ) 

the axes being rectangular. 

(1) Draw a system of straight lines parallel to the axis of y. Any 
one of these straight lines PNP' will 
meet the axis of x in a real point N, 
and the pair of straight lines in a piir 
of conjugate imaginary points P and 
P\ The locus of the points P and P' 
so obtained is a pair of lines OP and 
OP' , which make angles tan“^ (± im) 
with the axis of x. 

(2) Change the axes qf coordi- 
nates so that X sin a — y cos a = 0 and 
X sin ^ - y cos ^ = 0 are the axes of x 
and y respectively, the angles a and /9 being real. 

The equation of the pair of lines is then 
A* (sin* a + m' cos- a) + Y- (sin*^ + cos-^) 

+ 2X V (sin a sin -h cos a cos jS) = 0. 

Let tan a tan j3 = — m\ Then the equation is 



Sin* + '/a* cos- ^ 
or 

sin 2p 

AT . 
or 

M — m^M 

if tan a = M and tan /8 = M'. 


Hence if m* = 1 the equation 
becomes F* + A * = 0. 


The locus of the points of 
intersection of the given lines 
with real lines parallel to the new 
axis of y, can as in the previous 



case be shown to be a pair of lines OP and OP' which pass through 0, 


P and P' being conjugate imaginary points. 
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If tan a tan ^ — nt- the lines y — x tan a = 0 and y — x tan ^ = 0 are 

harnionic conjugates of the lines = 0. The}' are also a pair of 

conjugiiU^ diameters of the ellipse = 1 if ^ = m. 


Hence the graphic representation of a pair of conjugate imaginary 
lines is as follows. The pair of conjugate imaginary lines are the 
double rays of a real overlapping involution pencil. All pairs of real 
conjugate rays of the pencil are harmonic conjugates of the pair of given 
lines. If any pair of these conjugate rays be taken as ax(\s of coordi- 
nates the graph of the pair of imaginary lines with respect to these 
fixes is a pair of straight lines through their real point. By varying 
th(3 pair of conjugate rays which are taken as axes all points on the 
given straight lines can be graphically repri‘sented. 


To construct the point of intersection of\i real line with an imaginary 


line. 


Take as axes of coordinates the 
bisectors of the angles between the 
imaginary line and its conjugate 
imaginary line. Let the combined 
equation of these lines be 
-f mrx^ = 0. 

Let the given real line {1) make 
an angle )8 with the axis of x. 

Draw through 0 a line, making 
an angle o. with the axis of x, where 
tan a tan to meet I in N. 

Let 0N=h. 

Then the equation of the linos 
y" -t m^x^ = 0 referred to ON and a 
line parallel to I through 0 as axes is 



,,,sin 2a 

r-- A- . = or 

sin 2y8 



sin 2a 
sin 20 ■ 


X 


Therefore 


NP=-NP' — ih J - f “ 

V sui 2/8 
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Hence P and P' are a pair of conjugate imaginary points and for 
lines parallel to I they lie on the lines OP and OP'. 

The required points P and P' are the points of intersection of I with 
the graph of the linesy for which the imaginary axis is parallel to I and 
the real axis is the harmonic conjugate of this line with respect to the 
pair of imaginary lines. 

If the point A where the line I meets the axis of A' is fixed and OA =/i, it may 
be easily deduced that, wlieii /S varies, the locus of N is the ellipse 




-1. 


If the values tan a+ 2^2 tan^ [see Arts. 129 .ind L32] are substituted 

for X and y in y- + i//V-^ = 0, it fallows at once that 

. ^ .#1 ■^V" tan/:^ 

tan a tan fi= ~ and ^ 

:vA * 


tan a * 


Therefore 


.t-’i ^ m __ _ tan 

.c\, ~ tan a 


77, To find the hnayiaary miyUy which the line in the preceding makes 
with the axis o f x. 

Let (S-a — a> and P'OX' be 6. 

Then from the equation of the line 


Therefore 


/sill 2a _ P'N _ sin B 
V sin 2/i ” ON sin (o) + B) ‘ 

i. A Ahi 

sin G) cot ^ + cos ta= A / . 

V sin 2a 


Now B will jjenerally be a coinple.x angle. Let ^ = + Then 

* A j, ,A , A\ tan -l-tan«^2 

tan ^=t,n. = . 


Therefore sina)-- V - ‘ " L-‘‘ + cos 

tan ^i + tan sB^ 


1 — tan Bi tan sB-^ . /sin 2S 

— — * - — n.f v*4 Q) r= / 

V sin 2a ’ 


Equating real and imaginary parts, since ^ ^ " 2 ^ is imaginary, 

sin 0 ) + cos 0 ) tan Bi = -y/ylll tan sB^y (1) 

(cos a> - sin a> tan ^ 1 ) tan tan Bi 


and 


( 2 ) 
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Therefore (sin oi + cos a> tan ^j) (cos <■> — sin a> tan = tan Bi » 


. , ..V / ^ V • >. /I W 

sin (a) + d,) cos ((o + d,)B=sm B^ cos Bi — . 

^ ^ ^ sin 2a 


Therefore sin 2a sin (2ci> + 2Bi} = sin 2^j sin 2/9, 

whence it follows that Bi = a. 

Let ^1 = a in (1), then 

/sill 2/3 

sin o) + cos (o tan a = ^ / • ^ tan 
V sin 2a 


tan sB t. 


Therefore 


Therefore 
Hence the an^h? 


/sin a 
W cos a 


X ^^=tanW2. 

cosp 


m=tan sB^^. 
J^'OA = .yOA-JVOP' 


= a— (a-htaii”^ hn) 

= - tan “ ^ (im ) = tan { — im). 

This is the angle which the lino .y + ima7=0 makes with the axis of 

It will bo notic(',d that in the preceding the positive sign was given to 
in the first equation. The reason for this is set forth in Art. 126. 


/sin 2^ 
V sin 2a 


78. Critical lines and the circular points at infinity. 

Consider the double points E and E' of an overlapping involution, 
which is orthogonal at S. SO b(i the per- 
pendicular from S on the base, then 

OE = -OE' =i.SO. 

Hence if P be any point on SE and N 
the foot of the perpendicular from P on <S0, q 

so + OE^ = 0 and + PiV» = 0. N 

Hence the measure of the distance of any 
point on one of these lines, SE and SE\ 
from the point S in which they intersect (or ^ ' 
from any other point on the lines) is zero. 

These lines are termed the critical lines of the point (see Art. 22). 
They are the locus of all points in the plane the measure of whose 
distances from S is zero. 

Since the measure of the distance between any two points on one of 
these lines is zero, the definition of the sine and cosine (and hence also 



CHtical Lines 113 


of the tangent) of the angle between two lines fails, when one of them 
is a critical line. 


It may be noticed that even the formula c2=a2 + 6‘-*-2a6cos<7 fails for a real 
triangle in certain cases. Let Ay B two real a B 

points at a finite distance apart. Through 
and B draw two parallel lines A Cy BCy to make 
given equal angles with AB, Then AC and BC 
meet at infinity. 

In the triangle A BCy by the given formula 
AE^=AC^-[-Ba^-’^AC. BCcohC 
= (BC- A (7)2, since cos (7= 1. 

But, if BC-AC represents anything, it re- 
presents the distance BJV, where A /Vis the perpendicular from on BC. 

Hence AB2 = BAr2. 

This obviously is not true unless C lies on AB. Since even the formula quoted 
fails in certain cases for a real triangle it' is not a matter of surprise that it and 
other formulae should fail for imaginary points, lines, and angles in certain cases. 

Generally a real or an imaginary straight line meets the critical lines 
of different points in the plane in different pairs of points. But this is 
not the case with “the line at infinity.” On the line at infinity, regarding 
the region at infinity as a straight line, all involutions of orthogonal lines 
through different vertices determine the same involution and therefore 
the critical lines of different points meet the “line at infinity” in the 
same pair of imaginary points. Hence the critical lines of a point may 
be regarded as the connectors of the point in question to this pair of 
points which have been termed the circular points at infinity, but may 
be better called the critical points of the plane. (See Art. 22.) 

For the graphic representation of the critical lines of a point see 
Arts. 76 and 147. 

Hence unless two points are situated on a critical line it follows that, 
if the measure of the distance between them is zero, they must coincide. 

Anialytical. The equation of the ptair of bisectors of the angles between the lines 

3^ — ?/2 MV 

+y2= 0 is 1 _ j ” Q ■ the bisectors of the angles between a pair of critical 

lines are indeterminate. 

It may be noticed that, if it be assumed that the addition formula holds for the 
tangents of angles involving the angle a ^ , then whatever angle a may be 




unless tan a + 0. 


H. I. a. 


8 
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The value of y, which corresponds to the value a of s6 in the formula 

f,U ^ o.-v , , , 

tan s6 — » i'^ infinite. Hence a finite addition to y does not generally make 

any ditterence in the value of//. 

'Die critical lines through a point have an equation of the same form whatovei 
pair of lines at right angles through the point are taken as axes of coordinate: 
(see Ai’t. 76). Let the coortlinates of any point referred to rectangular axes b< 
X and y and those referred to another pair of axes x' and ?/, the two systems o 
axes })cing inclined at an angle a. The equations of I he critical lines of the origii 
referred to the first axes are x-\-iy — ^ and .r — 1 ?/ = 0 and those referred to the sccoiu 
axes are .i*' + 7‘y = 0 and x’ — iy'^Q. If the second axes are rotated through ai 
angle « by moans of 1-he usual substitutions, the first equations arc obtained fron 
the second. 

The critical points in a plane and the critical lines generally are considerec 
in Art. 147. 

79. Thv per ^imdiiMilav from a given point x y' on an imagiiuiry line ax + by + c = 0 

In the same', way as when the line and point are real it may be proved that th( 

perpendicular from the point of y' on the line is 

ax + by' + V 

Equation of the biaertorst of the angles bet irecn a pair of conjugate itnagi nary lines 

Let the equations of the lines be 

ax + by 4- c 4- / {a' x + b' y + c') = 0 
and ax by -if c- i {a' x + U y + c') =0, 

or shortly L + ilJ — 0 and L — 

Equating the perpendiculars from any point on the two lines and squaring, tht 
equation is found to be 

^ LIJ 

ai + IP + b '^) ~ aa' + bb ’ 

(ax + by + c)2 - (a'x + b'y + iff __ (ax + + c) («' x + by + c') 

+ + ' ~ aa' + hb' ^ ‘ 

If c = c'= 0, the combined equation of the lines is 

(ax + hy)'^ + (a'x + 6'//)- = ( ) 

and by the usual formula the equation of the bisectors of the angles between thesf 
lines is 

— y- xy 

b^ - 6"-* “ ab + ‘ 

If c and r arc made equal to zero in (1) the two equations may be shown to be 
identical. 

80. Systems of lines through a point. 

From the earlier articles of this chapter it will bo seen that a real point contains ; 

(1) an infinite number of real lines determined by real angles measured from a 
base line drawn through the point : 
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(2) ail infinite number of what may be termed purely imaginary lines determined 
by angles, which are entirely imaginary, measured from the base line : 

(3) an infinite number of infinite systems of imaginary lines — whose determining 
angles with reference to the base line are complex angles, i.e., angles which may l)C 
expressed as the sum or difference of real and purely imaginary angles. Each infinite 
system may be obtained by measjiring imaginary angles from some real line of (1), 
or by measuring real angles from some line of (2). 

The system of lines through an imaginary point is of the same nature except for 
the fact that the point itself is imaginary. 

The above should be compared with the statement as to points on a real line 
given at the commencement of Art. 51. 

Sy steins of lines through a real and through an imaginary point considered in 
reference to the critical lines. Through every real point there passes : 

(1) a pair of lines termed the critical lines of the point. These lines arc the 
connectors of the point to the circular j^oints at infinity : 

(2) an infinite number of pairs of real lines, which are harmonic conjugates of 
the critical lines and arc therefore at right angles, also an infinite number of pail's 
of imaginary lines, which arc harmonic conjugates of the critical lines and therefore 
at right angles. Such pairs of imaginary lines are not generally paii-s of conjugate 
imaginary lines. 

Since every line through a point has a conjugate in every involution at the 
point it follows that (2) includes all the lines through the point. 

(3) an infinite number of pairs of conjugate imaginary lines. Each pair of such 
conjugate imaginary lines has a pair of the real orthogonal lines of (2) for the 
internal and external bisectors of the angles between them. Those pairs of conjugate 
imaginary lines, which have the same pair of real orthogonal lines for bisectors, form 
an involution of which the real bisectors are the double rays. The critical lines 
being harmonic conjugates of all pairs of I'eal orthogonal lines through the point arc 
a pair of conjugate rays of all such involution pencils. 

Through every imaginary point there passes : 

(1) a pair of critical lines which are the connectors of the point to the circular 
points at infinity : 

(2) one real line which is its connector to its conjugate imaginary point : 

(3) a line perpendicular to this line, which is real except in so far as it passes 
through the imaginary point, i.e. this line w’ould be real if the imaginary point were 
looked ui)ou as the origin : 

(4) an infinite number of pairs of lines which are harmonic conjugates of the 
critical lines and are therefore at right angles. These pairs of lines divide themselves 
up into two groups (a) those which would be real if the point were taken as origin 
and (6) those which would still be imaginary : 

(5) an infinite number of pairs of lines obtained by joining the point to pairs of 
conjugate imaginary points. These pairs of lines have the pairs of lines (a) of (4) 
for bisectors of the angles between them, and those pairs which have the same pair 

8—2 
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of biBoctors form an involution. The critical lines are a pair of conjugate lines of 
all these involutions. 

Hence, as might be expected, the system of lines through an imaginary point is 
the same as that through a real point, except for the fact that the point through 
which they all pass is an imaginary point. This also follows from the fact that 
the origin may be regarded as either a real or an ^imaginary point. The same was 
shown to be the case for rcal and imaginary straight lines. 

If a-hib, h’\-ik be an imaginary point the equation of the real line through it is 

x-~a y-k , x-a—ih . y-k-ih _ 

^ and the perpendiciiLar line ^ ^ =0. 

81. Theorems connected with projection. 

If fine points A, B, C, D, E, are situated on an imaginary straight 
line, other than a critical line, and {A BCD) = {ABCE), then E and D 
coincide, A C, A D, etc., being the measures of the distances between the 
points. 

The imaginary line can be rotated round its real point into coincidence 
with some real line through that point. In this position A, B,C, D, E, 
will coincide with points Aq, B^, Cq, E^ and the anharmonic ratio of 
any four of the points A, B, C, D, E will be equal to the anharmonic 
ratio of the corresponding four of the points A^, B^, (7o, Dq, E^. 

Hence since {ABCD) = {ABCE), 

{AqBqCqD^ = {AqBqCqE^. 

Therefore D^E^ must be zero. 

Hence the measure of DE must be zero. 

Therefore unless D, E are on a critical line they must coincide 
(Art. 78). This result may also be obtained by equating the an- 
harmonic ratios of the measures of the distances between the points. 

Two projective ranges on an imaginary straight line have a pair of 
self-corresponding points, real, coincident, or imaginary. 

This follows in a similar way from Art. 21 (6). 

82. (1) A pencil with an imaginary vertex is intersected by all 
real transversals in ranges which are equi-anharmonic. 

This has been proved in Art. 21. 

(2) A pencil with an imaginary vertex is intersected by all imaginary 
transversals in ranges which are equi-anharmonic. 

This theorem may be proved as in Arts. [10] and [11] of the Principles 
of Projective Geometry. The proof there given depends on the fact 
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that the sides of a triangle are proportional to the sines of the opposite 
angles, and this theoreni has been shown to be true for an imaginary 
triangle, provided that no side is a critical line. 

The theorem may also be deduced from the general case of Menelaus* 
theorem (Art. 65) as follows. 

Let S be the vertex of the pencil and let two imaginary transversals 


meet the rays in A, By C, D, 
and A\ C\ U respectively 
and intersect at 0, Through S 
draw any line to meet the trans- 
versals in U and V, Let the 
ratios of A, B, 0, Z), A\ B', C\ U 
and of S with respect to the 
vertices of the triangle OUV 
be a, by c, d, a', 6', c', df and s 
respectively. 

Then by Menelaus* theorem 
aa's=l, bVs 


I 

fUlt 



y L j i. V 

A" B" O' D' V "O 

1, cc's = ly etc. 


Therefore cut' = bb' = cc'= = - . 

Therefore (ABCD) = (A'B'O'Dy 

The point 0 is obviously a self-corresponding point of the ranges. 

Correlatively the pencils formed by projecting a range situated on an 
imaginary line from two imaginary points are equi-anharmonic. 

This may be proved in a similar way to the above by the general 
case of Ceva’s theorem (Art. 65). 

(3) If two pencils with imaginary vertices have the connector of their 
vertices for a self-corresponding rayy all pairs of corresponding rays 
intersect on a fixed straight line. 

Let s be the line joining the vertices S and S' of the pencils. Let 
corresponding rays a, a and 6, V 
intersect respectively at A and 
B. Join AB by the line w. Let 
d and d' a pair of corresponding 
rays meet uiti D and D' and let 
SS' meet u in 0. 

Then {ABOD) = {ABOU), 

Therefore D and D' coincide (Art. 81). 
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Conw^meXy if three pairs of corresponding rays intersect on a straight 
line, the connector of the vertices is a self -corresponding ray. 

In a similar manner it is possible to prove the correlative theorem, 
viz., if the point of intersection of the bases of two projective ranges is a 
self-corresponding point, then the ranges are in plane perspective. 

Conversely if the connectors of three pairs of corresponding points of 
two projective ranges are concurrent, the point of intersection of the bases 
is a self-corresponding point. 

If two projective pencils are such that for three pairs of corresponding 
rays the angles between the rays of one pencil are equal to the corre- 
sponding angles between the rays of the other pencil, the pencils are said 
to be equal and the angles between all pairs of corresponding rays are 
equal. 

This follows from the preceding. 

83. Real and imaginary correspondence. 

If a piiir of corrcsi>oiidiiig elements of two superposed projective forms are given 
by a relation 

Ax.}/ + B.V + C.'tf + 2 ) = 0 , 

where x, x' determine pairs of corresponding elements, the corres]iondencc is said 
to be real if A, B, C, D are real. 

If pairs of corresponding elements are given by a relation 

(i*! + i i I XX + (-5 + ^ B^^ A’ + ( ^7+ iC') .37^ + Z) + iB' = 0, 
the correspondence is said to bo imaginary. 

(1) Any pair of superposed projective pencils with a real rertex, avd any pair of 
superposed projective ranges on a real base, have either two real elements of one which 
correspond to two real elements of the other or a pair of conjugate imaginary elements 
of one which correspond to a pair of conjugate imaginary elements gf the other. 

Consider the correspondence of two superposed projective ranges on a real base. 

This is given by 

(-1 + iA ') xx’ + (i? + iB) X + (C+ iC') + (2) + W) = 0. 

The real elements are given by 

. I X. / + Bx + 6V + 2> = 0, 
and A\vx^ + Bx + C V + 2>' = 0. 

Therefoi-e {A'B - AB) ^,-+((7.1' - C’A) .i/ + {A’D- AB) = 0 (1) 

and {UA^- BA ) x^ + {BC' - BG+ DA' - B A) {DC' - BC) = 0. 

The roots of this quadratic are cither (1) a pair of real quantities or (2) a pair 
of conjugate imaginary quantities. From (1) these correspond to a pair of real 
quantities or to a pair of conjugate imaginary quantities. 
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The theorem for a iwir of x^encils is obtained by joining the points c»f the range 
to two real vertices. 

( 2 ) Every pair o f superposed projective pencils with a real verte.i\ and every pair of 
superposed projective ranges on a real base, have two elements of one which correspond 
to the conjugate imaginary elements of the other, either each to its own imaginary con- 
jugate or each to the imaginary conjugate of the other. 

Write y + iy' for x and y — /y' for x\ Then equating rciil and imaginary parts it 
is found that 

and . I ' (.y 2 +y 2 ) + + c') y + (^ - 6 ’) y + H = 0 . 

Hence Ay+Zy+J/‘= 0 , (I) 

where 

I\= A ' [B ^O- A {B^ + C"), L = .1' {C’ - E) + .1 (C- B), J/= MD - A //, 

and y (A' 2 + B^)+y{-2KM+L i 52 )} + 3/2 

-\-L{jy{C'-B') + D{C-B)]=0 (2) 

(а) If the roots of ( 2 ) arc real, viz., y^ and y^, the corresponding values of 
y' from ( 1 ) give a jiixir of conjugate imaginary [)oints, and two paii-s of cfinjugate 
imaginary points are corresponding points. 

( б ) If the roots of ( 2 ) arc imaginary, viz., {a + ib) and {a — ib), lot the corre- 
sponding values of y' from ( 1 ) bo {c-\-id) and (c — id). 

Then {a-\-ib) and (e+Ai?) give as coiTcsi>onding points 

(a - 4 - ib) + A (c -h id) and (a -f ib) — id), 
i.e., {a-d)-\- i ( 6 + c) and {a. + d) + i {b — c) \ 

also (a ■ lb) and {c — id) give as corresponding points 

{a — ib) -\-i{c — id) and (a — ib) — i{c — id), 
or {a -\-d) — i{b — c) and {a — d)-i{b-\- c). 

Hence the theorem is proved. 

84 . The following are immediate consequences of Arts. 81 and 82 and may be 
liroved in the same way that the corresponding theorems for real lines and points 
are proved in The Principles of Projective Geometry. They hold for all imaginary 
points and straight linos, excluding critical lines and pairs of iioints situated on the 
same critical lines. 

(i) The properties of two triangles in perspective, Art. [18 («)]. 

(ii) The harmonic property of the quadrangle and quadrilateral, Art. [4">]. 

(iii) Construction of harmonic conjugates depending thereon, Art. [46]. 

(iv) The involution property of the quadrangle and quadrilateral, Art. [ 06 ]. 

Also the properties of involution ranges and pencils hold generally for pencils 

with imaginary vertices and for ranges on imaginary straight lines. Those for real 
involutions arc set forth in Art. 7. 

Formulae connecting the angles of an imaginary pencil. . 

Let a, b, c,d he any four coiicurrcnt lines real or imaginary (excluding critical 
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lines) and let a2) denote the angle between the lines a and h. Then as in Art. [11] it 
may be shown that the anharmonic ratio of the pencil a, hj c, d is 


sin CLC 
sin Sc 


sin acf 
sin Set 


5 (abed). 


The relations connecting the angles, when the pencil is harmonic, may be i)roved 
as in T/te Principles of Projective Geometry. 


85. Projection of points into the circular points at infinity. 

To project by a real projection any pair of conjugate imaginary 
points into the circular points at infinity. 



Let the given pair of conjugate imaginary points be the double 
points of the involution AA\ BB', situated on the real line v in the 
plane a. Through- v draw any plane 0 * 1 , and take any plane a parallel 
to (Ti as plane of projection. On AA\ BB\ in the plane o-i, describe 
two semi-circles to intersect at 8, They will always intersect since the 
segments AA' and BB^ overlap. Take 8 as centre of projection. Then 
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the line v is projected into the line at infinity in the plane a and the 
involution AA\ BR is projected into the orthogonal involution on this 
line and its double points are the circular points at infinity. 

To project a pair of real points into the circular points at infinity. 
Let E and F, the two real points which are to be projected into the 
circular points at infinity, be situated on the real line v in the plane a. 
Through v draw any real plane o-i, and let ft and ft' be the circular 
points at infinity in this plane. 

Join FH and J?ft' to meet at S, and FDf and EH to meet at S\ 


ft' ft' 



Then, if a plane a parallel to cti be taken as plane of projection, and 
S or S' for centre of projection, E and F will be projected into ft and 
ft'. These points are the circular points at infinity in the plane a since 
the planes and <r' are parallel. 

In this projection v is projected into a real line, viz., the line at 
infinity. S and S' are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. Hence the 
line SS' is real and its point of intersection 0 with v is a real point and 
is projected into a real point 0' at infinity. The connector to S of any 
other real point in the plane o- must meet the plane <t in an imaginary 
point. For such connector, since it does not contain S', must be an 
imaginary line, and an imaginary line can only contain one real point. 
The real points on the line aa however remain real. 
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If D be any real point on the line the line DO corresponds to a 
real line in the plane cr', viz., D0\ Hence a pencil of real lines through 
0 in the plane a corresponds to a pencil of parallel real lines through 0' in 
fT, The real points on lines of one pencil correspond to imaginary points 
on the corresponding lines of the other pencil with the exception of 0 
and O', which arc both real, and the points on aa which are unaltered. 

Hence, if a pair of real points are projected into the circular points 
at infinity, all real points in the plane are projected into imaginary points 
with the exception of one point 0, on the connector of tlie pair of real 
points, and points on the line of intersection of the planes. 

Consequently it is imaginary points on a locus in the plane a which 
are projected into real points on the corresponding locus in the plane a, 
and it is for such imaginary points in the plane a that theorems are 
proved, when they are deduced from the properties of real points in the 
j^lane o-. It is only if and when projective properties of real and of 
imaginary points have been shown to be identical, that the process of 
projecting real points into the circular points at infinity is justifiable as 
a means of obtaining a theorem for real points. 

SES'F is a semi-real square of the second kind. 

86. Projection of a semi-real quadrangle into a semi-real square. 

{a) Let the quadrangle be of the first kind. Let A, A', 5, B' be the vortices and 
BFG the diagonal points triangle, which is real. T^et 
A A' and /i/f meet FO in K and L. Project the pair 
of conjugate imaginary points, which ai*o the double 
points of the involution dctei’mincd by FO and KL, into 
the circulai- points at infinity. Then in the new figure 

(1) the lines FAB', FBA’ and FE isxc parallel, as 
are tlic lines GBA, GA'B' and GE 

(2) the first three of these lines are perpendicular 
to the second three lines ; 

(.3) the lines EK and EL arc at right angles ; 

(4) the lengths BE and EB' ai*c equal, as are the 
lengths AE and EA'. 

Hence in the new figure the two pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points A, A' and B, B are situated on two real 
lines EK and EL which are at right angles. Also 
EB — BE and AE=EA', Also since the pencil 
{E , KLFG) is harmonic and the lines EF and EG 
ai*e at right angles, EF and EG are the bisectors of the 
angle AEB, But ABG is parallel to EG and therefore by symmetry (or see Arts. 53 
and 66) EA =EB, 
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Therefore the points A, A\ B, E are the vertices of a semi-real square of the 
first kind. 

(If) Let the quadrangle be of the second kind and let B and E he the pair of 
real vertices. Then FG is the real side of the diagonal ^loints triangle and ^ is its 
real vertex. F and G are a jiair of conjugate imaginary points. Project these 
points into the circular points at infinity. 

Then in the new figure 

(1) the lines FAE, FBA' and FE are parallel, as are the lines GBAy GA'E 
and GE\ 

(2) the lines EK and EL are at right angles ; 

(3) the lengths BE and EE are equal, as are the lengths AE and EA\ 

Hence in the new figure the pair of conjugate imaginary points A, A' and the 
pair of real points B and E are situated on two real lines EE and EL whicli arc 
at right angles. Also EB=EE and AE^EA'. Also the line ABG, which is 
parallel to a critical line EG, meets the real lines EA and EB through Ey whicli are 
at right angles, in A and B. Therefore EA =i . EB [see Art. 78]. Hence -.1, A'y //, B' 
is a semi-real square of the second kind. 

Conversely it follows that each of the four sides of a semi~real square of the second 
kind passes through a critical or circular point. 

Signs of trigonometrical functions. 

In Art. 56 the sine, cosine and tangent of the angle between a real and an 
imaginary straight line were defined. In Art. 61 these definitions were extended to 
the case of the angle between a pair of imaginary straight lines. In these definitions, 
as far as the sine and cosine are concerned, there is an ambiguity of sign in respect 
to the denominator. This arises from the fact that there is a geometrical ambiguity — 
with re.al as well as with imaginary straight lines— in regard to the angle between 
two straight lines. There are four angles, less than 27r, between two given straight 
lines real or imaginary and by changing the sign of the square root in the expressions 
ill Arts. 56 and 61 there are — both for real and for imaginary straight lines — 
four sets of values of sin By cos B and tan B corresponding to the four angles between 
the straight lines. 

Certain conventions are laid down in the trigonometry of real lines as to which 
angles are those whose sine, cosine and tangent are represented by the expressions 
in Art. 56. It is convenient that the conventions introduced, when imaginary lines 
are considered, should be such as to make the sum and difference formulae, as used 
for real angles, apply when some or all of the angles considered are imaginary. The 
expression s! OF^ + OQ^ - 20P . OQ cos a will in general be complex. It would seem 
that the correct convention is, in the case of the angle between two imaginary straight 
lines which has the smaller real part, to take the 8a?ne value of 

^/0F^ + 2bP\ oycos® 

in the expressions for sin B and for cos B. This has been done in Arts. 57 to 64, in 
which the sum and difference formulae for imaginary angles have been deduced. If 
different signs are given to this expression in the values of sin B and cos By the angle 
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IT - 3, positive or negative, is olitained. Generally it is believed that it will be 
found best to assume — as in the geometry of real linos — that the real part of 
V OF^ + OQ^ - 20P . OQ cos a> is positive, when it exists, and to follow the conventions 
laid down in Arts. 71 and 72, when it is a imrely imaginary quantity. 

If the values of sin^*, cos^i, tan d,- are obtained by the method of Art. 72 — 
in which tlic liypothcnuse of the triangle is always real and positive — and if the 
positive axis of ly is taken in the negative direction of the real axis of y, it is found 
that the values in question are the same as those given on jiage 100 with the sign 
of ^ changed. 


EXAMPLES 

(1 ) Prove that the siini of the measures of the distances of a point on an ellipse 
from the imaginary foci is equal to the minor axis. 

(2) Provo that the sum of the measures of the distances of a point on a hyper- 
bola from the imaginary foci is equal to the transverse axis, the length of which is 
imaginary. 

(3) If twc) (M>njugate imaginary lines form a harmonic pencil with two real lines 
which are at right angles, then the real lines are the bisectors of the angles between 
the imaginary lines. 


(4) Prove that the ratio of the mojisures of the distances of a point on an 
ellipse from an imaginary focus and from the corresponding imaginary directrix is a 
constant quantity which is purely imaginary. 


(f)) Prove that the equation of the chord joining two points on an ellipse 
determined by complex eccentric angles 6 and (j) is 


A ’ ^+0 , y . ^+0 0 -< f > 

-om-f+lmn ^.=cos-2^, 


and that the ecpiation of the tangent at the point is 

^ cos B sin ^ = 1 . 
a h 


(C) Prove that the real and imaginary x^arts of the eccentric angle of the points 


where the line ?y=wi^+c meets the ellipse ^ 2 1=0 are respectively tan“^- 


h 

ma 


and tan " * - if c® > q. 

c 


(7) Prove analytically that the real part of the angle between two imaginary 
stmight lines through the origin is equal to one or other of the angles between the 
real bisectors of the angles between the lines and their conjugate imaginary lines. 

(8) Prove under the same circumstances that the imaginary x)art of the angle 
between the lines is the difference of the angles which the lines make with the 
bisectors in question. 
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THE GENERAL CONIC 

87. Definition of a conic. 

Let S and 8' be any two points real or imaginary; a, 6, c three 
lines, real or imaginary, through S, and a\ b\ c' three lines, real or 
imaginary, through S\ 

Then a, a', 6, b\ c, c' may be regarded as three pairs of corresponding 
rays of two projective or equi-anharmonic pencils with vertices at 8 and 
8\ and the ray of one corresponding to any ray of the other may be 
constructed. 



Def. 5. The locus of the points of intersection of corresponding rays 
of two projective pencils is a conic. 

It follows immediately from this definition that (J) a conic is com- 
pletely determined when five points on it are given, and (2) that a 
conic may be described through any five given points. 

The definition is illustrated by the figure. In this figure a real 
conic is determined by five real points 8, 8\ Aq, Bq, Cq and the pencils 
(S. -do -Bo Co) and (8' .AoBqCq) are constructed. P is any imaginary 
point on the conic. It can be constructed by means of the Poncelet 
figure corresponding to the diameter OK, which is parallel to the real 
line AA'BB'CC' through the point P, and its conjugate diameter OL. 
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By definition the pencils {S.A^B^C^P) and (aS^'. A^BjO^P) are projective. 

This is the case if {ABCP) = {A*B'C'P), where A, B, G and A\ B\ C‘ 

are the points in which the rays of the pencils meet the real line 

through P. That this is true may be verified by the figure. If P' be 

the conjugate imaginary point of P, then the point ilf, where OL meets 

the real line PP', is the mean point of P and P\ 

If the angles «, ft y, 8 determine four ])oints on a circle the anharmonic ratio of 

the pencil subtended by these points at the centre is 7^— j that 

sin(/a-y) sill 0-8)’ 

a — y a — 8 

sin sin -2 

of the iiencil subtended at any point on the circle is ■ : 

'■ ^ . /a-y . /a-8 

sin ■ sill 

22 22 


Similarly, if o, y, 8 bo the eccentric angles of points on the ellipse +^2 - 1 

the iuiharmoiiic ratio of the pencil subtended by these points at any point on the 

a - y a — 8 

Hill - , ' sin ^ 

ellipse is 


«-y 


«- 8 - 


If a, ft y, 8 bo complex angles, this expression still represents the anharmonic 
ratio of the four imaginary points on the ellipse (sec Art. 74 ). 


88. Through five given points, no three of ivhich are collivear, only 
one conic can he described. 

Ill Art. 87 the five points S, B', A, B, C completely determine the 
correspondence betwi^en the pencils whose vertices are S and S\ Hence 
the conic determined by the pencils with vertices 8 and S' is com- 
pletely and uniquely determined. The only question which arises is 
whether the same conic is obtained if, of the five points, S, S', A, B, C, 
points other than S and S' are taken as the vertices of the pencils. 
That the same conic is obtained may be proved as follows. 

'To 2)rove that whichever of the five given points, which determine a 
conic, are taken as the vertices of the two generating piencils, the same 
conic is obtained. 

Let A, B, C, D, E be the five given points. Join A to C, D, E and 
B to C, D, E. Let a pair of corresponding rays of the pencils so deter- 
mined meet at F. Join OF, and let CF meet BD, AD, BE and AE in 
K, L, My N respectively. Then F is the second self-corresponding 
point of the ranges CKM and CLN and is a point on the conic deter- 
mined by the pencils with vertices A and B. 
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Hence {CFKM) = {CFLN), 

Consider the pencils, DCy DB, DA and EC, EB, EA whose vertices 
are D and E. They determine ranges CKL and CMN on the line CF, 
and the second self-corresponding point of these ranges is the second 
point in which the conic determined by the pencils, vertices D and E, 
meets CF. Lot F' be the second self-corre- 
sponding point. 

Then (CF'KL) = (GF'MN) 

which is the same as (CF'KM) = (CF'LN). 

But (CFKM) = (CFLN), 

Therefore F and F' coincide and the two 
conics meet the line CF in the same pair of 
points and are therefore the same conic. 

Converse, 

If A, B, C, D, Ey F are six points on a conic the pencils subtended 
by the other four points at A and B are projective. But the five points 
A, C, D, E, F determine the conic and B may therefore be regarded as 
any point on the conic determined by these five points. Hence at any 
2 )oint on a conic four given points on the conic determine a pencil of 
constant anharmonic ratio. 

Hence it follows that a conic may be looked upon as the locus of a 
point at which four given points, which are on the conic, subtend a pencil 
of constant anharmonic ratio. It is sometimes convenient to look upon 
a conic from this point of view. 

89. Every straight line, in the plane of a conic, meets the conic — 
unless it breaks up into a pair of straight lines — in two points which may 
be real or imaginary, and may be coincident. 

If any two points on a conic be joined to four other points on the 
conic, the pencils so formed determine two superposed projective ranges 
on every line in the plane. The conic meets each line in the self- 
corresponding points of these ranges, which are two points, real, 
imaginary or coincident (Art. 81). 

There is one and only one tangent at every point on a conic, ivhich 
does not break up into a pair of straight lines. 

Let the conic be determined by five points A, B, C, P and 0, real or 
imaginary. For every point P' on the curve (P' . ABCP) = (0 . ABCP). 
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Let P* be a point adjacent to P. Then (P' . ABCP) = (0 . ABCP). 

Since P*A, P'P, P'C and the anharmonic ratio of the pencil 
{P\ABGP) are given, the line PP is a given line and is uniquely 
determined. This straight line is termed the tangent at P and contains 
all the points on the curve infinitely near to P. 

If P is real there will usually be a real point on the curve infinitely 
near to P and also an imaginary point infinitely near to P. Both of 
these points lie on the tangent at P. 

90 . Given two tangents to a conic and their points of contact^ to 
construct the tangent at any other point on the conic. 

Let the tangents at B and 0 
meet at A. Take P and Q 
any two points on the conic 
and let CP, BQ intersect at M 
and meet AB and AC in C' 
and B\ 

Then 

(B,BPQC) = {C,BPQC). 

Therefore , 

(C'PMC)^(BMQB')={RQMB). 

Hence C'B\ PQ and GB are concurrent at a point T. Let P and Q 
coincide. Then C'B', BC and the tangent at P arc concurrent. From 
the harmonic property of the quadrangle TG'PB it follows that, if TP 
and AG meet at P, the range ARB^G is harmonic. 

Hence to construct the tangent at any point P, join BP to meet 
AC at E and construct R the harmonic conjugate of A with respect to 
P, C. Then PR is the tangent at P. 

Four fixed tangents to a conic determine ranges of constant anharmonic 
ratio on all other tangents to the conic. 

Let AG and AB he any two tangents to the conic. Take points 
Pi, Pa, Ps, P4 on the conic. 

Let PPi, PPai -BP31 PP nieet AG in P/, P2', P3', P/ and let the 
tangents at Pi, P2, Ps, P4 meet - 4 C in the points Pj, Pg, P3, P4. Then 
the ranges ilPiP/C, AR^B^'G, AR^Bi'C, ^P4P4'C are all harmonic. 
Hence (P1P2P3P4) = (P/Pa^Pa^P/) = the anharmonic ratio of the pencil 
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formed by joining Pi, P.^, Pa, P4 to any point on the conic* a constant 
for all positions of B on the conic. 

91. Correlative definition of a conic. 

The correlative definition of a conic is as follows : 

The envelope of the lines joining pairs of corresponding points of two 
projective ranges is the correlative of a conic. 

From this it follows by means of the correlative proofs 

(1) that the correlative of a conic can be described to touch five 
given lines: 

(2) the anharnionic ratio of the range formed by the intersection of 
four fixed tangents to the correlative of a conic with a variable tangent is 
constant : 

(3) only one correlative of a conic can be described to touch five 
given lines, no three of which are concurrent : 

(4) through a given point two tangents real, coincident, or imaginary 
can be drawn to the correlative of a coryic : 

(5) every tangent to the correlative of a conic has one and only one 
point of contact. 

From Art. 90 and (2) above it follows that the correlative of a conic 
is a conic, 

92. If, through the vertices of two projective pencils, a conic be 
described, these pencils determine on the conic ranges of points, which 
are termed projective ranges on the conic. Such ranges subtend pro- 
jective pencils at every point on the conic. 

The anharmonic ratio of four points A, B, C, D at any point on the 
conic is written {ABGD), Hence the condition that A, B, C, D and 
A\ B\ C\ U should constitute two projective ranges on a conic is 
{ABCD)^{A'BV'n). 

All pairs of superposed projective pencils have a pair of self-corre- 
sponding rays. Hence every pair of projective ranges on a conic have a 
pair of self-coTi'esponding points. If the points of the two ranges be 
joined to any point on the conic, the self-corresponding rays of the 
pencils so formed meet the conic in the self-corresponding points of the 
projective ranges. Likewise, if through the vertex of an involution 
pencil a conic be described, the involution pencil determines on the 
conic a range of points which is termed an involution range on the conic, 

9 


H. I. G. 
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The range in question is such that if the points which constitute it be 
joined to any point on the conic, the pencil so formed is an involution 
pencil. 

It follows that, if three pairs of points A, A' \ B, B' ‘, (7, C' are such 
that the anharmonic ratio of the pencil formed by joining four of them, 
not constituting two pairs, to a point on the conic, is equal to the 
anharmonic ratio of the pencil formed by joining the other points of the 
pairs to a point on the conic, then A, A ' ; B, B' ; (7, C" are pairs of con- 
jugate* jioirits of an involution on the conic. 

Since every involution pencil has a pair of double rays, every 
involution range on a conic has a pair of double points. 

The correlative theorems and definitions, which hold for a real conic, 
are obviously true for the conic in general. 

There can he no double point on a conic, which does not break up into 
two straight lines. For if possible let there be such a point P, Join P 
to any point Q on the conic. Then the line PQ meets the conic in 
three points, which is impossible unless the conic breaks up into a pair 
of straight lines. 

93. It is now possible to prove for a conic in general the important 
theorems of projective geometry, which are proved for the real branch 
of a real conic in the Principles of Projective Geometry. The proofs 
are in most cases similar although in some cases they admit of simplifi- 
cation in the case of the general conic. They are shortly set forth in 
the following articles. The correlative theorem may in each case be 
proved by the correlative method. 

Involution property of a conic. 

A system of lines through any point S, real or imaginary, determines 
on any conic in their plane pairs of conju- 
gate points of an involution. 

Let be the point and SAA\ SBB\ 
see* any three chords through it. Join 
Ae* to meet SBB' in 0. 

Then 

{BB*eA) = (C' . BB*eA) = {BB'SO) 

and 

{B*Be’A*)^{A.EBe*A*) 

^{B BOS) --{BE SO), 
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Therefore {BECA ) = {EBG'A^). 

Hence (Art. 92) AA\ BE, CG* arc pairs of conjugate points of an 
involution on the conic. 

If SAA\ SBE are regarded as fixed it is seen that SGG' is an’*' 
choixl through fif. 

Conversely if A A\ BE, GG' are three pairs of conjugate points of an 
involution on a conic, then A A', BE, GG' are concurrent 

Similarly the correlative theorem and its converse may be proved. 

94. Pole and polar. 

If through a'point S chords SAA\ SBB', SGG', ... of a conic he drawn 
and L, M, N, ... are the harmonic con- 
jugates of 8 luith respect to A A', BE, 

GG\ ..., then the locus of L, M, N is a 
straight line, which is termed the polar 
of 8. 

Join A to A' , E , C' , A, B, ..., and 
join A' to A, B, G, A\ E , — Then, 
since AA\ BE, GG' form an involu- 
tion, the pencils (A . AA'BEGG') and 
{A' .A' A B'B G'G) are projective. But 
A A' is a self-corresponding ray of the 
pencils and therefore (Art. 49(3)) the 
pencils are in plane perspective and 
pairs of corresponding rays intersect on a fixed straight line s. 

Since s, in the figure, passes through U and U\ etc., the points 
L, M, N in which s meets the chords through 8 are, by the hannonic 
property of the quadrangle, the harmonic conjugates of 8 with respect 
to A, A'; B, E G, G\ — Hence the locus of these harmonic conju- 
gates is the straight line s. 

The points where s meets the conic, viz. E and F, are the double 

points of the involution AA* , BE, GG', They are the points of 

contact of the tangents from 8 to the conic and form a harmonic range 
on the conic with any pair of conjugate points A, A' \ B, B' ; etc. 

The correlative theorem for the construction of the pole of a given 
line can be proved by the correlative method, which is given for the 
case of a circle in Art. [76]. 
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Every real point in the plane of a real conic has a real polar with respect to the 


conic. 


A real conic is a conic which is met by every real line in its plane in a pair of 
pointsy real, coincident, or conjugate imaginary, A conic with a real branch in always 
real as is also a conic with a real equation. The latter includes the former 
(Art 106). 


Through a real point S draw real chords SAA' and SBD' to meet the conic in 
real points (figure, Art. 94) or in pairs of conjugate imaginary points. These form 
the real or semi-real quadrangle AA'B*B, the diagonal points triangle of which has a 
real side UU\ The line UU' is the polar of S. By Art. 94 it is the locus of 
harmonic conjugates of S with respect to the points of intersection with the conic of 
all chorda through S, 


From the preceding it follows that the polar of ti real point with respect to a 
conic, which hfis no real branch, such as the ellipse „ -H -a + 1= 0, is real. 


96. A conic determines on every straight line in its plane an 
involution, the double points of which are the points of intersection of 
the conic with the line. 

Let s be any straight line in the plane of the conic. On this 
straight line take points P,Q, R, .... These points have each a polar 
with respect to the conic. Let these polars meet the line s in P', Q\ 
R, ... respectively. Then P, R \ Q, Q' \ R, R \ arc harmonic con- 
jugates of the points E and F in which the line s meets the conic. 
Therefore PF, QQ\ RR, ... form an involution of which the points of 
intersection of s with the conic are the double points. If the conic and 
line are real the involution is real. 

Correlatively, a conic determines at evei'y point in its plane an involu- 
tion pencil, the double rays of which are the tangents from the point to 
the conic. This involution pencil is real if the conic and point are real. 

Two points P and P’ are said to l)e conjugate points with respect to a conic 
if {PFQQ')= - 1, where PP' meets the conic in Q and Q', The correlative definition 
holds for conjugate lines. 

96. From Arts. 93 — 95 it follows that the properties of pole and 
polar hold not only for the real branch of a conic but for the conic in 
general. From the harmonic property of a point and its polar it follows 
that every conic is in harmonic perspective with itself, any point and its 
polar being the centre and axis of perspective. When the point is real, 
the polar is real, if the conic is real. In this case the real branch of the 
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conic corresponds to itself and points on imaginary branches correspond 
to points on imaginary branches. 

If the conic is real and an imaginary point be taken as centre of 
perspective and its imaginary polar as axis of perspective, real points on 
the curve correspond as a general rule to imaginary points. 

97. Pascal’s theorem. 

The three points of intersection of the three pairs of opposite sides of 
a hexagon inscribed in a conic are collinear. 

Let A, B, C and A\ C be any six points on a conic. If 4, J.' ; 
B, Cy C are looked upon as pairs of corresponding points, they 
determine two projective ranges on the conic. 

Consider the pencils 

{A'.ABG) and {A.A'RC). 

They have a self-corresponding ray A A' and are therefore in perspective. 
Hence the lines which join any pair of 
corresponding points of the ranges to A^ and 
A intersect on a line s, which passes through 
K and L in the figure. This line meets the 
conic in the pair of self-corresponding points 
U and V of the projective ranges on the 
conic. 

Similarly consider the pencils 

{E .ABC) and {B.A'BV'). 

They have a self-corresponding ray BE and are therefore in perspective. 
As in the previous case pairs of corresponding rays of the pencils 
intersect on a line s\ which passes through K and *M. ’ This line 
s' meets the conic in the pair of self-corresponding points U and V of 
the projective ranges on the conic. Hence s must coincide with s. 
Therefore JT, i, M are collinear. But these are the points of inter- 
section of the pairs of opposite sides of the hexagon AEGA'BC'. Hence 
the theorem is proved. 

98. Brianchon’s theorem. 

The correlative theorem, Brianchon’s theorem, may be proved by 
the correlative method. The theorem is to the effect that, the three 
connectors of the three pairs of opposite vertices of a hexagon circum- 
scribed to a conic are concurrent. 


B 
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The converse of Pascal’s theorem and also of Brianchon’s theorem 
hold as for the real branch of a conic (see Art. [100]). 

In the proof of Pascal’s theorem, if A, A'; 5, C, C' be three pairs 
of conjugate imaginaiy points the Pascal line is real. For in the figure 
K, L, M are all points of intersection of pairs of conjugate imaginary 
lines and are therefore real. 

If A, A'l B, B' are pairs of conjugate imaginaiy points and C and C' 
are real, then the Pascal line is imaginary. For K is real while L and 
'M are imaginary. The real lines through L and M are the polars of 
AA* . CC* and BB . CC\ Hence no other real lines can pass through L 
and M and therefore the Pascal line is imaginary, K being the real 
point on it. 

Similarly if A, A' are conjugate imaginary points and B, B, (7, C' are 
real, the Pascal line is imaginary, M being the real point on it. 

The condition that three imaginary points should lie on a real conic 
is that the hexagon formed by these points and their conjugate imaginary 
points (as opposite vertices) should be a Pascal hexagon. This condition 
is clearly satisfied if the real lines through the imaginary points are 
concurrent, for in this case the Pascal line is the polar of their point of 
intersection. Hence three conjugate imagiriary points^ the real lines 
through which are concurrent, determine a real conic. 

99. Self-corresponding elements. 

Determination of the self -corresponding elements of two superposed 
projective pencils or ranges. 

Let a, 6, c and a\ b\ d be corresponding rays of two superposed 
pencils, vertex S. Describe a conic through S to meet the rays of the 
pencils in A, B, C, and A\ B, G\ 

Let the Pascal line of ABCA'BC meet the conic in L and M. 
Then SL and 8M are the self-corresponding rays of the two pencils. 

The self-corresponding points of two projective ranges can be obtained 
by the correlative method or can be deduced from the preceding.. 

If tivo conics, real or imaginary, intersect in two points, they also 
intersect in two other points, real or imaginary (see page [272]). 

Let S and S' be the given points of intersection of the conics (1) 
and (2). Take any three points Aq, Bq, Cq on the conic (1). Join these 
points to 8 and S\ Then the conic (1) may be regarded as generated 
by the projective pencils {S.AqBqCo...) and (S'.AoBoGt,...). 
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Let the rays of the first pencil meet the conic (2) in A, B, C, and let 
the rays of the second meet the conic (2) in A', S', C. Then the self- 



The figure represents the ease in which the conics are real and intersect 
in two real points (given) and in a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 


corresponding points of the ranges ABC and A'B'G' are the points of 
intersection of the Pascal line of AC BA' CB with the conic (2). Let 
these points be L and M. Then SL, S’ L and SM, S’M are pail's of 
corresponding rays of the pencils, which generate the conic (1), and 
therefore the conic (1) passes through L and Jl/, which are the two other 
points of intersection of the conics. 

100. Desargues’ theorem. 

Every transversal is cut hy a system of conics through four fixed 
points^ in pairs of conjugate points of an involution. 

Let any conic of the system of conics through the four fixed points 
Q, i2, S, T meet any transversal s in P and P\ and let opposite sides of 
the quadrangle meet s in A, A' and if, if' as in the figure. 
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Then {PFAB) = iQ.PFAB) = {PFTR), 

and iP'PA'B) = {S . FPA'B) = {FPRT) = (PFTR). 



In the figure the transversal a, which is real, meets the 
conic through Q, R, S, T, which are real, in a pair of 
conjugate imaginary points. Real pairs of conjugate 
points of the involution are situated on the same side 
of C and imaginary conjugates on opposite sides of C, 
where C is the centre of the involution. 

Therefore (PP'AB) = {P'PA'B'). 

Therefore P, P' are a pair of conjugate points of the involution deter- 
mined (Art. 84) by the quadrangle QRST on a*, i.e. of a given involution. 

Correlatively the pairs of tangents from any point to a system of 
conics, touching four fixed lines, are pairs of conjugate rays of an involu- 
tion j)encil. 

This may be proved by the correlative method. 

The converse theorems as stated in Art. [101] hold for th*e general 
conic. 

Oiie and only one conic, real or imaginary, can he desembed through 
two given points A and B to determine pairs of conjugates of given 
involutions on three given straight lines c, d, e. If the points A and B 
are real, and likewise the involutions on c, d, e, then the conic is real. 

This can be proved by the method employed in Art. [114(/)]. 

101. Carnot’s theorem. 

If the points determined hy a conic on the sides BC, CA, AB of any 
triangle be A^, Az; Bi, B^; Gi, G^, then 

BA, BA, GB, GB, AG, AG, 

GA, • GA] • AB, • AB, ‘ BG, ’ BG, " 
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Let the lines A^Bi and meet the side BA in Ca and O 4 . 
(7i, C^\ Ay B\ and (/g, are pairs of con- 
jugate points of an involution (Art. 84). 

Therefore 

AC, AC, 

BC, • BC, ' BC, • BC, ‘ 

But by Menelaus’ theorem 
AC, 1 
BC, 


Then 


and 


A6^4 

BG, 


CB, BA,* 
A B\ C A, 

1 


Therefore 


CB, BA^' 
AB,, ga:, 
BA, BA,, CB, 



GB., AG, AC, 


= 1 . 


GA, • CA, • AB, ' AB, ’ BC, ’ BC, 

Correlatively if the tangents from the vertices A, B, C of a tHangle 
meet the opposite sides in three pairs of points A,y A,\ B,y B,\ G,y G,y then 
BA, BA, CB, GB, AC, AC, _ 

CA~, CA, AB, AB, BC, BC, ” 

This may be proved by the correlative method. 

The converse theorems as stated in Art. [99] are all true. 


102. If two conieSy real or imaginnryy intersect in one point they 
also intersect in three other points. 


Let the conics S and S' intersect 
at A. 

Let B be any other point on 8. 

Draw any chord through B meet- 
ing S' in Q and Q\ 

Let AQy AQ' meet S again in R 
and R\ 

Then the pencils B (Q), B (R) 
have a ( 1 , 2) correspondence. For 
BQ determines BR and BR', and 
either BR or BR' uniquely determines 
BQ. Hence there are 2 + 1 or 3 
positions in which BQ and BR coin- 
cide (Art. [143]). For such positions 
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Q and i2 can only coincide at a point of intersection of the conics S and 
S'. Hence in addition to A the conics S and S' intersect in three 
points. 


103. The locus of the common 
conjugates of points on a fixed line 
with respect to two conics is a 
conic. 

Let P be any point on the 
fixed line I and let L and L' be 
the poles of I with respect to the 
given conics. The polars of P with 
respect to the conics arc two 
straight lines LQ and Z'Q, which 
pass through L and L and meet 
at a point Q, which is the common 
conjugate of P with respect to the 
conics. As P moves along Z, LQ 
and L'Q describe two pencils 
through L and L which are each 
equi-anharmonic with the range 
described by P and are therefore 
projective with each other. 

Hence the locus of Q is a conic, 
through L and X', and this conic 
is the locus of common conjugates 
of points on Z with respect to the 
two conics. 

104. 

The loci of the common conjugates 
of points on any two lines a and b with 
respect to the conics (1) and (2), are 
two conics. 

The common conjugate. of the point 
ab must be on both of these conics, 
which therefore intersect in one point. 
Therefore, by Art. 102, they intersect 
in three other points. Let P be one 
of these points. Let Pa and Pi be the 


The envelope of the common 
conjugates of lines through a fixed 
point with respect to two conics is 
a conic. 

Let p be any line through the 
fixed point L, and let Z and I' be 
the polars of L with respect to the 
given conics. The poles of p with 
respect to the conics are two points 
Iq and Vq which lie on Z and V 
and have for their connector q a 
line which is the common conju- 
gate of p with respect to the 
conics. As p rotates round X, Iq 
and Vq describe two ranges on Z and 
V 'which are each equi-anharmonic 
with the pencil described by p and 
arc therefore projective with each 
other. 

Hence the envelope of q is a 
conic which touches Z and Z', and 
this conic is the envelope of com- 
mon conjugates of lines through X 
with respect to the two conics. 


Every pair of conics have a common self conjugate triangle. 
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common conjugates of P on the lines a and h. Then PaPb is a common 
polar of P with respect to the two conics. Let PaPb meet the conics in 
A, A' and B, B\ The pair of common harmonic conjugates of A, A' 
and B, B' together with P form a common self-conjugate triangle of the 
conics. 

It follows from the preceding that the locus of common conjugates 
of points on any straight line with respect to two conics passes through 
the vertices of their common self-conjugate triangle. 

106 . Every pair of conics intersect in four points. 

Consider the locus of the common conjugates, with respect to the 
conics, of points on a line a which passes through one of the vertices F 
of their common self-conjugate triangle. The poles of the line a with 



regard to the conics are two points A and A' which lie on EG, the side 
of the common self-conjugate triangle opposite to F. The polars of P 
any point on a pass through A and A' and meet at a point P'. 

Since A, A' and also the jx)ints E, G\ F are on the conic which is 
the locus of P\ this conic must break up into a pair of lines, one of 
which is EA'AG and the other FP\ 

The polars of P' with respect to the conics pass through P. There- 
fore, if FP' be a, the locus of P for different positions of P' on a is the 
line a. Hence the lines a and a form an involution pencil. If FG is 
taken as a, then EF is a\ so that FG and FE are conjugate elements of 
the involution. Consider the two double rays of this involution. For 
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these P and P' lie on the same straight line. Therefore on these lines 
the two conics determine the same involution. Hence these lines meet 
the conics in the same pair of points. 

Similarly there are a pair of lines through E and a pair of lines 
through tr, which meet the conics in the same points. These six lines 
intersect in four points which are common to the two conics. Hence 
the conics intersect in four points. 

By the correlative method it may be proved that evei'y pair of conics 
have four common tangents. 

Since the conics considered in Art. 108 intersect in four points it 
follows by Desargucs* theorem that the locus of common conjugates of 
points on a straight line is (1) the locm of common conjugates of all 
conics through the four points of intersection of this conic y (2) that the 
locus parses through the vertices of the common self -con jugate triangle^ 
(3) that it is also the locus of the poles of the line with respect to conics of 
the system. (4) that it passes through the harmonic conjugates of the 
points, where the sides of the common inscribed quadrangle of the conics 
meet the given line, with respect to the vertices, and also through the double 
points of the iwolution determined by the quadrangle on the given line. 

No pair of conics real or imaginary can have more than one common 
self-conjugate triangle if they intersect in four distinct points. 

This is proved in the same way as the corresponding theorem in 
Art. [124]. 

Hence the diagonal points triangle of the common inscribed quad- 
rangle of Uvo conics and the diagonal triangle of their common circum- 
scribed quadrilatei'al coincide. 

EXAMPLES 

(1) Prove that the imaginary tangents from an internal point to an elliiteic are 
ecpially inclined to the focal distances of the i)oint. 

(2) Prove that a i>air of imaginary tangents from a real point to a conic subtend 
equal angles at a focus. 

(3) Prove that an imaginary tangent to a conic intercepts on two fixed real 
tangents a length wliich subtends a real constant angle at a real focus. 

(4) In Art. 94 if A A' and BB' are pairs of conjugate imaginary points and UU' 

meets SAA' and SBB' in Aq, Bq, prove that U and U' divide m the ratio 

1 SAf B A/[' 

\l (internally and externally), where and , M and if' being 

the points in which OAA* and OBB^ are met by diameters conjugate to diameters 
parallel to these lines. 
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THE IMAGINARY CONIC 

106. Distinction between real and imaginary conics. 

Hitherto the conic considered has been the general conic. A real 
conic may be defined as a curve which is met by every real straight lime 
in its plane in a pair of points, real, coincident or conjugate imaginary. 

In view of the correspondence between real points and purely 
imaginary points this definition may also be stated as follows. A real 
conic is a curve which is met by every purely imaginary straight line in 
its plane in a pair of points, purely imaginary, coincident or conjugate 
imaginary. 

It follows that, if a real conic hfxs a real point on it, it has a real 
branch. For, if through the real point a real straight line be drawn, it 
must meet the conic in a second real point. 

If a conic be described from data depending on imaginary points 
and quantities, another conic can be described in a similar way depending 
on the conjugate imaginary points and quantities. The second conic is 
termed the conjugate imaginary conic of the first. If a conic and its 
conjugate imaginary conic coincide, the conic in question must be a 
real conic. 

When only the real rays of the generating pencils of the conic are 
taken into account, it is proved in the Principles of Projective Geometry 
that a conic determines on every real line in its plane a real involution. 
When real, the double points of this involution are the points of inter- 
section of the line with the conic. From Art. 95 it is seen that, when 
these double points are imaginary, they are also the points of intersection 
of the line and conic. Being the double points of a real involution they 
are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. Hence all conics considered 
in the Principles of Projective Geometry comply with the definition of a 
real conic. If a conic of this nature can be described through five 
points or to satisfy other conditions, which determine the conic, the 
conic satisfying these conditions must be a real conic. 

If a real conic passes through an imaginary point, it also passes 
through the conjugate imaginary point. 
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For let ^ be a point on the conic. Draw the real line I through A. 
This real line will meet the conic in the conjugate imaginary point of 
which is consequently on the conic. 


A conic must be real if it passes through 

{a) 5 real points, 

(6) 3 real points and a pair of conjugate imaginary points, 

(c) 1 real point and 2 pairs of conjugate imaginary points, or 

(d) 3 pairs of conjugate imaginary points. 

In Art [149] real conics were described to comply with conditions 
(a), (6) and (c). Therefore a conic determined by these conditions is 
real. The fact that the conic is real in case (d) may be proved as 
follows. Let A, A' \ B, B' ; C, C\ be three pairs of conjugate im.aginary 
points on the conic. Then 

{C. A A' BIT) = (C'. AA'BB) = (O' . A' ABB). 

But if (0. AA'BB) = K + iK\ then (C'.A'ARB)=K - iK'. 

{K + ih ) (K — iK')y .'. K' = 0 and {C . AA'BB') is real. 
Hence the conic is real. (See Art. 23.) 

This result may also be obtained as follows. The four points A, A', 
B, B\ together with the point C, determine a conic. 


The four points A\ A, B', B, together with the point determine 


a second conic. This second conic is the con- 
jugate imaginary conic of the first But the 
six points A, A\ B, Tf, C, C' all lie on a 
conic. Hence the conic and its conjugate 
imaginary conic coincide, and therefore the conic 
is real. 

The conics (a) which can he described through two 
pairs of conjugate imagituiry points to touch a given real 
line and (b) correlatively the conics which can be described 
to touch two pairs of conjugate imaginary tines and to 
pass through a real point, are real. 

(a) Let A A' and BB be the real sides of a 
quadrangle AA'EB, and let A E, A'B be a pair of con- 
jugate imaginary sides of the quadrangle. Let the 
given real line I meet these pairs of the sides in X, X' 



and Y, Y. A conic through A, B, A\ E which touches I will touch I at one of the 


double points of the involution determined by X, X\ Y, Y\ These double points 
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are the common harmonic conjiigateH of A”, X* and Y, Y\ Since one pair of 
these are conjugate imaginary points their common harmonic conjugates — which 
are the double points of the involution — are real (Art. 8). Hence each of the two 
conics through A, A\ which touches passes through a real point and 

therefore is real. 

(6) This is proved by the correlative method. 

Of the conica, which paaa through one real pointy a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points^ and touch two real straight linea^ one pair is real and one pair is a pair 
conjugate imaginary conics. 

Let K be the real point and A' a pair of conjugate imaginary points through 
which the conics are described, and / and m 
the two real straight lines which they touch. 

Then the lines KA and KA' {a' and a”) 
are a pair of conjugate imaginary lines. 

Hence the points in which they meet the 
ro^l lines I and m are pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points, i.e. in the figure L\ L’ 
and M\ M" are pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points. Hence the points ^1, L\ M\ are 
the conjugate imaginary points of A\ JJ\ 
respectively. 

Hence the dcxible points F' and E’ of 
the involution determined by A", A, M', L 
are the conjugate imaginary points of the 
double points F'\ E" of the involution determined by A", A\ M'\ L". 

Here the lines F'F" and E' E" are real and they meet I and ni in real points. 
Hence the two conics corresponding to these chords of contact are real. Art. [106 (ft)]. 

The lines F' F' and E'F" are conjugate imaginary lines and they meet I and m 
in two pairs of imaginary points, the first ptiir being conjugate imaginary points of 
the latter pair. Hence the two conics corresponding to these chords of contact arc 
a pair of conjugate imaginary conics. 

Of the conics which pass through a real pointy a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points^ and touch a pair of ronjugate imaginary lines^ one pair is real and one pair 
is a pair of conjugate imaginary conics. 

In the proof of the last theorem let I and ni be a pair of conjugate imaginary 
lines. Then M' and L" are a pair of conjugate imaginary points as are also L and 
M", Hence the points A, M\ L\ are the conjugate imaginary points of A\ L\ M'\ 
Therefore the result follows as before. 

The correlative theorems hold. 

Since all circles pass through the circular i)oints at infinity, a circle which passes 
through one real point and a pair of conjugate imaginary points, or through two 
pairs of conjugate imaginary points, is real. 
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Analytical. 

Analytically a real conic u a conic whose equation does not explicitly contain “i”. 
The pointH of intersection of such a conic with a real straight line are given by a 
quadratic equation, which does not explicitly involve “i ”, and whose roots are there- 
fore real, coincident or conjugate imaginary. This definition includes as real conics 

x^ 

such curves as those given by the equations x"^ -\-y^ + «'-*= 0 and - + 1 = ^> although 

there are no real points on the curves in question. 

107. Every imaginary conic contains one real or semi-real 
quadrangle. 

Let 8 be the given conic and S' its conjugate imaginary conic. Let 
any real line a meet 8 in F and P', and S' in Q and Q'. Then Q and 
Q are the conjugate imaginary points of P and P', and P, P' and Qy 
Q determine a real involution on a (Art. 8). Similarly the conics 
determine real involutions on any other three real lines 6, c and d. 



Let E and E' be a pair of real conjugates of the involution on a. 
Describe a conic S through E and E' to determine conjugates of the 
given involutions on 6, c and d. This conic is real (Art. 99). 

Let F and P' be a second pair of real conjugates of the involution 
on a. Describe a second conic 2' through F and F' to determine 
conjugates of the given involutions on 6, c and d. This conic also is 
real. 

The conics 2 and 2' being real intersect in the vertices of a real or 
semi-real quadrangle ABCDy and determine pairs of conjugates of the 
involutions on a, h, o, d. 
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Describe a conic through P and A, C, D. It will pass through 
P'. Hence through P and P' there are two conics, viz. S and this new 
conic, which both pass through a pair of conjugates of the involutions 
on b, c and d. Hence these conics coincide and S passes through A, B, 
Cy D. Therefore S contains a real or semi-real quadrangle. 

The following is a particular case of the preceding. 

If a conic be generated hg pencils with real or with conjugate imaginary points for 
verticeSy it contains another pair of real or conjugate imaginary points, 

(a) Let the vertices of the projective pencils he real points and The pencils 
determine on any real straight line s two projective 
ranges in which a pair of real, or conjugate imaginary, 
points, A, A'y correspond to a jiair of real, or con- 
jugate imaginary, points, Ji and Af (Art. 83 (1)). 

Let A and A’ he I’cal. Then in the figure P and 
y arc real. 

Let A and A' be a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points. Then A and A ' are conjugate imaginary 
lines as are A' 2 ^ 1 i S^Af. Hence F and Q are a 
pail’ of conjugate imaginary points. 

(b) Let the vertices Hi and be a pair of conjugate imaginary points. Let A 
and A' be a pair of points which corrcsiioiid to their conjugate imaginary points A i 
and Af (Art. 83 (2)). Then tlie i^air of conjugate imaginary lines Hi A and 
meet in a real point F, and the pair of conjugate imiiginary lines «S'i^r and A J i' meet 
in a real point Q. Hence F and Q aiv mil. 

Let A and .d' Ihj a pair of i)oints each of which corrcsjionds to the conjugate 
imaginary of the other, so that A and Af, and A' and Jj are pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points (Art. 83 (2)). Then and are conjugate imaginary lines as 
are also HiA' and H^Ai. Hence /^and are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

Analytical. 

The most general form of the equation of a conic is 

H -H 

where ^*=0 and S'=^0 are the general forms of the equation of a real conic. 

Every imaginary conic whose equation is of the form <S'-f i*S*' = 0 has a conjugate 
imaginary conic whose equation is H-iH'=0 associated with it. If the first conic 
pass through an imaginary point, the second conic jiassas through the conjugate 
imaginary point. The points of intei-section of these conics, through which the 
real conics H=0 and ^' = 0 pass, consist in general of either 

(a) Four real points. 

(b) Two pairs of conjugate imaginary points. 

(c) Two real points and a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

Hence every imaginary conic contains four points, which constitute either a real 
quadrangle or a semi -real quadrangle of the first or second kind. 



H. I. G. 
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Even'y imaginary conic has a real or semi-real ciraumscHbed quadm- 
latei^aL 

This may be proved by the correlative method to that employed to 
prove the first theorem of this article. 

108. Xo imaginary conic can have more than one self-conjugate 
triangle real or semi-reaL 

Let ABC and A' RG* be two self-conjugate triangles of the conic. 



(а) Let ABC and A! RC be real. Join AA' to meet BG and RC 
in L and K, Then A\ K and A, L are pairs of conjugate points with 
respect to the conic, and the conic therefore meets AA' in a pair of 
points which are rejil or conjugate imaginary. Similarly it meets BR 
and CC' in ptiirs of points which are real or conjugate imaginary. 
Hence the conic is real. 

(б) Let ABC and A'B'G' be semi-real. Let A and A' be the real 
vertices. Then as before the conic meets A A' in a pair of real or con- 
jugate imaginary points. Produce BC and BC' to meet at D, Then 
Kf D and B\ G' arc pairs of conjugate points with respect to the conic; 
also R, C is a pair of conjugate imaginary points. Hence the conic 
meets BC* in a pair of real points (Art. 8). Similarly it meets BG in a 
pair of real points. Hence the conic is real. 

(c) If ABC is real and A'B'C' is semi-real, it may be proved as in 
case (b) that the conic must be real. 

109. Construction of the self-conjugate triangle — real or semi- 
real — of an imaginary conic. 

Let ABCD bo the real or serai-real inscribed quadrangle of the conic 
and let abed be the real or semi-real circumscribed quadrilateral. Then 


147 


Seal Self-Conjugate Triangle 

the diagonal points triangle of ABCD, and the diagonal triangle of ahcd, 
are both real or semi-real self-conjugate triangles of the conic. Hence 
they coincide in a real or semi-real triangle EFO. Therefore the 
sides of the . quadrilateral abed intersect in pairs on the sides of the 
triangle EFO. Also by the properties of pole and polar the points of 
contact of a, 6, c, d are collinear in pairs with the vertices E, F, G of 
the triangle EFO. 

Let ABGD be real or semi-real of the first kind. 

Then the conic is in real harmonic perspective with any vertex of 
EFO for centre and the opposite side for axis of harmonic perspective. 

Hence A, B, C, D are all real or are conjugate imaginary in pairs, 
and a, 6, c, d „ „ „ „ „ 

If A, /y, Gy D are real and a, b, c, d are imaginary the conic is real. 
This is also the case if A, B, Gy D are imaginary and ay b, c, d are real 
(Art. 106). 

Therefore, if the inscribed quadrangle is real or semi-real of the first 
kind, the circumscribed quadrilateral is real or semi-real of the first kind. 

Let A BGD be semi-real of the second kind. 

Then the triangle EFO is semi-real. Hence the quadrilateral abed 
has a semi-real diagonal triangle, and therefore it must be semi-real of 
the second kind. 

Therefore the inscribed quadrangle and the circumscribed quadrilateral 
of an imaginary conic are always of the same kind, real, semi-real of the 
first kind, or semi-real of the second kind. 

The conic cannot pass through any real points other than A, ByG, D, 
or through any pairs of conjugate imaginary points other than A, B, 
Gy D, for if it did so it would be a real conic. 

Likewise the conic cannot touch any real lines other than a, b, c, d, 
or any pairs of conjugate imaginary lines other than a, 6, c, d, for if it 
did so it would be a real conic. 

Hence the tangents at A, B, G, D and the points of contact of a, b, 
Cy d are all imaginary. The tangents at A, B, G, D intersect in pairs 
of imaginary points in the sides of the triangle EFO and the points of 
contact of a, 6, c, d are collinear in pairs with E, F, and O. 

It should be noticed that the real or semi-real quadrangle and 
quadrilateral of an imaginary conic are the common inscribed quadrangle 
and the common circumscribed quadrilateral of the conic and its conju- 
gate imaginary conic. 


10—2 
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110. Geometrical origin of an imaginary conic. 

Any imaginary conic can be described as the conic which circumscribes 
a real or semi-real quadi'angle and touches either a real line or an 
imaginary line. In the latter case the quadrangle is semi-real of the 
second kind and the real point on the imaginary line touched by the conic 
lies on a side of the diagonal points triangle of the quadrangle. 

Cor relatively : 

Any imaginary conic can be desciibed as the conic which is inscribed 
in a real or semi-real quadrilateral and passes through either a real 
point, or an iinaginai'y point. In the latter case the quadrilateral is 
semi-real of the second land and the real line through the imaginary 
point, through which the conic is described, passes through a vertex of the 
diagonal triangle of the quadrilateral. 

Those results follow from the last article. 

Tln'ough the vertices of a real or semi-real quadrangle two conics can 
be described to touch a real line. If these conics are imaginary they touch 
the real line at a pair of conjugate imaginary points and are therefore 
conjugate imaginary conics. 

This result follows from Desargiies' theorem. 

Conics circumscribing a real or semi-real quadrangle so as to touch a 
given in naginary line. 

Two conics can be described through the vertices of a real or semi- 
real quadrangle ABGD to touch an imaginary line 1. The points of 
contact are the double points of the involution determined by the sides 
of the <iuadrangle ABGD on 1. Let these points be E and F. Take 
V the conjugate imaginary line of 1. A conic through A, B, C, D may 
be described to touch this line at either of two points and F\ The 
points E, F, E\ F' are two pairs of conjugate imaginary points. Hence 
the conic through A, B, C, D and E will be the conjugate imaginary 
conic of one of the conics through A, B,C,D and E' or F\ Similarly the 
conic through A, B, C, D and F will be the conjugate of the other one 
of these conics. 

Similar results hold for the correlative construction of an imaginary 
conic. 

111. Real conjugate points with respect to an imaginary conic. 

Every real point in the plane of an imaginary conic has one real 
conjugate point with respect to the conic. 
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Seal Conjugate Points 

Let A be any real point. Describe a system of real conics through 
the vertices of the real or semi-real quadrangle contained by the given 
imaginary conic. Let the polars of A with respect to two of these real 
conics meet at A\ Then A and A' are real and are the double points 
of the involution determined on AA' by the conics described through 
the vertices of the quadrangle. Hence by Desargues’ theorem they are 
conjugate points with respect to all conics — including the given imaginary 
conic — which pjiss through the vertices of the (juadrangle. 

The point A' is the one real point on the imaginary polar of 4. It 
can be constructed as the point of intersection of the polars of A with 
respect to the given imaginary conic and its conjugate imaginary conic. 

Correlatively : 

Every real line in the plane of an imaginary conic has one real 
conjugate line with respect to this conic. 

It follows from the above that the points of intersection of the real 
line AA^ with the imaginary conic are a pair of conjugate points of a 
I'eal involution. This involution is that determined on the line by the 
real or semi-real quadrangle of the conic. 

The locus of the real conjugates of real points on a given real straight 
line ivith respect to an imaginary conic, is a conic (a) which passes 
through the vertices of the diagonal points triangle of the real or semi-real 
inscribed quadrangle of the conic, (6) which meets the sides of the quadrangle 
in six points which are the harmonic conjugates of the promts, where the 
sides meet the given line, with respect to the vertices, and (c) luhich meets 
the given line in the double points of the involution determined on the line 
by the quadrangle. (Eleven points locus.) 

Describe two rqal conics through the vertices of the real or semi-real 
inscribed (juadrangle of the imaginary conic. The real conjugates with 
respect to the imaginary conic of real points on the given line are the 
common conjugates of these same points with respect to the two real 
conics. Hence the result follows from Art. [117 (2)]. 

In the proof in question two imaginary conics could have been 
substituted for the two real conics. Hence it follows that the locus — 
which is the eleven points locus — is not only the locus — as proved in Art. 
[117 (2 )] — of the real poles of the given line with respect to real conics of 
the system, but also that the imaginary points on the locus are the poles 
of the real line with respect to imaginary conics of the system. 
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Oremona transfonuation. 

The fact that every real point in the plane of an imaginary conic has one and 
only one real conjugate point with respect to the conic affords a method of 
deducing geometrical theorems from each other. The points are said to be derived 
from each other by what is termed the Cremona transformation. 

If il' be the real conjugate of the relationship between A and A' is reciprocal. 
If A moves along a straight line a, the conjugate point A’ describes a conic a\ 
which passes through three fixed points Cr, which are the vertices of the real 
or semi-real self-conjugate triangle of the imaginary conic. Conversely if A describes 
a conic through O the conjugate point A' describes a straight line. If a 

corresponds to a* and h to the point ah corresponds to the point oUl, To a 
straight line through any one of the points E^ F, O corresponds a straight line 
through the same point together with the 02 )i)osite side of the triangle EFG 
(Art. [105]). The anharmonic ratio of any four points on a is equal to the 
anharmonic ratio of the four corresponding points on a' (Art. [117 (2)]). Hence, if six 
2 )oint 8 on a form an involution, the corresponding six points on (/' likewise form an 
involution. 

It will l)c convenient to term conics which pass through the same three points, 
three point conics^ and conics which pass through the same four iioints, four point 
conics. 

The method may be illustrated as follows. Consider Desargues’ theorem and 
let a\ b\ d be three four point conics. Take three of the points of intersection of 
these conics as E^ F, G. Then to a\ h\ d corresi)ond three straight lines a, 6, c 
which meet at a point, since a', h\ d intersect in a fourth ]3oint. Hence since 
a\ h\ d determine an involution on any transversal the corresponding points, 
viz. the points of intersection of a, 6, c with the conic «, form an involution. 
Hence the theorem which corresponds to Desargues’ theorem is to the effect that 
three concurrent straight lines determine an involution on a conic. 

From the involution 2)roperty of the quadrilateral it follows that if four three 
point conics intersect in pairs in A, A',Bf (7, C the connectors of these points to 
any one of the three points of intersection of the conics form an involution x^encil. 

From Brianchou’s theorem it follows that if six three point conics be described 
to touch a given straight line, three of the three point conics, which can be drawn 
through pairs of points of intersection of these six conics, meet at a point. 

If a pair of the points E^ Q are the critical points the results obtained by this 
method are similar to those obtained by inversion. 

Generally in this method (1) to a conic corresponds a quartic curve through 
E^ F, Cr, having nodes at these points, (2) to a conic through one of the points 
F, F, Q coiTespon<}s a cubic curve through F, F, Q having a node at one of these 
points, (3) to a conic through two of the points F, F, Q corresponds a conic 
passing through two of the vertices of the triangle, (4) to a conic through the 
three points F, F, G corresponds a straight line. 
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112. Harmonic locus of two imaginary conics. 

As in .Art. [133] it may be proved that the envelope of a chord which 
is cut hy two imaginary conics in pairs of points^ which are harmonic 
conjugates, is a conic, which touches the eight tangetds, which can he drawn 
to the two conics at their four points of intersection. This conic is 
generally imaginary. 

The correlative and also the converse theorems can also be proved 
as in Art. [133]. 

The envelope of chords cut harmonically hy a conic and its conjugate 
imaginary curve is a real conic, which touches the eight tangents which 
can he drawn to these curves at their four points of intersection. 

In this case the four points of intersection form a real or semi-real 
quadrangle A BCD. 

(1) Let A, B, C, D be real. The tangents to the two conics at these 
points, being tangents to conjugate imaginary curves at the same real 
points on the curves, are pairs of conjugate imaginary lines. Thus, if a 
and a' be the tangents to the two conics at A, they are conjugate 
imaginary lines. Hence the harmonic locus of the conics touches four 
pairs of conjugate imaginary lines and is therefore real. (Art. 106.) 

(2) Let A and B be real and G and D a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points. The tangents a and a' at A and the tangents h and V at B to 
the two conics are two pairs of conjugate imaginary lines. Let c and c' 
be the tangents at C, and d and d' the tangents at D, Then as C is an 
imaginary point the lines c and & are not conjugate imaginary lines. 
Consider however c and d. They are tangents to conjugate imaginary 
curves at conjugate imaginary points and are therefore conjugate 
imaginary lines. Similarly c' and d are conjugate imaginary lines. 
Hence in this case also the harmonic locus touches four pairs of con- 
jugate imaginary lines and is therefore a real conic. (Art. 106.) 

(3) Let A and B and also G and D be pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points. Then as in the last case a and V, a and h, c and d', and c' and 
d are pairs of conjugate imaginary lines and as they are tangents to the 
harmonic locus it is a real conic. (Art. 106.) 

Hence the harmonic locus of two conjugate imaginary conics is a 
real conic. For its equation see Art. 114. 

Similarly the correlative locus is a real conic. 
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113. Analytical. 

Let aV = 0, #S"=0, Le the equations of two real conics, 2=0, 2' = 0 their tangential 
equations, ilnd 4»=0 the tangential e<iuation of the envelope of lines cut harmoni- 
cally by the conics. 

Consider the conic #5+1/8" = 0. Its tangential equation is2-2' + i* = 0. Here 
the conic contains a real or semi-real quadrangle given by #5=0 and #5'=0, and has 
likewise* a real or semi-real circumscribed quadrilateral whose sides are given by 

2-2'=0, ^►=0. 

The fact that ^=0 is one of these equations, shows that the real or conjugate 
imaginary tfingents are tangents to the harmonic locus of #5=0, and #5' = 0. 

Consider the conic 2 + i2'=0. Its ordinary equation is A#5 - A'#5' + iF=0, where 
is the locus of points from which tangents to 2 = 0 and 2'=0 form a harmonic 
IKsncil. 

Hence the conic has a real or semi-real circumscribed quadrilateral the sides of 
which are given by 2 = 0 and 2'=0 and has likewise a real or semi-real inscribed 
quadrangle whose vertices are given by 

A#5-a'#5'=0, /"=0. 

'^riie locus of points the tangents from which to the conics 2 = 0 and 2' = 0 form 
a harmonic pencil passes through those points. 

Let the equation of the conic l)e 

,V+nV'=0 («) 

C^Misider the two real conics 

#5=0, 

ami #S'' = 0, 

when these conics intersect in four real points or two pairs of conjugate imaginciry 
])oints. The conics then have a real .self-conjugate triangle. Hence #5 and #5' may 
be written in the form : 

#5 =rt?/2 +^^2 
#5' = + 6*' 

where ?/, v and w are linear functions of .v and y. 

Hence the equation (a) may bo written 

(a + ia) u'^ + (6 + lb') v~ + (c + id) w' = 0, 

(»r replacing w, v and lo by .r, y, r, as 

(a + ia') +(6 + ih') + (c + ^V) z^=0 ( 1 ) 

The vertices of the inscrilnsd quadrangle of this conic arc given as the points of 
intersection of the real conics, 

-Vhy^ +e2- =0, (2) 

a' x^ + h'y^ + dz ^ = 0 (3) 

The tangential equation of (1) is 

a-\‘ia^ c-\‘id ’ 


(« - ta') + (6 - *6') + (c - id) ^^=0. 


r 


(5) 
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Hence the circumscribed quadrilateral is given by 

j wi- ^ 


and a' ,„ + //,« -i 76 +c' ,., = 0 (7) 

(i) The values of .v\ ?/^ and obtained from (2) and (3) arc the same a# 

the values of „ , , — obtained from (6) and (7). Hence, if the 

values of a\ y, z are real, the values of I, 7«, n will be real. Hence, if the irjscribed 
quadrangle is real, the circumscribed quadrilateral is real, and if the inscribed 
quadrangle is semi-real of the firet kind the circumscribed quadrilateriil is also 
semi-real of the first kind (cf. Art. 109). 

(ii) Consider the polar reciprocal of (2) ivith regard to the conic 

(«) 

which is always real. 

The line f.v-^7n7/-^7iz = 0 touches (2) if 

(9) 

a b c ^ ' 


The polar of .r', y', z' with respect to (8) is 

+ b''^ yy' -4- \/ c- -h c'*-* zz = 0. 
Substituting in (9) the locus of .r'?/V is 


{<t^+a'^) ^ +(6a+6'2)-Y + (c- + ^/-0 ^^ = 0. 

The A’, y, z equation of (6) is 

(rt2 + a'S) ^ + (6* + + c'») j = 0. 

Hence the polar reciprocal of (2) with respect to (8) is (6). 

Similarly „ „ (3) „ „ (8) is (7). 

Hence the polars of the vertices of the quadrangle with respect to (8) are sides 
of the quadrilateral. This confirms (i). 

(iii) The polar reciiu’ocal of (1) with respect to (8) is 
a\+a.'^ + + 

a + ia' 6+V6' ^ c-H?c " * 

or (a - la!) -|- (6 - ib'') ^- + (c - id') z- = 0. 

This is the conjugate imaginary curve of (1). Hence the polar reciprocal of (1) 
with respect to (8) is its conjugate imaginary curve. 


114. Harmonic and anharmonic loci of two conics. 

The equation of the envelope of a line, which is cut in constant anharmonic 
ratio by two conics *S'=0 and S'=0, can be easily obtained as follows : 

All conics of the system S-\-\S' = 0 are cut by a transversal lx + my + nz=:0 
in an involution two pairs of conjugate points of which Aj A' and B' are given as 
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the (joiiitH of iiitci'scction of the line te+»iy+»w=0 with the conics S—0 and 
,V'=0. 

The double points of this involution are given by the values of X, viz. Xj and Xj, 
which arc obtained from the tangential equation of <S'+X.S"=0, i.e. fi-oni 

2+X*+X*2'=0, 

••Xi+X* *, 

iiml ^ 1 X 2 = ^,. 

Hut by oxaifiple (6), Art. 27, if 

X 1 X 2 22'* 

Therefore the equation of tlie an harmonic locus is 

The harmonic locus is * = 0, for 1 +/li= 0 in this case. 

The equation of the common points is 4»‘-^ = 422', for /i = 0 in this case. 
Correlatively the equation of the locus of points, the tangents from which form 
a pencil of constant anharmonic ratio fi, is 

The corresponding harmonic locus is /^=0, for 1+/Lt = 0 in this case. 

The equation of the common tangents is for fi = 0 in this case. 

In the preceding 

* s 2 (be' + cb' - 2ff) = 2 rti ^2 (suppose), 

and F= 2 (BC' + ('/?'- 2FF') s, 2a^ i.r-^ (suppose). 

Consider the two conics 

xS'+i^S'^O, and 0) 

The tangential equations of these conics are 

2-2' + i*=0 and 2-2'-i4» = 0. 

The equations *=0 and /’s=0 t)f the preceding become in this case 

2(2 + 2 ') = 0 , ( 2 ) 

and 2 (A*V+A'<S'- /'*+4»i) = 0, 

where = 0 is the a;, z ccpiation of ^=0. 

Hence the equations of the anharmonic loci of the conics (1) are respectively 

(2 + 2')* = (f 1 Jiy 1(2 - 2')* + **}. (3) 

(a 5+ - /*+ ♦,)=* = (J {(A - e')“ + (e - 4 ')*} (A'- + *"*). 


and 


(4) 
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If ^=0 (3) liecomos 422' = **, which is the equation previously obtained for the 
points of intersection of the conics. 

The if, z equation of 2 (2 + 2') = 0 is F)=K). 

Consider the two conics 

2+i2' = 0 and 2-/2' = 0. 

The . 1 ', y, z equations of these conics are 

— A' S' + il^= 0 and aS — A' S' — 0. 

Their ^ =0 and F=0 oipiations become respectively 
a 22 + A''^2'-AA'^ +Fi 
(A-e7+(e-A7^ ’ 

2(,S’A+A*'A') = 0, 

where Fi = 0 is the tangential equation of F=0. 

Hence their anharmonic loci ai'o 


(A22 + A'=*2'-AA'* + /’i)''* = ^] (SH2'-), a) 

(,9a + .S"A')-= (] A'5|')-+ (:i) 


If /i = 0 equation (2) gives the same equation of the common tangents as that 
previously obtained. 

Hence it follows that the avhannotiic loci of two conjugate iniaghiary conics arc 
real conics, 

115. AnlLarmonic loci of two conjugate imaginary conics. 

These may also be obhiiiicd as follows : 

(Consider the conics S=0 and S'=0, 

The points of intersection of the line Lv-\-my’\-nz = 0 with the first of these are 
given by 

{cl^ H- ati^ — 2gln) {elm — fin — gmn + hn^) xy + {cm- + hn^ — '‘Ifmn) y^=0 (1) 

with a similar equation (2) for the points of intersection of the line with the second 
conic. 

But if X be one of the anharmonic retios of the points given by 
aix^ + 2 ^ 10 ; + ■■ 0 and + ^th^x 4- 6/ = 0, 

by example (3) Art. [14] 

Now, if the values from (1) and (2) are substituted in this equation and 2, 2\ <1» 
are the tangential equations of the conics and their harmonic locus, this becomes at 
once X 
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Consider the coiiic.s and H — — 

Their tangential equations are 

and 2 2 ” 4^ * Oj 

and their hariiLoiiio locus is 

2 + 2 ^= 0 . 

Hence from (3) their aiiharmouic locus is the real curve 

116. The locus of real points at which a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points A and A' and a pair of imaginary points B and C subtend a 
pencil y whose anharmonic ratio is realy is a cubic curve. 

Let Bl and O' be the conjugate imaginary points of B and C. Let 
V be a real point on the locus. 

Then if (B ,AA'BC) = K-^ iK\ (P . A' A KG') = K- ilC. 

Thercfort‘ since K' = 0, 

(P . AA'BC) = (P . A'ABV'), 

Hence the pencil subtended at P by the three pairs of points is an 
involution pencil and the required locus is the cubic obtained in Art. 
[142 (3)], which passes through the six points Ay A\ By B\ C, G\ 

(1) If the chords A^V, BB\ GG' are concurrent at 0 the six points 
^l, A\ By B\ Gy G' lie on a conic and the cubic breaks up into this conic 
and the polar of 0 with respect to the conic. (See Art. [98].) 

(2) In the general case the construction for certain points on the 
cubic is given in Art. [142 (3)]. 

In case (1) the points subtend at 0 a pencil whose anharmonic ratio 
may be 0, 1, or x , and in case (2) the same applies to points on the lines 
AA'y BBy GG' in all cases, since two of the four rays coincide. 

In the proof of the involution cubic given’ in Art. [143 (3)] the three 
pairs of points Ay A \ By B \ Gy G' arc assumed to be re.al. From the 
preceding it follows that this need not be the case. Any of the pairs 
of points may be pairs of conjugate imaginary points. In case (1) the 
six points, whether real or conjugate imaginary, subtend an involution 
pencil at real points on the polar of 0. 
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This result may be proved analytically as follows : 

Take A A' for axis of x and let the coordinates of A and A' be ia' and — uz'. 
Let the coordinates of B and C be h + ih\ c+tc' and l + tT respectively. 

Then the conncctoi*s of the ^loints A, A\ B, C to any point P y) meet the 
axis of X in points given by 


?a', - ia\ 


(j, ^c)X-a\ T .{y-c)X'+f^X {y^^X,-VX,^ .(y -1) X{ + l'X, 


whei*e X=hy- c.v, A'' = b'y — c'x^ A \ = ky - Ix^ A'/ ■■= kfy — Vx. 


The condition that the anharmonic ratio of a range should bo real is given in 
Art. 24. The relation in this ease can be reduced to the form 


1 (^- 6-)2 + C *'2 

0 iy-c) X — dX* 


{y^l)X,-VX,' 

A,‘-* + AV^ 



In this determinant, if y is made equal to zero, the result is zero. Hence y is a 
factor and the curve is a cubic. 


117. To find the equation of the conic, points on %ohich subtend a pencil of 
unharmonic ratio K-\-iK! at any four given points. 

Let the cooixlinates of the four given points A, B, C, D be Xiy ^ ; x^y^; 

.^ 4^4 respectively. 

The connector of the point x^yx to the point P {xy) meets the axis of x in a 
point Zi, at a distance from the origin. 

Substituting this and the similar values in the usual cxpi-ossion for an anharmonic 
ratio and equating the result to K+iX', the equation of the conic is found to be 


X 

y 

1 

! ^ 

y 

1 

x^ 

y\ 

1 


X\ 

?h 

1 

X-A 

y ^ 

1 


Xx 

y ^ 

1 

X 

y 

1 


X 

y 

1 

X‘2 

y ^ 

1 


X*A 

y % 

1 

X3 

yz 

1 


X^ 

2^4 

1 


If the four points A, B, C, D arc real this result is at once obtained from the 


fact that 


sinAPC'-^^ area ^ j^p Qp 


1 1 
^1 y\ 

^’3 Vs 


1 

1 

1 


If A, B and C, D are pairs of conjugate imaginary points, while x and.y are real, 
the expression on the left-hand side is real. 
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118. Theorem. The anhamionic ratio of the four points of 
intersection of the conics 5 = 0 and S' = 0 at any point of the conic 

S— \S' = 0 is ^ ^ where Ki, K^y are the roots of the 

discriminating cubic of 8— \8' = 0 and the quantities Ki, K^y and X 
are interchanged according to the ordei' in which the points of intersection 
of the conic are taken in the anharmonic ratio. 

Let S - iTiS' = 0, S — = 0, S — TTaS' = 0 determine respective!}- 

the pairs of lines Fil\y P3P4 ', PiP^i -^2^4; P1P4, P2Pz- Let 0 be any 
point in the plane and let S — XS' = 0 be the conic through 0, Pj, Pg, 
P3, P4’ Then the equations of the polars of 0 with respect to the three 
pairs of lin<‘S and this conic are of the form P — K^P' = 0, P — = 0, 

P — -fiTgP = 0, P — XP' = 0, the last being the equation of the tangent 
at 0 to tht‘ conic. 

Now th(* polars of two fixed points with respect to four conics through 
four fix:ed pf»ints form two projective pencils. Hence the pencils formed 
by the polars of any two points with respect to the same four conics of 
the system have the same anharmonic ratios. But the polars of Pj 
with respect to the three pairs of lines and the conic considered are 
PiPg, PiP,, P1P4 and PjPi, the tangent at Pi to the conic 5 — X5' = 0. 
But (Pi . P 2 Pap 4 Pi) = (0 . P 2 P;,P 4 Pi) by the anharmonic property of 
the conic. Hence (O.P0P3P4P1) equals the anharmonic ratio of the 
polars of U. That is to say it is equal to 

The author is indebted to Mr S. (5. Soal for this proof. The result 
may also be proved analytically for the imaginary conic by means of 
Art. 117. 

119. Th(» theorem proved in the last article affords an easy method of 
distinguishing lietweeii real and imaginary conics which pass through the four 
vertices of a real or semi-real quadrangle. 

Consider the conic S-\S'=0 and let the four points of intersection of the conics 
>V=0 and 5'=0 Ihj mil or two i)airs of conjugate imaginary points. In this case 
A'l, A'a, A'a are all real. 

(i) Hence if the conic is real the anharmonic ratio of four real points or of tivo 
pairs of conjugate imaginary points on the curve is real : if the conic is imaginary 
the anharmonic ratio of the four real points on the curve or of the two pairs of 
conjugate imaginary iK)intN on the curve is imaginary. 

Let the four points of intersection of the conics S=0 and S'=0 be two real 
points C and D and a i)air of conjugate imaginary points A and A\ In this case 
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Ki and two of the roots of the discriminating cubic, ore a pair of conjugate 
imaginary quantities a+ia', and a — ia\ while the third root is real. 

Hence 


(AA'CD)^ 


a + ia' 
a — la 


3 

A'a 


a + ia — \ 
a — ia' — X 


= K+iK' 


(suppose). 


Let X be real, then 

(A’ A CD) = ^ = A' - lA", . A'2 + A"s = 1. 

Let X be then (A'ACD)=^K^tK' and the relation 1 does not hold. 


(ii) Hence if the conic is real an anharnionic ratio of two real points (C and Z>) 
and a pair of conjugate imaginary points (.lI, A') on the curve is K+iK' where 
K^ + K'^=l ; if the conic is imaginary the anharnionic ratio of the two real points 
((7, D) and the two conjugate imaginary points (J and -4') on the curve is K+iK' 
where + 

The only case in which the anharmonic ratio of the points of intersection of aS '=0 
and jS '=0 at any point of the imaginary conic S+tS' = 0 can be real is when two of 
the roots A\, A'2, A3 are equal, in wliich case the anharmonic ratio is 1, 0, or qo . 

If a conic passes threugh a real or semi-real quadrangle and through a real 
point, the curve is real, for the equation to determine X does not involve “ 

If a conic passes through a real or semi-real quadrangle and through an imaginar}' 
point, the conic is real or imaginary accoiding as it jiasses or does not pass through 
the conjugate imaginary point. The condition necessary and sufficient is that the 
hexagon fonued by the six points is a Pascal hexagon. (See Art. 98.) 

A real conic can always he described thi*ough three pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points the real connectors of which are concurrent, for the Pascal line of the hexagon 
.so formed is the polar of the jioint of intersection of the connectors. 


(iii) Generally the anharmonic ratio of a pair of conjugate imaginary points 
(A, A') and of two imaginary points {By G) on a real conic is imaginary. If, how- 
ever, the real chords through Ay By C are ctuicurrent at a point 0 the anharmonic 
ratio is real. 

Let // and C' l>e imaginary conjugates of B and G. Then if 
{C\XA^BC) = K^^iK\ {C, A'ABC') = K-iK\ 

Since B' and C' arc on the conic 

{AA'BC)=K+iK^ and {A'ABC) = K-iK\ 

If AA'y BB'y C(J* are concurrent the six points form an involution on the conic, 
and {AA!BC')=^{M Air 

. A' -I- iK' =K—iK\ . • . A’''=0. 

(iv) Generally the anharmonic ratio of four imaginary points A, By Cy D on a 
real conic is imaginary. If however tho real chords through the points are con- 
current at a point 0 the anharmonic ratio is real. 

Let A'y By C\ />' be the conjugate imaginary points of A, //, Cy D. They are on 
the curve. 
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Hence if (^ABCD)=K->riK', (A'1iC'D)=K-iK'. 

But {ABCD)~[,A'KC'D). 

Hence K->ciK* = K—iK\ A"=0. 

Ill f;x.sc (iii) when the chords arc concurrent the four points subtend a pencil of 
an anharinonic ratio 0, 1, or ao at 0, and a pencil of real anharinonic ratio at any 
real point on the polar of O, The latter follows from the fact that the six points 
A, A\ B\ (7, C* subtend an involution at such a point (Art. 116). 

In case (iv) when the chords arc concurrent the four points subtend a pencil of 
real an harmonic ratio at 0 and also a pencil of real an harmonic ratio at any real 
l)oint on the polar of 0. The latter follows from the ftxct that the six points J, A\ 
A, /f, 6' C subtend an involution at such a iioint (Art. 116). 

(v) Generally at any point on a real conic through the points the anharinonic 
ratio of 

(1) Three real points and an imaginary point ; 

(2) Two real points and two imaginary points ; 

(3) One real point and throe imaginary points ; 

(4) One real point, a pair of conjugate imaginary jioints and an imaginary 

])oint 

is imaginary. 

In case (3) if the real lines through the three imaginary points {A, /?, C) are 
concurrent at 0 and meet the conic again in A\ B\ (J\ their conjugate imaginary 
points, join 0 to D to meet the conic again in a real point />'. If D and Lf are 
distinct the anharinonic ratio is imaginary, but if D and 7/ coincide, then 

(d/I677) = (d7/C'7>'). 

Hence the anharinonic ratio is real. 

Similarly the anharinonic ratio in case (4) may under certain circumstances be 
real. 

120. Construction of conics from real data. 

If a conic is given by the tact that it either passes through real 
points or touches real straight lines, it is easily possible to distinguish 
between the cases when this conic is real and when it is imaginary. 
Using the notation of Art. [144] and denoting a real conic by 1 and an 
imaginary conic by 1. i, the results are as follows : 

(1) [:•:]= 1, (4) [:///] = 4 or 4. i, 

(2) [: :/] = 2 or 2. i, (5) [•////] = 2 or 2. i. 

(3) [v//] = 4or4.i, (6) [/////]=!. 

In case (2) the conic is real or imaginary according as the double points 
of the involution determined by the four points on the line are real or 
imaginary. 
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If in any position of the line the double points are real and the lino 
be rotated round a fixed point on it, .till it passes through one of the 
four fixed points, A, the double points in the new position coincide with 
A and the two conics are coincident. After the line has passed through 
A, the double points become imaginary and the two conics are a pair of 
conjugate imaginary conics. 

In case (3) the four conics are either all real or are two pairs of 
conjugate imaginary conics. By Art. [113 (E)] the points of contact of 
the conics with the two straight lines are the intersections of these lines 
with the connectors of two pairs of double points of two involutions 
situated on real lines. If the four double points are real the inter- 
sections of their connectors with the given lines are real and therefore 
the four conics are real. If one pair of these double points (which form 
a real or semi-real quadrangle) or both pairs, are pairs of conjugate 
imaginary points, the points of contact of the conics with the two lines 
are imaginary and the conics are two pairs of conjugate imaginary conics. 

This may be proved as follows. Let the given lines be p and p* and 
the two pairs of double points conjugate imaginary points A, A' and By B. 
Then AB and A^R are a pair of conjugate imaginary lines and they 
meet p and p in two pairs of conjugate imaginary points. Hence one 
pair of the given conics are a pair of conjugate imaginary conics. 
Similarly, since AR and BA* <are a pair of conjugate imaginary lines, 
the other pair of conics are a pair of conjugate imaginary c(mics. 

If A and A* be a pair of real points, say D and Ey and B and B* be 
a pair of conjugate imaginary points, the lines DBy DB' are a pair of 
conjugate imaginary lines as are also the lines EB and ER, Hence the 
same result follows in this case. 

121. In the statement Art. 120 a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points may be substituted for a pair of real points, or a pair of conjugate 
imaginary lines for a pair of real lines, in the determining elements 
(see Art. 106), except (a) that in (2), if the four points are two pairs 
of conjugate imaginary points, the conics must be real (Art. 19, case 11) 
with a similar alteration in (5) ; and (6) that in (3), if the three points 
arc real and the tangents are conjugate imaginary lines, the conics are 
real as the doilble points of the involutions are real, and, if of the three 
points two are conjugate imaginary, then a pair of the conics are real 
and a pair are conjugate imaginary conics, with similar alterations, 
in (4). [See Art. 106.] 


H. I. a. 


11 



162 


The Imaginarif in Geometry 

122. Foci of an imaginary conic. 

If tho equation of the conic be 

6/072 + ^ 2^07 + 2^ + c = 0, 

it can i»e easily proved that the coordinates of the foci (a, 3) are given by the 
equations 

a*=^''*=(a-6)^ and afi=/i 
O F 

after the origin has been transferred to the point 

It can also be proved that, if The the sum of the measures of the distances of 
any point on the curve from a pair of conjugate foci, 

7^2 = 2 { ± V(a - 6)2 +’4A2 - (rt + 6) J , 

where the ± sign is to be taken according to the iiair of conjugate foci considered. 

Hence, the muni of the measures of any point on an imagiimry conic from a pair of 
conjugate foci is constant. 

123. Every imaginary conic contains a real or semi-real quadrangle which by a 
r(‘.al projection (Art. 86) may be projected into a square ABCD^ real, semi-real of 
the first kind, or semi-real of the second kind. Take the real diiigonals of this 
sqiiai'e, OA and OB^ as axes of x and y i’es])cctively. 

Then in tho three cases the coordinates of the vertices arc respectively : 



A 

B 

c 

D 

1st case 

a, 0 

0, a 

-a, 0 

0, -// 

2nd case 

iVe, 0 

0, ia 

— 16/, 0 

0, —ia 

3rd case 

a, 0 

0, yt 

-- a. 0 

0, ia 


Hence if X be one of the anharmonic ratios, which any point on the curve 
subtends at these p<jints, the equations of tho conic in the three cases are from 
Art. 117, rcsiiectively : 

(1) x-+y^ “ X - 1 ’ 

( 2 ) x^+y^+a^=2xy ^^^ , 

(3) Cf. Art. 137. 

124. Foci of the conics into which a pair of conjugate imaginary conics 
can be projected. 

In cases (1) and (2) of the last article tho conic and its conjugate imaginary 
conic have their axes in the same real directions and have a common real centre 
(Art. 86). It can be proved geometrically or analytically that the eight foci of the 
two conics are four pairs of conjugate imaginary points, which lie foiir on each of the 
two raal axes. 

If Qi and 122 ^ the critical points and the tangents from Oj to the two conics 
are and 6i, 6i', and from Qg to the two conics 02 , a{ and 62, 62', then the 
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pairs of tangents which are conjugate imaginary lines may be taken as and 
a{ and 62', and 61, and Consider the quadrilateral a^axh^hi. The points 
ayh^ and a{h{ are real points, also axa{ gives the conjugate imaginary point to 
Hence the two diagonals of the quadrilateral, which ara at a finite distance, 
are i-eal. They may be easily shown to be at right angles, and their point of inter- 
section is the centre of the two conics. There is a second quadrilateral a^a^hxh^ 
with similar properties. 

126. Beal conics having double contact at a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points. 

Consider the real conics and >S-Xa2=.0, where a is a linear expression in 
X and y. 

If the line a=0 meets the conic iS'=0 in a pair of conjugate imaginary points the 
conics have double contact at these points. 

Take a line through the centre parallel to a=0 as axis of y and its conjugate 
diameter with respect to >S=0 for axis of a*. The equations of the two conics will 
then be of the form 

and ax^ -^by- - \—k (x - Vf — 0. 

These conics can be graphed for the pair of conjugate diameters, which are the 
axes of X and y, and it will be found that their imaginary branches touch. 

The properties of conics having double contact at real points, which were proved 
in Art. [130], are true also for conics having double contact at pairs of conjugate 
imaginary ix)ints. 

In Art. [134] it was proved that the harmonic locus of a conic and a i)air of 
points was related to the conic in such a way that if a simple quadrilateral was 
circumscribed to the conic and inscribed in the harmonic locas, an infinite number 
of quadrilaterals could be similarly describ^. 

If the pair of points are on the conic, the harmonic locus of these points and the 
conic has double contact with the conic at these points. Hence given a real conic 
and a real line, another conic can be described to have double contact with the first 
conic at the points where it is met by the line, vrliich also possesses the property 
that an infinite number of simple quadrilaterals can l)e circumscribed to the first 
conic and inscribed in the latter. 

This should be compared with the property of conics having double contact 
proved in Art. [131]. The conics in question possess the remarkable property that 
not only do the sides of the inscribed quadrilateral meet in two points on the chord 
of contact, but the connectors of their points of contact with the other conic also 
pass through these same points. 

The properties of conics having double contact at a pair of conjugate imaginary 
points may be obtained at once from the fact that, in a real plane i)ci'S})ective, two 
such conics may be made to correspond to a |)air of concentric circles. 


11—2 



CHAPTER VI 

TRACING OF CONICS AND STRAIGHT LINES 


126. Qraphlc representation of the imaginary. 

Although in the preceding pages of this book the term graph of an 
imaginary point” has been used, and in certain places — especially in 
Chapter II — diagrams of imaginary branches of curves have been given, 
such use of “ graphs ” and figures is not essential, and these have been 
used rather as a convenient way of expressing what was meant or of 
explaining and illustrating results, than because their use was essential. 

The graphical representation of the imaginary must always, from^the 
nature of the original hypothesis, be difficult and defective. Still some 
representation is felt to be better than none — as long as the limitations 
of the method employed are clearly understood. In this chapter, for this 
reason, the representation of imaginary and complex points by means of 
what were termed in Chapter II Poncelet figures will be more fully 
considered. 


In Chapter I, for convenience the graph of an imaginary point on a 
fixed straight line at a distance il from a fixed point 
0 on the line was defined as being the point at a 
distance I from the point 0. Hence, to obtain a 
representation of a point P, whose position is deter- 
mined by an imaginary length ix' measured parallel 
to a real axis of x and a real length y measured 
parallel to a real axis of y, it is natural to measure 
a length ON along OX equal to x' and a length 
NP equal to y' and parallel to OF, and thereby to obtain a point P', 
which represents P graphically. 

A point Q, referred to the same axes of coordinates and determined 



by coordinates x\ iy*\ may be represented in the same way, remem- 
bering that in this case distances parallel to the axis of y are imaginary 
and those parallel to the axis of x are real. This is possible, but 
there are certain advantages in modifying somewhat this system of 
representation. ‘ 


In this modification — the advantages of which have already been 
apparent in Arts, 72 and 77 — with the usual system of real axes, the 
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positive imag^naty axis of x is taken along OX and the negative 
imaginary axis of x along OX', but the positive imaginary axis of y 



is taken along OF' and the negative iinaginary axis of y along OY. 
This system of coordinates will be adopted generally in this chapter. 

Representation of imaginary straight lines through the origin. 

OC f) 

Consider the straight line cuv + iby = 0. Here — ^ = - . Hence the 

line may be represented by OP in the figure. But the equation of the 

%*X/ b 

line may be written tax — by = 0. Hence — = - . Therefore in this case 

^ yd 

also the line is represented in the figure by OP. Similarly the line 

ax — iby = 0 has the same graph in whichever way its equation is 

written. 

127. Tracing of real conics. 

If imaginary and complex points are taken into account in tracing 
a conic, + ix^ and y^ + iy^ may be substituted in the equation of the 
curve for x and y, where Xi, x^^ yu ^re real. If real and imaginary 
parts of the resulting equation are equated to zero, two equations 
connecting the four quantities Xi, X2, yi, y^, are obtained. Arbitrary 
values may be given to any two of these four quantities and the values 
of the remaining two may be obtained from the equations. Hence it 
follows that the equation represents graphically not a single curve but 
a system of curves. 
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(a) To trace the curve 


All points on the curve are obtained by giving to x the value + 
where x^ and x^ can have all real values from — oo to + oo . No two 
points thus obtained can coincide, for their x coordinates will in all 
cases be different. 



(1) Give x^ all values from — a to + a. Real values of y are then 
obtained and the part of the curve given by the continuous line is the 
corresponding branch. This may be termed the (1, 1) branch. 

(2) Give Xi all values from — oo to — a and from + a to + oo . 
Conjugate imaginary values of j^are obtained and the dotted part of the 
figure marked (1, ^) is the corresponding branch. This is the real part 

of the curve — — ^ = 1. For this part of the curve the coordinates are 
a-* 0* ^ 

X and iy. It may be termed the (1, i) branch. 

Let Xi be zero. 

(3) There are no points in this case, the coordinates of which are 
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of the form iy, but such a branch may exist. When it exists, it may be 
termed the (i, i) branch. 

(4) Give all values from — ao to + x . The corresponding values 
of y are real and the corresponding branch of the curve is that marked 
(i, 1) in the figure. For this part of the curve the coordinates are ix 

and y. It is the real part of the curve = 1. It may be termed 

the (i, 1) branch. 

The above may be called the parent curve, which consists of a real 
or (1, 1) branch and a purely imaginary or (i,i) branch, together with a 
(1, i) bn^nch and an (i, 1) branch. 

It would be possible to determine further points on the curve by 
giving a constant value to x^. In this case it would be necessary to 
find the corresponding values of y for all real values of x^ in the equation 

(«, + ix^Y . ^ _ 1 

where Xo is constant. This is the same conic as .,+ ^ — 1=0 with its 

centre displaced along the axis of x through a negative distance {x.^. 
Such, a curve however is an imaginary conic, and conjugate imaginary 
points are not as a general rule situated on the locus. Hence it is 
more satisfactory to find the further imaginary points on the curve by 
another method. 

Two conjugate imaginarj- points x^ + ix^^ yi + iy^ and x^ — ix^y yi — iy^ 

lie on the real straight line ^ -- . Their mean point is the 

x^ y^ 

real point x^, y^, which is on this straight line. The equation of the 
tangent at either of the points, where the line joining the origin to the 
point «i, yi meets the curve, is of the form 

Xana; Xy^y _ . 

• 

This is parallel to the line joining the conjugate imaginary points if 

3C X a X! 

= 0. This relation holds if the pair of conjugate imaginary 

points lie on the curve (see Art. 130). Hence the real line joining the 
pair of conjugate imaginary points and the connector of their mean 
point to the origin are parallel to a pair of conjugate diameters of the 
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conic. If these conjugate diameters are taken as axes of coordinates, 
the equation of the conic is 


^ yl 
a’^ S'* 


-1 = 


0 . 


where a' and h' are the lengths of the corresponding semi-conjugate 
diameters. 



If this curve be traced for real and for purely imagiuaiy values of 

tX?' 

the coordinates, as the curve — + 7- — 1 = 0 was traced, certain new 

or 0^ 

branches of the curve are found. Thus : 


(1) the (1, 1) branch is found as before, 

(2) the (1, i) branch is replaced by another hyperbola, which touches 
the real branch at the ends of the diameter, which is the axis of x, 

(3) the (i, i) branch in this case, as before, does not exist, 

(4) the (iy 1) branch is replaced by another hyperbola, which touches 
the real branch at the ends of the diameter, which is the axis of y. 

By taking diCFerent pairs of conjugate diameters for axes of coordinates 
all points on the conic are obtained and no points except those on the 
real and the purely imaginary branch occur more than once. These 
branches may be called Poncelet figures. They are also, for reasons 
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given hereafter, termed (a, fi) branches of the curve, where a and arc 
the angles which the pair of conjugate diameters, which determine 
them, make with the major or transverse axis of the conic. 

{h) To trace the curve 

It will be noticed that this equation may be written 

' 

Hence the same graph is obtained as in the previous case, provided 
the axis of y be changed from real to imaginary and vice versA. 

Thus in this case : 

(1) gives an ellipse, as in the previous figure, which is the (1, i) 
branch, 

(2) gives a real hyperbola as in the previous figure, which is the 
(1, 1) branch, 

(3) this branch, which is the (i, 1) branch, again does not exist, 

(4) gives the same curve as before, but it is a purely imaginary 
(i, i) curve. 

(c) To trace the curve 

^ 

This may be written 

{ixf yl_, 

a“ b^~ 

In this case : 

(1) gives an ellipse of the form (i, 1), 

(2) gives a hyperbola of the form (i, i), 

(3) does not exist, but if it did it would be of the form (1, i), 

(4) gives a hyperbola of the form (1, 1), i.e. a real curve. 

In cases (b) and (c) the (a, ff) branches may be obtained in the same 

/jrj2 y‘2 

way as for the curve ^ 4- > — 1 = 0. 

(d) To trace the curve 
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This equation may be written 

{iyf _ 

or ^ ¥ 

Hence : 

(1) gives an ellipse of the form (i, i), 

(2) gives a hyperbola of the form (i, 1), 

(3) does not exist, but if it did it would be of the fortn (1, 1), 

(4) gives a hyperbola of the form (1, i). 

It follows that all central conics, when traced for all real, imaginary 
and complex points on the curve, have figures of the same type, and 
that a real ellipse, an imaginary ellipse and a hyperbola differ from each 
other only in so far that the (1, 1), (i, i), (1, i) and (i, 1) branches arc 
interchanged and that different branches of the parent curve develope 
into the (a, /9) branches. Thus in the case of a real ellipse the (a, 
branches are hyperbolae, and in the case of a real hyperbola the (or, /8) 
branches are ellipses. 



(e) To trace the curve 

— 4cta? = 0 . 

In this case it will be more convenient to treat y as the independent 
variable and to assume that it is of the form + iy^, where y^ and y.> 
may have any real values. 
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Let be zero; 

(1) If yi be given all real values from — x to + x , the correspond- 
ing values of x are real and positive, and the real parabola marked with 
a continuous line in the figure is obtained. 

Let y^ be zero. 

(2) If y^ be given all real values from - x to + x , the correspond- 
ing values of x are real and negative, and the parabola marked with a 
dotted line in the figure is the curve obtained. This is a parabola equal 
to the real parabola but with its axis turned in the opposite direction. 
This is the (1, i) branch. 

The branches (1) and (2), which are the (1, 1) and (1, %) branches, 
constitute the parent curve. 

The (a, /9) loci are obtained by taking any diameter and the tangent 
at the point, where it meets the real branch, as axes of coordinates. 
They consist of parabolas with axes parallel to the chief axis of the 
parabola and all touch the real branch. They are obtained by tracing 
the equation of the parabola in the form 'if — Atii!x = 0. 

128. Special case of the real circle. 

The locus represented by a72_|_y2^^2_Q jg accoi’ding to dohuitioii a real conic, 
although it has no real branch. 

It has an (/, i) branch, the circle in the figure, and also an (i, 1) branch and a 
(1, i) branch, both of which are rectangular hyperboLie. 
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Any real line through the centre 0 meets the curve in a pair of conjugate 
imaginaiy points, which are the double points of a real involution. Pairs of conju- 
gate points are, if real, on different sides of 0 and are such that OP , OP"— —a\ 
If the distance of one point from 0 is a purely imaginary quantity, the distance of 
the other is purely imaginary and the points are on the same side of 0. Pairs of 
conjugate points of this involution are inverse points with respect to the curve. 

If P be taken such that the distance OP is purely imaginary, the polar of P is 
the line TP*T' in the figure. 

If P bo taken such that the distance OP is real, the polar of P is the lino 
QP"Q' in the figure. 

Since the coordinate geometry of purely imaginary points is the same as that of 
real points, the [iroperties of purely imaginary points on the curve arc the same as 
those of real points on the real circle. 

Special case of the real conic. 


"riio locus represented by ~ 


-P'j.i-f 1=0 is according to definition a real conic. 


Its pnqierties may be deduced from those of the real ellipse 

same way that tlie properties of the curve = 0 can be deduced from those 

of the circle This conic has a director circle the equation of which 

is 0 - 2 + likewise a \)a,\r of rcal foci situated on the minor axis. It 

may bo shown that the sum of the measures of the distances of these points from 
any i)oint on the curve is equal to 2ib. The corresponding directrices are real. 


129. The fact that there is only one tangent at any point to a conic may be 
verified as follows. 

Let y=f{x) Iks the equation of a curve so that f{xx) is the value of y corre- 
sponding to a value x'l of x. Then, if ^ be a small increment to .Vj, 

/(.ri + h) =/(a',) + hf + . . . . 

The connector of the points given by .Vi and o-'i+A, disregarding [)owcrs of h 
above the first, is 

X Y 1 

X Y I 

Xx f{xx) 1 =0. 

1 0 

As this does not involve A, the equation of the connector of the points does not 
depend on the nature of the increment given to Xi , i.e. the same result is obtained 
whether the increment is real or imaginary. 

Geometrically the result seems to depend on the fact that infinitely small and 
infinitely large quantities may be regarded in the limit as either real or imaginary. 
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130. To find the condition that the point Xi + iait, yt + iya, which ia 

/|fj2 q/2 

on the curve -, + -^=1, should lie on that branch of the curve whose 

axes are the conjugate diameters, which are inclined at angles a and fi to 
the axis major of the conic. 

If X and iy are the coordinates of the point referred to the conjugate 
diameters, given by a and as axes, x is equivalent to x cos a along the 
axis of a?, and a; sin a along the axis of y, while iy is equivalent to 
iy cos ^ along the axis of x, and iy sin along the axis of y. 

Hence the coordinates of the point x, iy, referred to the principal 
axes of the conic are 

a?! + = a? cos a + iy cos /8, y^ + iy^. = a? sin a + iy sin /8. 

Therefore 

Xi = x cos a, 3/i = a? sin a, a ?2 = y cos 0, y 2 = y sin 0. 


Therefore - ?= tan a, — = tan 0. 

Xy ajg 

Hence the coordinates of a point on the (a, 0) branch are of the form 
a?i + ia?a, Xy tan a + ix^ tan 0, 

If the point a?i + ix^, y^ + iy^ is on the conic 

+ = l and = 

tt- ¥ a® ¥ 

Therefore = — ^- = tan a tan 0, 

X 1 X 2 tt- 

If points, whose coordinates arc x^ -h ix^, x^ tan a + ix^ tan 0 and 
+ a;/ tan a + ia?a' tan /9, are on the conic, they lie on the same 

branch of it. For different values of a\, Xn, a and 0, the point having 
coordinates of this form may be any point. Hence by substituting 
these expressions in the equation of a central conic the points on the 
different (a, 0) figures are obtained. 

It will be noticed that, for a point to be on the curve, 

tan a tan ^ ^ , 

a 

and that if a and 0 are connected by this relation, there are an infinite 
number of points on the corresponding branch of the curve. 

¥ . 

If the relation tan a tan 0 = ^ is not satisfied, there are no points 

a 

on the curve. Thus, corresponding to a diameter given by a, there are 
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only imaginary points on the curve when the conjugate diameter is 
associated with it. The planes or figures obtained by associating 
together the values of a and which determine conjugate diameters of 
the conic, will be termed the mst of the conic. In this respect the real 
conic is essentially different from the imaginary conic for which there 
is no nest. The general use of coordinates of the form and 

tan d -I- ix., tan ^ is considered in the following Articles. 

131. General conclusions. 

In the parent branch of a real conic, it has been shown that when 
the graph is formed for the axes of the conic, there are or may be four 
parts, viz. 

(1) The real or (I, 1) branch. 

(2) The purely imaginary or (i, i) branch. 

(3) The (1, i) branch which is an Argand diagram, the real axis 
being the axis of ./■. 

(4j) The (/, 1) branch which is an Argand diagram, the real axis 
being the axis of y. 

The (1, 1) branch represents the curve as usually considered. 

The (i, i) branch is the curve, which the equation represents on the 
assumption that the squares of all lines are negative. With this as- 
sumption it is as real as the real branch and it has identical properties. 

The branches (1, i) and (i, 1) differ in one respect from the Argand 
diagram in common use. In an Argand diagram it is usual to assume 
that, if the real variable and also the imaginary variable are infinite, 
the point at infinity is obtained. This is not the case in the present 
instance. There are at infinity at any rate two points — if not four — 
one given by an infinite positive value of the real variable and an 
infinite positive value of the imaginary variable, the other by an infinite 
positive value of the real variable and an infinite negative value of the 
imaginary variable. These two points are the circular points at infinity 
which from a certain point of view are more distant from the origin 
than other points on the line joining them, which is the line at infinity. 
An Argand diagram is of course a graphic representation of the 
quantities which make up a complex variable. 

If the conic be graphed for a pair of conjugate diameters making 
angles a and /3 respectively with the axis major of the conic, it has been 
shown that there are again four branches, viz. 
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(1) The real or (1, 1) branch. 

\ 

(2) The purely imaginary or (f, i) branch. 

(3) The (1, i) branch, in which the axis of .v is the real axis. 

(4) The (i, 1) branch, in which the axis of y is the real axis. 

The branches (1, 1) and (i, i) are the same graphically as those of 

the parent graph, but the branches (3) and (4) are different and vary 
with different values of a and They may be regarded as Argand 
diagrams in which the axes of coordinates are not at right angles. 

Whatever value is given to a there is always one corresponding 
value of and for every value of B there is one value of a. The graph 
gives the point of intersection with the curve of real lines parallel to 
the B axis. Hence with a series of such figures the points of intersec- 
tion of all real lines with the conic are given graphically. Also since 
one real line passes through every imaginary point, all points on the 
curve are graphically represented. 

132. General representation of points by Poneelet or (a, B) 
figures. 

The preceding renders it possible to conceive the points which exist 
ill a plane, when the values of the determining coordinates of a point 
are or may be complex. 

Through any point, which may be taken as origin, draw two rect- 
angular axes. There arc with respect to these rectangular axes four 
systems of points, viz. 

(1) Those whose coordinates are real or (1, 1) points. 


(2) „ 


„ purely imaginary or (i, i) points. 

(3) „ 

>1 

„ of the form (1, i). 

(4) 

ii 

„ of the form (i, 1). 


Take any real line through the origin making an angle a with the 
axis of X. With this may be associated any other real line through the 
origin making an angle B ^ith the axis of x. Let lengths real and 
purely imaginary be measured along or parallel to these lines, and let 
such lengths be regarded as the coordinates of a point. 

Then, as in the preceding case, there are four systems of points, viz. 

(1) Those whose coordinates are real or (1, 1) points. 

(2) , „ „ „ purely imaginary or (i, i) points. 

(3) „ „ „ of the form (1, i). 

(4) „ „ „ of the form (i, 1). 
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The (1,1) and (i, i) points are the same as in the preceding case. The 
(1, i) and (i, 1) points are different. By varying a and j3 the coordinates 
of all complex points in the plane may be thrown into this form. 

Any value of /9 may be associated with any value of cr. Hence since 

the graphs of a real conic are such that tan a tan /3 = — where 

aaf + — 1 = 0 is the equation of the curve, it follows that the graphs 

of a real conic lie in a limited number of the (a, j3) planes, and in each 
plane in which the graph exists there are an infinite number of points. 

The same is true for a pair of conjugate imaginary lines when they 
are graphed with respect to their real point as origin. (See Art. 76.) 

The coordinates of a point as set forth in the preceding have been 
termed the jirincipal coordinates of the point (Art. 8). To find the 
points on a given line which are in an (a, fi) plane, it is only necessary 
to substitute in the equation the values tana + tan ^9, and 

equating real and imaginary points to find the corresponding real values 
of and a?2. It is sometimes more convenient to substitute a?, + iy^ tan 7 
and tan a -f iy.^ for x and y. 

In order to obtain graphically the points of intersection of two 
curves, it is not necessary that the a and /8 of the two graphs should be 
the same. It is only necessary that the /8 s should have the same value, 
when the two origins are real with respect to each other. Thus in 
Art. 49 when the points of intersection of a conic, haying a real branch, 
with a pair of conjugate imaginary lines were obtained, the direction of 
/8 was obtained from geometrical considerations. The corresponding 
values of a for the two graphs were deduced and the points of inter- 
section of the curves were obtained. This is always possible when the 
two origins are real with reference to each other. If the origins are 
purely imaginary points with reference to each other it is necessary for 
the real axis to have the same direction in both graphs. Generally in 
the case of the intersections of an imaginary line with a conic — having 
a real branch — the points of intersection lie in two different (a, /8) 
figures, but, if the two values of /9 arc equal, they lie in the same (a, /8) 
figure. Such a case arises, if the line is the connector of a pair of points 
on the curve which lie in the same (a, /8) figure. 

133. Change of origin in the case of graphs. 

(a) A curve may be graphed as already set forth for (a, /8) planes 
with respect to some centre of symmetry such as the centre of a conic 
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or the real point on an imaginary line. Then, if the origin be transferred 
to any real point, the graph will be the same but the a will be changed 
and will not be constant for points on the same branch. This arises 
from the fact that the real coordinate of each point on the branch 
considered has to be combined with the real coordinates of the new 
origin. Hence the direction of the real coordinate is changed and 
the a becomes different for different points on the same (a, ff) figure of 
the original origin. The ^ however is unaltered. 

(b) A similar process may be employed, when the new origin is a 
purely imaginary point. In this case however the a remains unaltered 
for points in the same (a, ff) plane, while the /8 is changed. 

(c) If the new origin is a complex point with respect to the original 
axes, its position may be determined by means of its principal coordinates. 
In this case a new real length and a new imaginary length have to 
be combined with the a and jS lengths of the graphs of each point so 
that the a and 0 of each point of the graph are changed. 

From the above it is seen how the vector method of treating 
imaginary coordinates becomes possible in the case of the general 
theory. 

134. Poneelet or (a, /3) figures. 

In each case and .Ti tan a + tan fi are substituted for .v and the 

equation of the locus, and the real and imaginary parts of the resulting e(][uation are 
equated to zero. 

(«) Real straight line, 

(1 ) Origin on the line. 

Let the equation of the line be aje + bg=0. The resulting equations are 
(a + b tan a) =0, a *2 (a + 6 tan /3) = 0. 

For these to be satisfied by values of and A’g other than zero, it is found that 

tan a = tan 

Hence it follows that the i-eal and imaginary axes must coincide with the real 
line, and therefore the real line gives the full graphic representation of the line (cf. 
Art. 1). 

(2) Origin any real point. 

Let the equation of the line be 6w;+6y + c=0. The resulting equations are 
(a+6 tan a) + t?=0, ^ tan = 0. ’ 

Hence tan /9= — ^ . Substituting this value in the first equation, it follows that 
xx (tan a - tan ff) +^=0. 


H. I. G. 


12 
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Hence, if tan^= — j , there are for each value of a an infinite number of values 
of but one definite value of Hence tlic j^oints all lie in the plane (1, 1} and 
bhe plattes ^a, tan“^ . This is geometrically consistent with the previous 

result. 


{b) /tenl conic, 

(1) Origin the centre. 

Let the equation of the conic be ax^ + 2h.tg -h bg‘^ = 1. The resulting equations arc 
Xi^ {a + 2h tan a+b tan^ a} - {a + 2A tan /3 + 6 tan® j9} = 1 
incl Xi X 2 {a + h (tail a + tan 3) + 6 tan a tan j3} = 0. 

Hence, if (/ + A (tanaH- tan/3)+6 tan a tan3=0, there are an infinite number of 
[)oints in the plane (a, ff). That is, there are an infinite number of points in the 
ilanes of the nest of the conic but in no other (a, /3) planes. 

(2) Origin any real pohU. 

Let the equation of the conic be/(^, y)=0. The resulting eipiations arc 

/(.ri , Xy tan a) - Ag® (a -f 2h tan /3 + 6 tan® i3) = 0, ( 1 ) 

II id ^2 [a’i \a-\-h (tan o + tan ^) + 6 tan a tan )3} + (^ +/ tan /S)] = 0 (2) 

If 072 = Ibe real points on the curve arc obtained. 

Tf 072^0 the equation (2) is identically satisfied, if 

g-\-f tan /3 = 0 and a + h (tan a + tan /3) + b tan a tan /a = 0. 


Hence the conic has an infinite number of points in one (a, plane of its nest, 


dz. the plane for which ^ = tan”^ 



This iilanc has its parallel to the polar 


)f the origin and its a is the line joining the origin to the centre of the conic. For 
lo other plane of the nest are there points at a finite distance. For all planes 
lutside the nest of the conic 


_ ^+/tan 

tt + A (tan a+tan fi)+b tan a tan ^ ’ 


/ (o7i , Xf tan a) 
a+2A tan ^+b tan® /S ’ 


Hence for given values of a and /3, there is one value of x^ and if the value of x./ 
s i)o.sitive, two values of X 2 , which difier only in sign. Hence the coriesponding 
points are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

If the value of ;;t72^ is negative there are no points on the branch considered. 
These results are geometrically consistent with those obtained in Art. 127. 


(c) An imaginary straight line, 

(1) Origin the real point on the line. 

If the equation of an imaginary straight line is combined with the equation of 
ts conjugate imaginary straight line an equation of the second degree is obtained, 
iirhich does not involve the imaginary explicitly. 
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The equation may be graphed with respect to the real point on the lines, as if it 
represented a real conic. 

Let the equation of the lines be 

Branches are found to exist which correspond to values of a and /9, which satisfy 
the relation 

a+A(tana+tan ^) + 6 tan a tanjSsO. 

That is, branches, Avhich are graphically pairs of straight lines, exist in the planes 
for which a and /3 give lines, which are real pairs of harmonic conjugates of the pair 
of conjugate imaginary straight lines. These planes are said to form the nest of the 
straight lines. No points exist in other planes than those of the nest (Arts. 76 
and 77). 


(2) O'lHgin any real point. 

Let the equation of the line be 

a^+6y + c + t(a'a;+6'y + c') = 0. 

Then (a + 6 tan a) — ^2 (a' + b' tan /3) + c =0, (1) 

and .V 2 {a + h tan 3) (a' + b' tan a) + c' = 0 (2) 

From (1) and (2) 


A'l {ac — a'c + {be' — cb') tan a} — .v* {a'c' {b'c' + 6 c) tan 3 } = 0. 

Hence, if tann=^^,-^f and tan 3= " infinite number of 

points in the corresponding (a, 3 ) plane. 


Generally however there is only one point in an (a, 3) plane, viz. that given by 
the equations (1) and (2). As a particular case there is only one real point on an 
imaginary line, i.e. the one point in the (1, 1) plane. If a line joins or contains two 
points in an (a, 3 ) plane, that plane is termed the plane of the line, and it contains 
an infinite number of points in that plane. The relationship of these results to 
those given in (1) is obvious geometrically. 


135. Table of graphic representation by means of (a, 3 ) planes. 

In the following, i-eal and purely imaginary points, including the origin, are 
omitted. 


Nature of loom Its equation 

Real straight line. 

(1) Origin on line «jc-|-6y=0 


(2) Origin any point aa7+6y+c=0 


Planes in which there are points 


The one plane 

(tan-i(-“), tea- (-?)), 

in which there are an infinite number of 
points. 

The planes ^a, tan”' ^ , where a 

can have any value. There are an in- 
finite number of points in each of these 
planes. 


12—2 
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Nature of locu% Its equation Planes in which there are points 

Imaginary straight line — together with its conjugate imaginary line. 

(1) Origin the real ax^-\‘2hxy-\-hy'^=0 An infinite number of points in all (a, /9) 

point on the line planes, for which a and jS are harmonic 

conjugates of the lines: These planes 
form the nest of the lines. 

(2) Origin any real ax^ + 2hxy + hy^ An infinite number of points in the (a, fi) 

point + 2gx + ^fy + c = 0, plane, the a axis of which imsscs through 

where A=0 the real point on the line, the /3 being 

its harmonic conjugate with respect to 
the lines. One point on all other (a, ^3) 
• planes except those of the nest, in which 

there is no point at a finite distance. 

Ileal conic. 

(1) Origin the centre ax^-\-2hxy An infinite number of points in all (a, /3) 

+ planes, where a, determine conjugate 

diameters, i.e. in the nest of the conic. 

(2) Origin any reiil aa^+^hxy+hy^ An infinite number of points in the (a, /3) 

point ■\-2gx-\-^fy + c=0 plane, the a of which passes through the 

centre, the 3 being parallel to the con- 
jugate diameter. Two points in all 
other (a, 3) planes except those of the 
nest, in which there is no i3oint at a 
finite distance. 

Imaginary conic. 

(1) Origin the centre S+iS' = 0 Not more than four {loints in any (a, 3) 

plane. If there are any points in an (a, 3) 
or (3, a) plane, the sum of the points in 
these two planes is four (Art. 144). 

(2) Origin any real #S'+iaS''= 0 Same result as when the centre is the 

l)oint origin (Art. 144). 

Imaginary conic — special case. 

Origin the centre S-^iS’ = 0 Tf N'=0 are a pair of lines which are 

conjugate diameters of N=0, there are 
an infinite number of points in the (a, 3) 
plane, whose axes are the conjugate 
diameters N'=0 (Art. 145). 

It follows that, as a straight line has always an infinite number of points in 
some (a, 3) piano, the most general straight line can be found by joining two i)oints 
in some (a, 3) plane. A conic does not always contain an infinite number of points 
— or more than four points — in any (a, 3) plane. Hence the most general form of a 
conic cannot be obtained by describing a conic through five points in the same 
(a, 3) plane. The conic so obtained is the special case alluded to above. 
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136. Intersections of an imaginary line and a real conic. 

An imaginary line must,, by Art. 134, lie in one of the (a, planes of the centre 
of the conic. 


(1) The line may lie in one of the planes forming the nest of the conic, in which 
case it has a continuous graph in that plane. This graph may or may not meet the 
graph of the conic in that plane. If it meets it, the line intersects the conic in two 
points in the (a, 3) plane in question. If the two graphs do not intersect, the line 
meets the conic in two points in different (a, j9) planes. 

Let the equations of the line and conic referred to the axes of their common 
(a, idane be 


and let 






and 


Then for one of the points of intersection 

IK 


aV sIL 


"I K ^ mlC 


{a) If L is positive this point and also the other point of intersection, obtained 
by changing the sign of are in the common (a, ff) plane. 

(b) If L is negative the coordinates of the point may be written as 


a'2 . a'6' . — - 


a’'^ fb' / - r \ , / — t( 


- ’ V 


If y = Ma;, y = M'.v be the equations of the pair of lines which are the (a, ff) axes 

of this point, M= — L and M’= — - 
a a 

question arc a pair of conjugate diameters of the ellipse. 




, so that MM^ = - -TT. 


and the lines in 


The coordinates of the other ixiint of intersection are obtained by changing the 
sign of V — Z. Hence these two points are not in the same (a, fi) plane. 


(2) The line may lie in one of the planes which do not form part of the nest of 
the conic. It cannot then intersect the conic in two i)oints in the same (a, j9) plane, 
for it only contains one point in planes other than the plane in which it is situated. 
The two points of intersection may be constructed by means of Art. 49. 

The tangent to the (a, ff) branch of a curve at any point on that branch lies in 
the plane in (piestion. Hence in the first of the cases dealt with in this article the 
()ole of the line is in the (a, j3) plane considered. Even in the second and third cases 
this is also true. 


Intersections of straight lines and conics. 

A real straight line intersects 

(а) A real straight line in the (I, 1) plane. 

(б) An imaginary straight line in the (a, /3) plane, in which j3 is parallel to the 
real line and a is the harmonic conjugate of with respect to the imaginary line and 
its conjugate imaginary line. 
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(g) a real conic in the (I, 1) plane or in the (a, plane, in which /9 is parallel 
to the real lino, and a is the conjugate diameter of this line with respect to the conic. 

(d) An imaginary conic in two points in different (a, planes, which may be 
determined as follows. Obtain the equation of the pair of imaginary lines joining 
the centre of the conic — or any real point — to the points of intersection of the line 
with the c<inic. This can be done at once analytically. Then by (ft) above the 
points of intersection of the real line with these lines can be obtained. 


An imaginary straight line intersects 

(e) A real straight line in the (a, plane, in which is parallel to the real line 
and a is the harmonic conjugate of 3 with respect to the imaginary line and its 
conjugate imaginary line. 

(/) An imaginary straight line in the (a, 3) plane, in which 3 is parallel to one 
of two of the sides of the diagonal triangle of the quadrilateral determined by the 
imaginary lines and their conjugate imaginary lines. These sides are the axes of 
porsi)ective of the two involution pencils, of which the imaginary straight lines are 
the double rays. The points of intersection of the imaginary lines are on these real 
axes of perspective and the corresponding a’s are obtained by joining the real points 
on the imaginary lines to the mean points of the opposite vertices of the quadri- 
lateral, which are situated on the axes of perspective. 

{g) A real conic in two points generally in different (a, 3) planes. The real lines 
on which these points are situated may bo constructed as explained in Art. 49, and 
the corresponding values of the a’s may l>e obtained as in (/) or from the equations 
of the line and conic (Art. 136). 

(A) An imaginary conic in two imaginary })ointH. These may be found as 
follows. Express the equations of the conic and straight line in the forms 


, + and (^+t.4') , + 1=0. 

(a -H «w/)2 (ft + iby ^ ' a -hta' ^ ^ ft -f i// 

Let the units of length along the axes be aA-ia' and Then the equations of 

the conic and straight line arc res})cctively 

^^+^*-1 = 0 {Ax-k‘By-\)-{-i{A'x-\-B'y)=0. 

The points of intersection of these can be found by (g). 


137. Properties of (a, 3) figures. 

Every real point is in the (1, 1) plane and every purely imaginary point is in the 
(i, i) plane. Every real point is also in all the (a, 3) planes, the a axes of which pass 
through the point in question, and every purely imaginary point is in all the (a, 3) 
planes, the 3 of which pass through the point in question. Thus all points are 
in the (a, 3) planes, and the (1, 1) and (i, i) planes may be regarded as a regrouping 
of the real and purely imaginary points or as two planes of reference. From the 
latter point of view, given a definite origin, the planes (1, 1) and (?, ^) may be 
regarded as superposed. Then if any line a be drawn in the (1, 1) plane through 
the origin and any line 3 be drawn in the i) plane through the origin, the plane 
(a, 3) is the plane determined by this pair of intersecting straight lines. 
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The following arc some i)ropcrtie8 of (a, ff) planes considered in relation to the 
(1, 1) and (z', i) planes. 


Every complex point may be defined 
by a real and a purely imaginary co- 
ordinate in some (a, j9) plane. This con- 
struction is unique. The point in question 
is said to be situated in this (a, ff) plane. 

Through every com^ilex point in an 
(a, /3) plane «an infinite number of straight 
lines may be drawn in that plane and 
one straight line in every other (a, ff) 
plane, including the (1, 1) and (i, i) planes. 
[See (ft) below.] 

Every real point contains an infinite 
number of straight lines in the (1, 1) 
plane and also an infinite number of 
straight lines in all the (a, /9) planes, the 
a axes of which pass through the point 
in question. The lines in the (1, 1) plane 
are real and the lines in the (a, ff) pianos 
(with the exception of the axis) are 
imaginary. 

A purely imaginary point has similar 
properties. 


Every complex line may be defined by 
a real and a purely imaginary intercept 
on the axes of an (a, ff) plane. This 
construction is unique. The line in ques- 
tion is said to be situated in this (a, ff) 
plane. 

On every complex straight line there 
are an infinite number of points in its 
(a, j3) plane and in every other (a, j9) 
plane, including the (1, 1) and (i,e) ijlaiics, 
there is one point on the straight line. 
[Sec Art. 134 (c) (2).] 

Every real line contains an infinite 
number of points in the (1,1) plane and 
also an infinite numlier of points in all 
the (a, ff) planes, the fi axes of which are 
parallel to the given line. The points in 
the (1, 1) plane are real and the points 
in the (a, ff) planes (with the exception 
of points in which the axis of a meets 
the line) are imaginary. 

A purely imaginary line has similar 
properties. 


(a) The line cuv-^by-\-c-{-i (a'a;-i-ft'y + c')=0 lies in the (o, plane for which 

^ , ca' - ac' j ^ - ca - a'c' 

a = tan-^ i , and j3=tan ^ . i. • 

he— he 6 c +ftc 


This follows from the facii that the line contains the real point and the })iirely 
imaginary point given by the equations 


X 

..y 


ft c"r 

c a 


ft' c' 1 

c' a' 



and 


ix 


1 

h* c I ” 

- - = 

c a! 1 

a' h[ 

-ft d\ 

c' — a 1 

— a -ft 


The connectors of these points to the origin give the a and axes of the plane in 
which the line is situated. 

The fact that every imaginary straight line is in an (a, i9) plane for a given origin 
may also be proved as follows. 

Let the equation of the lino bo 

Ax-\- + fl) 

referred to rectangular axes through the origin. 
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]jet a lino in the (a, ff) plane meet the axes of that plane in points at distances 
a and ib from the origin. Referred to the axes of x and y the coordinates of these 
points are a cos a, a sin a and ib cos jS, ib sin jS. 

Hence the (;q nation of the line joining these points is 

x (a si n a - ib sin /3) + ^ ( — a cos a + ib cos /S) + iab sin (/a — «) = 0 (2) 

C<nnj)aring coetticionts in (1) and (2), it follows that 

tan a= - p, tan - p,. 


C'slA'^-irJP 


b= 




AH' -BA' ’ ' liff-BA' 

Hence the equation of the imaginary line (1) can be uniquely expressed in the 

l)laiie ^taii”' ( ~ ~ ^)) 

^ A B' - B~V ’ 

The axes of this plane are Ax + By=0 and A'x + B'y=0. The condition that 
the line (1) should lie in a plane of the nest of the conic a'x^ + h'y^ + c'^O is that 

= tan a tan /a = — . 


{h) To find the equation of the line through a given imagimfry point irhicli lies in 
a given (a, p) plane. 

Lot the coordinates of the point be .Vi tan tt 4 -i.*? 2 tan /y, and let the plane 

be the ((»', /S') plane. 

The equation of the lino may be written in the form 


y — X\ tan a - ix^i fcin /3= (w+fwi') {x—xi — ixo). 
If this bo the same line as 

ax-\- by + c + / (a'.r + h'y + c') = 0, 


then by (o) 


tan 


d = m — m' and tan ff — in + m' . 

r c 


Therefore 


bin d — m __ ni c (tan d — tan a) Xi 


= K (suppose). 


Hence 


and 


- m' tan /3' - m d (tan /3' - tan /3) . 1:2 

m _ m _ 1 

tan jfl H- tan d ~ - K (tan d - tan /y') ” 1 + K'^ ’ 


__ a'— tan a) x^ tan fd — i (tan - tan 3) -^’2 tan d 

k — i ~~ (tana -tana);ri-i(tan/3' — tan/y).r 2 

If the plane (o', /S') is taken to coincide with the plane (a, ^), then the only 
relation oonnecting m and rd is 

(tan a - in) (tan 3 — ?w) = — 

This relation is satisfied by the m+im' of every line in the plane (a, /y). 
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(c) To find the point on a given imaginai'y line, which U in a given (a, ff) plane, 
any real point being the origin. 

Let OX and be the axes determining the (a, /9) plane, in which it is required 
to find the point on the given line. Let O' be the 
real point on the given line, and through O' draw 
O'l'"' 2>ftrallcl to OX. Let O' A"' l)e the harmonic 
conjugate of O' F' with respect to the line and its 
conjugate imaginary line. Let O'P be the gra])h of 
the line for the axes O'A' and O'F'. Let OA' meet 
O' AT' in jV. Draw NF parallel to OF to meet the 
graph of the line in F. Then F is the required 
Ijoint. For its coordinates are the real length ON 
measured parallel to OX and the purely imaginary 
length NF measured j)arallel to OY. 

Hence it follows that the points on an imaginary line in the (a, planes with 
any fixed real origin, obtained by keeping Q constant and varying a, are all on the 
graph of the line with its reiil point as origin for the plane, for which /S has the 
given value and a is the harmonic conjugate of /3 with respect to the given line and 
its conjugate imaginary line. 

138. The imaginary conic. 

The general equation of an imaginary conic, which may be written 
shortly as S + tS' == 0, where S=0 and S' = 0 are the general equations 
of two real conics, may be treated in either of two ways. 

(1) Transformations of the axes of coordinates may be limited to 
such as are real. 

(2) Transformations of coordinates may be allowed, which involve 
the imaginary. 

In case (2), as a general rule certain points will be changed from 
real to imaginary and vice versa. Transformations of type (1) will be 
considered in the first instance. 

Transformations involving a real change of coordinates. 

Such transformations depend on the fact that every conic has a real 
or semi-real inscribed quadrangle. One pair of opposite sides of such a 
quadrangle are real. Hence the equation of every conic can be obtained 
in the form 

S + 2i/ia!y = 0, (1) 

the axes of coordinates being a pair of real sides of the real or semi-real 
quadrangle which are inclined at an angle qj. 

If the bisectors of the angles betw.een the real sides be taken as the 
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axes of coordinates, the coordinates are rectangular and the equation 
may be written 

S + (y^ - mW) = 0 (2) 

If a\ 6, V are the intercepts made by the conic on the pair of real 
sides of the quadrangle, (1) may be written in the form 

hVx- + aaif — hV (a + a') x — aa (b + b')y-\- aa'bV + 2(h + ilt) x\j = 0, 

( 3 ) 

where a, a\ 6, V may be real, or purely imaginary and conjugate in pairs. 

Generally the form of the equation of a conic depends on whether 
the inscribed quadrangle is real, semi-real of the first kind or semi-real 
of the second kind. 

If the conic has a real self-conjugate triangle, the equation of the 
conic referred to this triangle as triangle of reference can be expressed 
in the form 

ttic- + by'^ + cz“ -h i (aV -4- b'y^ -f c'z^) = 0 (4) 

139. Forms of the equation of a conic into which an imaginary conic can 
be projected by a real projection. 

(A) (1) Let the conic have a real in.scril)cd quadrangle. 

Project the vertices into a reiil square, the diagonals of which ai*e 2^t. 

Take the diagonals for axes of coordinates. 

Tlio equation of any conic through the vertices is 

. 2hxy = a^. 

(2) Let the conic have a semi -real inscribed quadrangle of the first kind. 

Project the vertices into a semi-real square of the first kind, the diagonals of 

which are 2icr. 

Take the diagonals as axes of coordinates. 

The equation of any conic through the vertices is 

= — a2. 

(3) Let the conic have a semi-real inscribed quadrangle of the second kind. 
Project the vertices into a semi-real squai’e of the second kind, the diagonals of 

which are resi)ectively 2a and 2ia. 

Take the diagonal of length 2a as axis of x and the other diagonal <xs axis of y. 
The equation of any conic through the vertices is 

^ —y * + ^hxy = a^. 

In the above h is or may be a complex quantity. 

(B) (1) Let the diagonal triangle of the inscribed real or semi-i'eal quadrangle 
be real. 

Project one side to infinity and the other pair of sides into orthogonal lines. 
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Take these lines as axes of coordinates. 

Then the equation of the conic is of the form 


J?!_- 




{a + iay^ {b + iby 

(2) Let the diagonal triangle of the insciibed serni-real quadrangle be seini-i'eal. 
Project the ^mir of conjugate imaginary vertices into the critical jxiints. 

Take rectangular axes through the centre of the conic, which is real. 

The equation of the conic is then of the form 

{a + iay (b + ib*)^ 

140. Transformation of axes involving the imaginary. 

Let the equation of the conic be 

(a + ia') + 2 (A + iK) xy + (& 4- ib*) 2 + igr') + 2 (/+ if) y + {c + id ) = 0 

+ 2Ai .^;y + &i + 2^1 a? + 2/, y + c, = 0, 

le axe.s being inclined at an angle a>. 

P (]t 

If the origin bo ti*anHferi*ed to the point and the bisector of the angles 

Oi Oj 

stween the axes of coordinates lie displaced through an angle 
i 2A,-(ai + ii) cos® 

■(«i-/ii)sin® ’ 

le new axes being rectangular, the equation of the conic is 




:+---^+ ,=0,. 


+ V le ^k—y/^e *^1* 


.( 1 ) 


here 


id 


r 1 ^1 + ^1 — 2Ai cos ® 

sin^® ’ 


J ^ 




C'l* (rt, + h\ cos ® — 2Ai)2 + (ay — by sin^ ® 

V 


ith the usual notation. 

The equation (1) is of the form 


Y2 


sin* ® 


.=1. 


(« + 4a')* (6+*')* 

(A+iA')X-^+(,B+iB') r*=l. 


141. Nature of an imaginary conic. 

A conic may be imaginary either by nature or by displacement. 

uch a conic as - + ^ = i, where a:* is constant, is according to 
tt* tr 

le definition of Art. 106 imaginary. If however the origin is moved 
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01 ? 

through a distance ix^ the equation becomes ^ ^ = 1. Hence such 


curve may be regarded as imaginary hy displacement If the constants 
which determine the nature of the curve, such as the semi-axes, the 
latus rectum or the angle between a pair of straight lines, involve “ i,” 
the curve is said to be imaginary hy nature. This is the case when the 
quadratic equation for the axes of the conic involves the imaginary 
(ixplicitly or when its roots are imaginary. In the lattcu- case the 
e(]uation of the curve is of the form 


y'^ __ 

(a + iby^ (a — iby ” 

Thus with the notation of Art. 140, (1) if Jh and Jp are real and J,. 
is p<)sitive, the conic is imaginary by displacement, (2) if Jh and Jp are 
real and Jc is negative, the conic has a pair of conjugate imaginary 
axes, (3) if Jh or Jp is imaginary or complex, the conic generally is 
imaginary by nature. • 


142. Tracing of an imaginary conic. 

The author is not acquainted with any satisfactory way of represent- 
ing graphically the points on an imaginary conic in the general case. 
There are three possible ways of proceeding, but none of these seems to 
lead to satisfactory results. 

(а) It is possible to transform the equation of the conic as explained 
in Art. 140 into the form 

{a-\-iay {b + iUy 

Lengths measured along the axis of x may then be regarded as multiples 
real or imaginary of a -i- ia\ and those measured along the axis of y as 
multiples real or imaginary of 6 + ib\ This method however does not 
seem to lead to satisfactory results. 

(б) If as in the case of a real conic the points in (a, /9) planes are 
sought, it is found that as a general rule (see Art. 143) there may be 
four such points in any plane, but generally not more than four points. 
Hence this method does not lend itself to graphic representation. 

(c) It is possible to obtain a graphic representation by substituting 
for the systems of real parallel lines in an (a, figure systems of lines 
satisfying certain conditions, but the graphs obtained in this way are 
of a complicated nature. 
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Thus, if the equation of the conic be 

aa?^ + + c + 1 (aV + Vjf) = 0, 

it is possible to construct the harmonic locus of ax^ + + c = 0 and 

a a? + Hy^ = 0, which is a real curve. The tangents to this curve inter- 
sect the conic and its conjugate imaginary conic in conjugate imaginary 
points, the locus of whose mean points is 

{aV + ba) [{ax^ + -H (a'o?* + b'y^Y] + c [y-b^a' -h x'^a^b'Y 

— 4c (ah' — baya^y^ (a ' -f = 0. 

This curve would therefore intersect the tangents to the harmonic locus 
in points, which would give the real parts of the coordinates of the 
points on the conic, and a graph could be obtained by measuring off the 
appropriate imaginary lengths along the tangents. The same method 
could doubtless be employed, substituting any anharmonic locus for the 
harmonic locus. 

The method (a) groups in the same figure points, whose coordinates 
referred to the same axes through the centre are of the form k{a+ ia), 
Z (6 -f ib'X where k and I are real or purely imaginary quantities. 

143. In even/ (a, ff) figure there may he four points^ hut not more than four points, 
on the conic 

+ 2hxy + hy^ + i + 2h!xy + Uy^) = c. 

If l+x-^^ + i{V +xz) and w+^i tana+i(m'+a72 tan 3) be substituted for x and y 
and the real and imaginary parts of the resulting equation be equated to zero, there 
are no values of I, V, m, m\ a, and j3 which render the two equations thus obtained 
identical or which make one of the equations identically zero in the general case. 


If lz=^r =m=m' =0y the two equations are 

Xx^T -^XiX^C' —x.yT^ =c, (1) 

x{^T' + ^Xi xfj - x<y (2) 


where (7 =* a -h A (tan a + tan fi) + h tan a tan ft T =a ^2h tan a+ 6 tan-* a, 

C = a' + h' (tan a + tan /9) + 6' tan a tan ft T = a! + 2h' tan a + 6' tan-* «, 

Ty =a -J-2A tan fi+h tan® ft 
Ty = a' + 2A' tan /3 + 6' tan® |3. 

Looking upon (1) and (2) as the equations of two conics, the coordinates of a 
point on which are Xy, x^, it is seen that for given values of a and /3 there ai-e not 
more than four pairs of values of Xy and x^. Hence the result follows. 

Equation (1) is that of a conic and (2) that of a pair of straight lines. Only real 
values of Xy and 072 are required. Hence for such.to exist (2) must represent a pair 
of real lines and be equivalent to 

T* (Xy - Xi 072) (^1 “ ^2^2) = 0| 


where Xi and X 2 are real. 


(3) 
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From (1) iind (2) x^{()T-itC'T'')-x^{T^C-^T{C’)=cC. 

Writing this equation as x^A •^x^B=cC, 

the values of X 2 are given by 

2 cC cC 


•(4) 

.(5) 

( 6 ) 


The condition for the existence of xioints in a given (a, fi) plane is that these 
exxn’essions should be positive. 

It may be noticed that if x^ tan a+wjg tan 3 be siiUstituted for x and y in 

an equation, 


(1) if ixy and ix^ be values of x^ and x^^ these values give a iioint (-.> 2 , ^ 1 ) in 
the (3, a) x)lane ; 

(2) if a pair of values ±X 2 correspond to a given value of the points so 
obtained arc a pair of conjugate imaginary points ; 


(») if.r1-X.r2, 


y _ Xtan a+t tan )3 
X X i 


Hence the j)oint a\ y lies on this imaginary line through the origin. 


144. In the cane of the conir 

ax^ + ^hxy + hy^ + ^ {n'x"^ + 2h'xy + h*y^) = c, 

if there are any points in the (a, ff) or (j3, a) planes, the sum of the numhei' of points 
in these planes is four. 

Since there are points in one or other of the planes, equation (2) of the last 
article can be ex^ireBsed as equation (3). Hence the values of x^i are given by (G). 
These values ai-e either real or purely imaginary. The real values give points in the 
(n, /3) i>lane and the purely imaginary values give points in the (/9, a) [ilano. The 
sum of the numbers of these points is four. 


145. Special case of an imaginary conic. 

If in the case of the conic considered in the last article the lines 
aa^ + 2h^xy + Vy^=0 are a pair of conjugate diameters of the conic 
ax^ + 2}ixy + 5y* = c, the relation (2), Art. 143, is satisfied, when a and P 
are such as to determine this pair of conjugate diameters. In this case 
T’ = r/ = 0 = 0. Hence there are in this case an infinite number of 
I)oints on the conic in these (a, /8) and (/8, a) planes. 

The corresponding values of and X 2 are given by 

2 x^X 2 C' - x^^T^ = c. 

The conic in this case is not generally imaginary by displacement. 

If a pair of real sides of the semi-real or real quadrangle of an 
imaginary conic are taken as the axes of coordinates and a new figure is 
obtained by projecting the side of the self-conjugate triangle opposite 
to their point of intersection into the line at infinity, it may happen 
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that the vertices of the semi-real or real quadrangle of the imaginary 
conic so obtained are determined by a conic of which the axes of 
coordinates are a pair of conjugate diameters. In this case the equation 
of the imaginary conic is of the form 

aa^ + hy^ + 2 ih(cy = c. 

Substituting -h iy^ tan 7 and tan a -h iy^ for x and y, it is found 
that 

a (iTi® — y.^ tan- 7) + 6 {x^ tan® a — y^) — ^lix^y., (1 + tan a tan 7) = c, . . .(1) 

and 571^2 (a tan 7 + fc tan a) + A {x^ tan a — y./ tan 7) = 0 (2) 

If ot«: 7 = 0 , (2) is satisfied and (1) becomes 

ax^ — hy^ — '2,hxiy^ = c. 

Hence there are an infinite number of points in the ( 1 , i) and (i, 1) 
planes of the conic. 

Conic through five points in the same (a, ff) plane. 

If a conic bo described through five points in the same (a, ff) plane its equation 
by expanding the determinant, obtained by eliminating the constants, is found to bo 


+b{^^ 2 / t + 6 * = 0 , ( 1 ) 

or a!C^ hy^ +2^a’- 2«'/y-|-c = 0, (2) 

whcirc a, 6, c, /, h are real. 


Let 1)C tlie discriminant of this equation, and A the discriminant of (1) when 
the “ ^^s are omitted. Let Ci and C be the corresponding minors of c. 

TJien, it will be found that 

Aj = — A and Cf = — C. 

Hence the equation referred to parallel axes through the centre is 
ax^ 'Mfixy = 0. 

The axes :r=0, ^=0 are conjugate diameters of the curve and 

therefore the conic considered comes under the special case of the imaginary conic. 

Conic imaginary by displacement. 

Consider the conic 

+ 2ihxy - hy^ + - 2ify -I- c = 0, 

where the axes are rectangular. 

Referred to parallel axes of coordihates through the centre, the equation with the 
notation of the preceding is 

ax^ + 2i/ixy - hy^ -|- 0. 

Turn the axes of coordinates through the imaginary angle J tan . 
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The equation is then where a' and h' are given by 

a-\-h = a' + y and ah-\‘h“—a!h\ 

Therefore a' — b'=± J{a — by — Ah\ 

If (a - by > Ah\ the values of a! and 6' are real and the conic is imaginary by 
displacement. If this condition is not satisfied the axes of the conic are conjugfite 
imaginary quantities. 

In form (A), Art. 139, in cases (1) and (2), if h is purely imaginary the conic has 
a pair of conjugate imaginary axes. The same holds in case (3) except that when h 
in i.h is <1, the axes of the conic are real and the conic is imaginary by displace- 
ment. 


146. Modulus of reduction in an (a, ff) figure. 

In an (a, /S) figure let P represent a })oint and let PN be y, ON be .r, and tlic 
angle PON be 6, 

Let /3 — a be «. Then 

PN— x - Kx (8UT)iM)se). 

Slllfca-d) ' IX / 

Then 

OP^ graphically A" V + 2.r*^ A" cos o), 

OF^ actually -= .r* — A + 2 Li^K cos a. 

actual value of OF-^ __ 1 - + 2iA cos a> 

graphical value of OF^’“ I + cos q> 

= (suppose). 

(o) — d) — sin-® 6 -h 2i si n (o) — 6) sin d cos a> 

sin*-® (<a — d) — sill*-® d + 2 sin d sin - d) cos <o 

_ sin Q] sill («a - 2d) + 2t sin (« — d) sin d cos q> 
sin'-® to 

= cos 2d - c . sin 2d + 2i sin d . c (cos d - c sin d), where c*s cot to, 

= cos 2d {1 + ic^} + c sin 2d - 1} — ic*-®. 


If 

TT 

" = 2’ 

722= COS 2d. 

If 

d = ^, 

i cos to 



~ 1 +COS6 

If 

d-0, 

A2 = l. 

If 

dsBO), 

A2= - 1. 


Hence by means of R, the modulus of reduction, the actual distance from the 
origin of a point in an (a, j3) figure can be deduced from its graphic representation. 

The imaginary angle represented by a real graph. 

Graphically a triangle ONP, in which ON is a, NP is ih, and ONP is a real angle 
0 ), is represented by a real triangle ONP in which NP is 6. Lot the angle PON of 
the imaginary triangle be d^ and that of the real triangle d. 




Critical lAnm 


193 


Then 

Therefore 

Hence 

tan 0i= 


sin 0 


. 

sin (d + w) a sin, {0i + a>) ‘ 


b 
a 

sin 0i 

sin (0i + (o) 


isin 0 
sin (^+ 0 ’) 


-iK (suppose) (1) 


iKninto j ^ 2iA sm « (1 - 1 A cos w) 

1 - lA cos a> 1 — 2iA cos w — A ^ cos 2o> 

From (1), if 0i s a + it is found by equating real and imaginary parts of the 
equation that 

. _ -/r2sin2a> , , ^ . 2iA'Rinw 

-l + K^- 

The value of tan2(a + «<^) derived fi’om (3) is in agreement with the value of 
tan 20i derived from (2). 

Given any imaginary length A + iB meanured along a line^ it is possible to deter- 
mine this length by means of (a, /3) obxes inclined at any given real angle a. 

Let a and ih be the coordinates of the end of the length A + iB. 

Then (^1 + iB'f = + 2iab cos o>. 

Assume that B^ = d^ — h^ and 2iAB=2iah cos <o. 

Then — ^ = — 6'^ and AB=ahcoe(d. 

a*+6»= + * /(il*-^)» + 4^^^- = ±^, where A'ia >A^-IP. 

“V COS^GJ 


2d^^{A^-B^)±K and 2l)^= ~{A^- B^)±K. 

If the positive sign of the square root is taken, a and h arc both real. If the 
negative sign is taken for the square root l>oth a and h are piiTOly imaginary, that 
is, a is imaginary and ih is real. 


147. (A, B) figures for the critical lines of a point. 

Probably the two most remarkable of all the properties of the critical lines of a 
point are the following : 

(1) If any pair of lines at right angles through the point be taken as axes of 
coordinates the equation of these linos is Jt^+y^=0. If real lengths be measured 
along the axis of x and imaginary lengths along the axis of y o graphic representa- 
tion of the lines can be obtained. But if any other pair of lines at right angles 
through the point be taken as axes of coordinates the equation of the pair of 
critical lines is still x^+y^=0 and they can be graphed in the same way. 

(2) Each of the critical lines may analytically be regarded as making the same 
angle with every real line in its plane (Art. 78). 

The first of those properties can however be explained at once and the second is 
an immediate consequence of the first. 

In Art. 76 it was shown that if the equation of a pair of imaginary lines is given 
in the form y^-\‘m^a^=Oy i.e. if the axes of coordinates are the pair of real bisectors 
of the angles between the lines — which are of course at right angles ~a graph exists 
in all the (a, ff) planes for which a and ^ satisfy the relation tana tan)3= - m^. If 
for the lines = 0 be substituted the lines = this condition becomes 

13 


H. I. Q. 
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tana tan -1. Hence the axes for the graphs of these lines must be at right 
angles and for all pairs of axes at right angles a graph exists. Hence the property 
of the critical lines set forth in (1) is simply that for them as for other imaginary 
linos (a, ff) figures can be constructed. For all pairs of axes at right angles the form 
of the equation of the critical lines is the same (Art. 96). 

In the general case a pair of conjugate imaginary straight lines have only one 
pair of harmonic conjugates (real) which are at right angles. These are the bisectors 
of the angles between the lines. In Art. 77 it was shown that the graph of an 
imaginary line derived from its equation referred to two (a, /S) axes make& with 
cither of the bi.sectors the same angle as that deduced from its equation referred 
to the bisectors as axes of coordinates. In the case of the critical lines there arc 
an infinite number of these bisectors. This result shows that the angle made 
by a critical lino with any of these bisectors must be the same as that made by it 
with any one of another pair of bisectors, i.e. with any real’ line in the plane. 
Hence these two remarkable properties of the critical lines are only particular cases 
of well establishe<l theorems. 

It is instructive to work out directly, by substituting Xi + and .Vi tana + w’g tan jS 

for x and the (n, (i) figures of a pair of critical lines (sec Art. 76). 

EXAMPLES 

(1) Show that the line joining the points x^ + 1 > 2 » 2/1 + V /2 ^1 — “^1 + ^^2 

lies in the (1, i) plane. 

(2) Provo that the vertices of the real or semi -real quadrangle of the conic 

-h 2hx^ + i (a'^ + 2/i'x^ -f- j ^ 

lie in one or other of the planes (1, 1), (z, i) or (a', ^')i where a', give the directions 
of the common harmonic conjugates of and 

(3) Prove with the notation of Art. 143 that the points of the conic, w^hicli lie 
in the (a, j9) plane, are situated on the pair of straight lines whose equation is 

T\ (^-x tan a)'-* + 2(7i {y - x tan a){y-x tan -h T' (y — x tan j9)'-* = 0. 

(4) Prove that the graph of the curve 

ax^ {by — lx) {ly-\-ax ) = 0 

in tlie (a, p) plane in which it has a continuous graph is the re<il part of tlie conic 
bx^ ay'^ xy{l^ + ab) _ 1 

referred to the a, axes as axes of coordinates. 

(5) The locus of points, from which pairs of tangents can Ihj drawn to a hyper- 
bola such that the sum of the angles which they make with the axis of x is - , is a 

2 

lX)rtioii of a rectangular hyperbola. 

(6) The locus of a point, the tangents from which to the ellipse 

make angles with the axis of x the sum of which is ^ , is the rectangular hyperbola 
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(7) Prove that the point on the line ax-k-ihy^X which is in the (a, /9) plane is 

a-ih tan a (a — ih tan /3) tan a 

a2+6^tan a tan /3 * tan a tan ^ 

(8) Show that if a, a', A, ky and k' are finite quantities and \ in the limit 

approaches the value zero, the connectors of the two points Q] and 122 whoso co- 
ordinates are respectively ^~-\-k and \-\-h\ +^, to the origin are the 

A A A A 

critical lines of the origin. 

(9) Hence show that the points Qi and 122 may be regarded as representing the 
circular points at infinity in the most general case and that these points in a 
imrticular case are a pair of conjugate imaginary points. 

(10) Hence prove that in the general case the measures of the distances of the 
circular points at infinity from the origin are indeteiininate quantities. 


13—2 



CHAPTER VII 


THE IMAGINARY IN SPACE 

148 . In Chapter I an imaginary point was defined as a double point 
of a real overlapping involution situated on a real straight line. The 
real lines, on which such involutions were situated, were assumed to lie 
in a plane, so that the bases of the involutions were intersecting straight 
lines. In this chapter this restriction is removed so that the points 
considered, both real and imaginary, are situated in space. 

A straight line may be regarded as a fundamental conception or may 
be defined as a locus such that one and only one straight line can he 
drawn to pass through two given points^ and a plane as the surface generated 
hy straight lines all of which intersect in pairs at points at a finite or 
infinite distance. It follows that two straight lines cannot intersect in 
more than one point. If the)^ so intersected, two straight lines could 
be drawn to join their two points of intersection. It is assumed that two 
intersecting straight lines uniquely determine a plane. 

A plane is determined hy any three points A, By C, which are not 
collinear. Join B and C to A by straight lines. Then, if P and Q be 
any two points on these lines, the straight line PQ intersects AB and 
A (7 and therefore the three lines lie in the same plane. 

It follows that a point and a straight line determine a plane y and that 
if two points on a straight line lie in a plane, every point in the straight 
line lies in the plane. 

The locus of points common to two planes is a straight line. 

•Let A and B be two points common to tw’o planes a and a. Only 
one straight line can be drawn to join A and B. Every point on the 
line AB lies in the plane a and also in the plane a. Hence the theorem 
follows, for if there were a common point of the planes a and a, which 
was not on the line AB, the planes o- and a would coincide in the 
plane determined by this point and the line AB. 

A plane and a straight line — which does not lie in the plane — 
determine a point. 
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Let cr be the plane and I the line. Take A any point in the plane 
<r and construct the plane a* through A and the line L This plane 
intersects the plane <r in a line I being in this plane ipeets <r<r' in 
ope point. This point is the point of intersection of I and o*. 

Planes which intersect in the same straight line are termed coaaoal 
planes. 

Three planes which are not coaxal determine a point 

Let the planes be o-, o*', a". Then <r, a intersect in a straight line Z, 
and I meets or' in a point. This is the one and only point common to 
the three planes. 

Hence the following correlative relations are obtained : 

Three non-collinear points de- Three non-coaxal planes deter- 
termine a plane. mine a point. 

Two points determine a straight Two planes determine astraight 

line. line. 

A point and a line determine a A plane and a line determine a 
plane. point. 

Two intersecting straight lines Two intersecting straight lines 
determine a point. determine a plane. 

If in the above the determining elements are real, the line, point or 
plane so determined is real. 

Parallel planes are such as contain more than one system of lines of 
the one parallel to a system of parallel lines of the other. Parallel planes 
form a coaxal system of planes the axis of which is entirely at infinity. 

Analytical. 

Let P be any imaginary point in space. Let P' be its conjugate 
imaginary point. Then PP' is a real line, for P and P' are by definition 
the double points of a real involution on a real straight line. Let M be 
the mean point of P and P', which is real. Through M draw a real plane 
cr perpendicular to the real line PP'. Then PM is a purely imaginary 
quantity. The position of M in the plane cr is determined by two real 
cooi'dinates. Hence the coordinates of P are of the form a, b, + ic, and 
those of P' of the form a, 6, — ic. If the planes of the coordinate axes 
are changed the coordinates of P and P' are of the form 

a + ia\ h + c -h ic\ 
a — ia\ h — ih\ c — ic. 


and 
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It follows that if the equation of the plane, which contains three given 
imaginary points, is of the form 

(Z + iV) a? + (m + iin!) y + (n + in*) z^k-\- ik\ 
that of the plane which contains the three conjugate imaginary points 
is of the form 

(Z — iV) a; + (m — im!) y + in— in*) z=^k — ik*. 

These planes in the equations of which the sign of the imaginary 
is changed are termed conjugate imagmary planes. 

A line is determined by the equations of two planes which pass 
through the line. These may be transformed into the shape 
a; — (a + ia*) y — (^ + z^{c+ ic*) 


{k + ik*) — (a + ia) (Z + il*) — 

1. Every imaginary point has 
a conjugate imaginary point 

If the coordinates of the point 
are 

a + ia*, b + ib*, c + iV, 
the coordinates of. the conjugate 
imaginary point are 

a — ia, h — iV, c — ic\ 

2. Through every imaginary 
point there is one and only one real 
line, which is the connector of the 
point to its conjugate imaginary 
point. Through this line pass all 
real planes which contain the point. 

The equation of the line join- 
ing the point a + ia, b + ib*, c + ic 
to its conjugate imaginary point is 

oj — a — ia* _ y ‘'b — ib* 
a — ia* — a — id b~-ib* — b -- ib* 

— ^ " c — id 
c-id'-c — id 
a? — a y — 6 ^ — c 

nr s = 

d V d • 

This line is obviously real. 


(6 + ib*) (m + ini) — (c + id) * 

Every imaginary plane has a 
conjugate imaginary plane. 

If the equation of the plane is 
eta; + 6y + + cZ 

+ i (dx + b*y + dz + d*) = 0, 
that of the conjugate imaginary 
plane is 

ax + by cz ■¥ d 

— i {dx + b*y + dz + d!) = 0. 

In every imaginary plane there 
is one and only one real line, which 
is the Urn of intersection of the 
plane and its conjugate imaginary 
plane. This line is the locus of all 
real points in the plane. 

The real points in the plane 
ax •\‘by-Vcz’]rd 

-h i {dx + b*y + dz + cZ) = 0 
are given by 

tta? -h 6y H- C 2 : + cZ = 0 
and dx -f- b*y + dz + d* = 0. 

These points lie on a real 
straight line, which is also the real 
line in the conjugate imaginaiy 
plane. 
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3. The line joining two imagin- 
arypoints istke conjiigateimaginary 
line of the line joining their con- 
jugate imaginary points, 

4. Two conjugate imaginar'y 
lines, determhied as the connectors 
of two pairs of conjugate inuiginary 
points, meet at a real point, if the 
real lines through the two pairs of 
conjugate imaginary points are con- 
current, i.e. if the two pairs of con- 
jugate imaginary points lie in the 
same real plane ; othei'ivise they do 
not meet at all. 

The condition that the line 

X —a — i(i _ y—b — ib' 
k + ik' — a — ia' .1 -\-iV — b —ib' 

z — c — if _ 
in + ini — c — ic 

should intersect the line obtained 
by changing the sign of i, is 

! a V d I 

! V V m' ! = 0. 

I & — a l — b m — c 

This is the condition that the 
real lines through the imaginary 
points determining the lines should 
meet at a point (see 2 above). 

If this condition is not satisfied 
there is no real point on the con- 
jugate imaginary lines and they do 
not intersect. 

5. If two imaginary points are 
sueh that the real lines through the 


The line of intersection of two 
imaginary planes is the conjugate 
imaginary line of the line of inter- 
section of their conjugate imaginary 
planes. 

Two conjugate imaginary lines, 
determined as the lines of inter- 
section of two pairs of conjugate 
imaginary planes, lie in a real plane, 
if the real lines in the two pairs of 
planes are concurrent, i.e. if the two 
pairs of conjugate imaginary planes 
meet in a real point ; otherwise they 
do not lie in a plane at all. 

The condition that the line 
ax -\-by -\-cz-\-d 

-f i {ax + Vy -I- cz -H c2') = 0 
kx ly + mz n 

H- i {k*x + Vy -h mz + h) = 0 
should intersect the line obtained 
by changing the sign of i, is 
abed 
k I m n 

a' V c d' ^ ' 

y V m! i{ 

This is the condition that the 
real lines in the determining planes 
should meet at a point, i.e. that 
they should lie in a plane (see 2 
above). 

If this condition is not satisfied 
there is no real plane through the 
conjugate imaginary lines and they 
do not lie in a plane. 

If two imaginary planes are 
such that the real lines in the planes 
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points are not concurrenty no real 
plane can be drawn through their 
connector. 

This follows from 4. 

149 , Sgatems of lines and planes 
throvgh a real point. 

A real point P contains 

(1) An infinite number of real planes, 
which intersect in an infinite number of 
real lines through the point P. These 
planes are determined by P and any 
other two real points. 

(2) An infinite number of planes 
determined by P, a real point A and an 
imaginary point Those planes may 
be real, in which case the plane con- 
tains C/y the conjugate imaginary 
point of Q. 

All those planes which pass through 
a real point A as well as through P 
intersect in the real line AP. 

(3) An infinite number of planes 
determined by i*, Q and Ry where Q and 
R are imaginary ])oints. If a particular 
plane contains the conjugate imaginary 
points of (i and /2, it is real. Otherwise 
it is imaginary. 

Planes of this system intersect in 
imaginary lines through P. 

Systems of lines and planes through 
an imaginary point. 

Through an imaginary i)oiiit P there 
passes one real line, which is the con- 
nector of P to its conjugate imaginary 
point P\ 

Through the line PP* pass an infinite 
nutiiber of real planes, all of which con- 
tain P and P\ These are the only real 
planes which contain P. Hence if a real 
plane passes through an imaginary point, 
it also passes through the conjugate 
imaginary point. 


are not coplanary no real point 
exists on their line of intersection. 

This follows from 4. 

Systems of lines and points in a real 
plane. 

A real plane a contains 

(1) An infinite number of real points, 
the connectors of which are an infinite 
number of real lines in the plane o-. 
These points are determined by o- and 
any other two real planes. 

(2) An infinite number of i)oint.s 
determined by <r, a real plane a and an 
imaginary plane ctj. These points may 
be real, in which case the point con- 
tains cr/, the conjugate imaginary 
plane of o-i. 

All those points wliich are contained 
by 0 -' as well as by o- lie in the real 
straight line aa. 

(3) An infinite number of points 
determined by o-, o-i and 0 - 2 , whore {Tj and 
0-2 are imaginary planes. If a particular 
point contains the conjugate imaginary 
planes of <ri and rr^, it is real. Otherwise 
it is imaginary. 

Points of this .system lie on imaginary 
lines in a. 

Systems of lines and points in an 
imaginary plane. 

In an imaginary plane o* there is one 
real line, which is the line of intersection 
of the plane with its conjugate imaginary 
plane o-'. 

On the line aa there arc an infinite 
number of real points, which are in the 
planes cr and tr. Those are the only real 
points in the plane o*. Hence if a real 
point lies in an imaginary plane it is also 
in the conjugate imaginary plane. 
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Through the line PP' also pass an On the line &fr are also an inhnite 
infinite number of imaginary planes, number of imaginary points, which are 
which are conjugate in pairs. All of conjugate in pairs. All of these points 
these planes have the line PP' for their have the Ime o-cr' for their real line and 
real line and therefore contain no other therefore contain no other real line, 
real line. 

In all these planes an infinite number Through these points an infinite 
of imaginary lines can he drawn through number of imaginary lines can be drawn 
the point P. in the i)laue a-. 

Through the point P and any other By means of the plane <r and any 
two points, real or imaginary, an infinite other two planes, real or imaginary, an 
number of imaginary planes can be infinite number of imaginary points can 
drawn. These imaginary planes intersect be constructed. These imaginary points 
in an infinite number of imaginary lines determine an infinite number of imagin- 
throiigh P. ary lines in the plane rr. 

150. Projection from an imaginary centre. 

Projection from an imaginary centre of points in one real plane into 
points in another real plane. 

Let S be the centre of projection, S' its conjugate imaginary point, 
<T the first plane and a' the second plane. 

(1) All real jwints in one plane are projected into imaginary points 
in the other plane with the exception of the points where the line SS' 
meets the planes and the real points on the line of intersection of the 
planes a and a. The points which correspond to these points are real. 

Consider any real point P in the plane o- other than the special 
points mentioned above. SP is an imaginary line since it does not pass 
through S\ the conjugate imaginary point of S. It contains one real 
point P and therefore cannot contain any other real point. Hence P', 
the point where SP meets the plane is an imaginary point. 

(2) Every conic is projected into a conic. 

Take A, B, Cy D and P any five points on a conic L in the plane a. 
Let these points be projected into the points A\ R, G\ R and P'. 
Then (P . ABCD) = (P' . A'B'C'R). Hence as P moves along the conic 
L, the point P' will move along the corresponding conic L\ 

(3) A real conic can always be projected into a real conic. 

Consider the conic L in the plane a. Take any real point 0 in tlie 
plane <r outside the conic Z, i.e. so that real lines can be drawn through 
the point 0 which meet the conic in imaginary points. Draw any real 
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line s through 0 outside the plane a and take two conjugate imaginary 
points fif and S' on this line. Take S for centre of projection. Through 
0 draw any real straight line a in the plane a to meet the conic L in 
conjugate imaginary points and Then the plane SS*AiA.^^m 
real and SA^ is an imaginary line in this plane. It therefore contains 
a real point A.^. 

Similarly draw through 0 in the plane a two other straight lines 
h and c. From these derive as above points 5 , and and on their 
connectors to S determine the real points 2^3 and G^, 

Take the plane A.iB^G^ as the plane a. 

By construction the three imaginary points A^^B^y Ci on the conic L 
project into the real points A-^, Bs, in the plane a, which must be on 
the conic i' into which the conic L is projected by (2). Also the conic 
L meets the line aa in a pair of points real, coincident or conjugate 
imaginary. Through these points the conic U passes. Hence the 
conic i' contains three real points iind a pair of points either real or 
conjugate imaginary. Hence the conic IJ is real. 

Instead of seeking the projection, in which Aj, -Bj, are projected 



into A3, -B3, Cg, it is possible to project A,, Aj, Bi into real points A3, 
A4, B3, where A4, B^y Gi are the points corresponding to Ag, -Bg, Gg. 

It should be noticed that As is the point of intersection of SA^ and 
B'Aa and that the points B^ and Gg may be constructed in a similar 
manner. 
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Let SS' meet in N and let -43-44 meet a in Jf. Since MOA^A^ 
is harmonic, Jlf is a point in the polar of 0 with respect to the conic. 
Also NOSS' is harmonic and therefore N is fixed when S, 0 , S' arc 
fix^d. 

■ Consider the plane -43-4453. It meets a in M a point on the polar 
of 0. Also -43-44 and intersect at N and therefore Bi lies in this 
plane and is the projection of Bs on the plane. Hence the plane 
A^A^B^Bi meets a- in the point K, where B^B^ meets 6. Hence it 
intersects o- in the polar of 0. 

Simila/rly the plane B^B^C^C^ intersects a in the polar of 0. Hence 
since B^, B^ are common to the planes A^A^B^B^ and B.^B^G.^C^ these 
planes coincide. Hence (1) all pairs of conjugate imaginary points 
obtained by drawing real chords through 0 to meet the conic are projected 
into real points, and (2) for all positions of S the line aa is the polar 
of 0. 

(4) All projective theorems, which are true for real points on a conic, 
are also true for imaginary points on a conic. 

Construct the projection as in (3) so that the real points for which 
the theorem holds are not the point SS ' . <r or the points on crcr'. Then 
the theorem is obvious. 

Similarly it follows that projective theorems, which are true for real 
points on real straight lines, are true for imaginary points on real straight 
lines. 

This affords a general confirmation of the results obtained in the 
earlier chapters. 

151. Graphic representation of the imaginary in Solid Geo- 
metry. 

. Let the axes of coordinates be rectangular and let the coordinates of 
any point P be a?! + ix^, yi + iy^, Z\ 4- iz2- 

Let Pi be the point x^, yi, and let Pa be the point x^, y^y Let 
0 be the origin and let OPi and OPg be r^ and r^. Let the direction 
cosines of OPi and OPg be respectively cos a, cos /9, cos 7 and cos cos 
cos 7'. Then the coordinates of P are r^ cos a+ir^ cos rj cos /S+iVa cos 
and cos 7 4- ir^ cos 7'. These values may be substituted in the equation 
of a surface in order to find the principal coordinates of the point P, 
which are r^ and r^, measured in the directions given by cos a, cos)8, 
cos 7 and cos a', cos cos 7'. 
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(A) To trace a real plane. 

Substituting in the equation in its usual form it is found that 


7*1 (Z cos a +mcos;9 +710057)— /) = 0 (1) 

and ra (Z cos a' + tti cos + ti cos 7') = 0 (2) 


From (2) it follows that the direction of the imaginary coordinate 
may be any direction parallel to the plane and that the coordinate r^ 
may have any value. From (1) it follows that the point Pi may be 
anywhere in the plane. Hence from the origin a real vector r-^ may be 
drawn to any real point in the plane and through that point an imaginary 
vector may be drawn in any direction in the plane and of any length 
to determine a point in the plane. 


(B) To trace a real comcoid. 

Let the equation of the surface be 

a?- 7* Z“ 

_ 4- j 


1 = 0 . 


Substituting in this equ.atioii it is found that 


„ fcos®a 

cos®/8 

cos® 7] 

fcos“a 

cos’yy' 


+ ft. + 

c* J 

• - 1 - rsM — - 
( a‘ 


and 

i\r 

(cosi 

n 

a cos a cos ^ cos ff cos 
a? 


= 0 ...( 1 ) 

= 0 ....( 2 ) 


Consider the line OPi. It is a diameter of the conicoid whose 
direction cosines are coso, cos )8, cos 7. (2) is the condition that the 

line OP2 should lie in the diametral plane of OP^, If this condition is 
fulfilled (2) is satisfied. 

Let the point P, be given. Then PiPo is parallel to the diametral 
plane of OPi and 


ro" 


<cos® a 

cos® OL 

a® 


cos®^ cos®7\ 

+ -li - + -c.-; - ^ 

cos® fi' cos® y 
^ 6® ^ c® 


(3) 


Now 


cos® a COS®y9' cos® 7' _ 1 
a® ^ “c® ”7^®’ 


where r is the length of the semi-diameter in which the line through 
the centre, whose direction cosines are cos a', cos^S', C0S7 , meets the 
conic in which the diametral plane intersects the conicoid. 


Therefore 


7-2= = r® 


-/cos® a cos®/ff cos®7\ ,) 


,(4) 
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Hence the imaginary points on the conicoid which have as repre- 
senting the real parts of their coordinates, lie in a plane through Pi 
parallel to the diametral plane of OPi and at such distances from Pi 
that they are situated on a conic similar and similarly placed to the 
section of the ellipsoid by the diametral plane of OPi. 

As the point Pi moves along OPi the linear dimensions of the conic 
on which the points lie vary as 


/ _/cos*a cos*^ 


+ 


cos® y\ 
~~^J 


1 


or as 



c® 


1 . 


If OPi be taken as axis of z and the axes of x and y are any pair of 
conjugate diameters in the diametral plane of OPi, and cos a, cos a', ... 
are the direction ratios of and ra, then 

cos a = cos /8 = cos 7' = 0. 


Also 

,/cos’o cos^/S co8*y\ 

cT ' )~^ 

and 

1 cos® OL cos® /S' 

~ a* 6* ' 

Hence ( 4 ) 

becomes 


/cos’a' cos^iS'V 

Therefore 

Vi . V _ j 

a* > c» 


This is the surface which is the graph of the branch in question of 
the conicoid. 


This result may be obtained as follows. Take OPi as axis of z and 
two conjugate diameters in the diametral plane of OPj as axes of 
coordinates. Then, if x, y, z are the coordinates of points on the branch 
in question of the surface, z is real and x and y are imaginary. Hence 
a?, y, z are respectively wca, iy^ and z. Substituting in the equation of 

the surface it is found that the graph in question = 

This is an hyperboloid of two sheets which touches the real ellipsoid 
where it is met by the diameter OPi. The same surface is obtained 
whatever pair of conjugate diameters in the diametral plane are taken 
for axes of x and y. 

If OPi is taken as an imaginary axis, the coordinates of a point on 
the corresponding branch are x^^ y^ and iz^ and the equation of the 



206 


The Inmginari/ in Geometry 


graph is ^ hyperboloid of one sheet, which 

touches the real ellipsoid where it is met by the plane z = 0. It is the 
same whatever pair of conjugate diameters in the plane z — 0 are taken 
as axes of coordinates. .Hence for each diameter and its diametral 
plane, there are in addition to the (1, 1, 1) and (i, i, i) branches, two 
hyperboloidal branches of the form (i, i, 1) and (1, 1, i). These two 

hyperboloidal branches have a common asymptotic cone ^ 

Hence it is seen that the parent branch of the conicoid 

a® 6® c* 

consists of eight parts, viz. the (1, 1, 1) (i, 1, 1) (1, i, 1) (1, 1, i) (1, i, i) 
(i, l,i) (i, i, 1) (i, i, i) branches. The branches 2 to 4 and 5 to 7 are of 
the same type. 

The typical branches are 

(а) (1, 1, 1) branch which is the ellipsoid 

a? b‘ 

(б) (1,1, i) branch which is an hyperboloid of one sheet 

(c) {if i, 1) branch which is an hyperboloid of two sheets 

(d) (i, i, i) branch which does not exist in this case. Its equation is 

“5 + i-ji + + 1 = 0. 

a® ¥ ¥ 

The hyperboloids (6) and (c) have a common asymptotic cone 
x^ 

The conjugate loci may be obtained by taking any point A' on the 
ellipsoid and associating with OA' as axes of coordinates any pair of 
conjugate diameters 0B\ OC' in the diametral plane of OA'. 

The equation of the ellipsoid is then 


a? y 
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As in the case of the parent branch there are eight branches of the 
curve, of which four are typical. 

{a) (1, 1, 1) branch is the same ellipsoid as before. 

• (6) (1, 1, i) branch is an hyperboloid of one sheet which touches 
the ellipsoid where it is met by the plane 2=0. Its equation is 

p/. A 


(c) (i, iy 1) branch is an hyperboloid of two sheets, which touches 
the ellipsoid at the ends of the diameter, which is the axis of z. Its 
equation is 


z- 

~ &'* c - 


1 = 0 . 


(d) {iy iy i) branch does not exist in this case. 





0 . 


Its equation is 


When it exists it is the same as the corresponding partof the parent branch. 
The two hyperboloids (b) and (c) have the common asymptotic cone 




= 0 . 


Consider the conicoid 


, 

-.7 + , “ 1 = 0 


and any real plane parallel to the yz plane. Let the plane be .r- 4=0 and let k<a 
This plane meets the conicoid in the conic 


This is an ellipse. It has a real branch which corresponds to a real branch of the 
conicoid. It also has imaginary branches. Consider the branch of the ellipse for 
which y is real and z purely imaginary. This branch gives points on the conicoid of 
the form (1, 1, i). To obtain the principal coordinates of such points the x and y 
coordinates must be combined into a single real coordinate. This gives a real 
coordinate — say OPi — in the xy plane and an imaginary coordinate perpendicular to 
this plane that is parallel to the axis of z. For this pai'ticular branch the coordinates 
of all points on the conicoid will be of this form. As however 0P\ will generally be 
different for different points, these points will not generally lie on the same branch 
of the surface. 


The hyperboloids may be graphed in the same way as the ellipsoid. 
The branches will be found to be of the same nature. The paraboloids 
may also be graphed. 
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(C) To trace an imaginary plane. 

Let the equation of the plane be 

lx + my + + iK {Vx + m*y + nz) = 0, 

where Z® + m* 4 -n“ = l and + + 1. 

The equation of the conjugate imaginary plane is 
lx + my + nz~- iK {Vx + niy + nz) = 0 

and the combined equation of the two planes 

(lx + my + nzy + (Vx + m!y + nzY = 0. 



Let lx + niy + = 0 be the plane X, Z'a? + my + nz = 0 the plane X', 

and let s be the real line of intersection of the planes. 

Let Pi .and Pa be as previously defined. Then on substituting in 


the equation of the plane it is found that 

r, .SZcosa- rg/f .SZ'cosa =0 (1) 

and 7*2 . SZ cos oi -\-r^K, SV cos a = 0, (2) 


where 'll cos o = Z cos a + m cos /3 + n cos 7, 

2 Z' cos a = V cos a + W cos + w' cos 7, etc. 

From (1) and (2) 

11 cos a . ll cos a +K^. IV cos d . IV cos a = 0 (3) 

This is the condition that the line OPa should lie in the diametral 
plane of OPi with respect to the pair of conjugate imaginary planes, 
that is, if the plane determined by Pj and « be <ri, and tr^ be the plane 
harmonic conjugate of with respect to the pair of conjugate imaginary 
planes, OPg must lie in the plane 0*2. 



The Imaginary Plane 


Wherever the point Pi is situated in the plane Ci, must lie in the 
plane ^3 ; and conversely wherever P^ lies in the plane o-g, the point P^ 
must lie in the plane o-j. Hence the relation between the points Pi and 
Po and the planes cti and cr./ is reciprocal. 

Give Pi a definite position in the plane o-j. Then rj, cos a, cos/Q, 
cos 7 are given. In the plane o’™ draw a line OP2 in any direction 
determined by cos a', cosyS', cos 7', so that relation (3) is satisfied. 

rru^« /I \ 1 ® Pi 


Then from ( 1 ) 


^ Vi. 2.1 cos a __ jOi 
Kr» . ir cos a ~ K 


where pi is the perpcndicuLar from Pi on \ and p.^ is the perpendicular 
from Pa on But pi is given and therefore is constant. Hence the 
locus of Po is a line (in the plane parallel to s. If Pi moves along 
a line parallel to s this line is unaltered. Hence as Pj or P.^ moves in 
the planes o-j and o-y along a line parallel to 5, the other point describes 
another line parallel to s. The distance PiP e(pials OP.,, where P is in 
the plane o-g', which can be drawn through Pi parallel to o-g. Hence 
the locus of P is a straight line obtained as the line of intersection of 
planes through Pj and Pg parallel to and ai . 

If Pi moves along OP^, i.e. if cos a, cos /8, cos 7 are constant but 7’, 
varies, then the locus of Py, for each value of ?*i, is a straight line parallel 
to s. The same is true in regard to the locus of P. 

Consider a section of the figure by a plane OP1PP2, where OPi 
varies but the directions of OPj and OP^ are fixed. 

Then from (1) 

OPi OPi /rS/'cosa' ' , 

/ . 7-j » » ^ j ~~ a constant. 

GPa P\P St cos a 

Hence, as Pi moves along OPi, the locus of P is a straight line OP 
through 0 . This is true for all planes OP^PPi- Hence the locus of P, 
when Pi has any position in the plane <Ji, is a plane determined by one 
position of P and 5 the real line in the pair of conjugate imaginary 
planes. Whien both these conjugate imaginary planes are considered 
P may be in either of two such planes. In the preceding Gi and may 
be any pair of planes harmonic conjugate of the given pair of conjugate 
imaginary planes. Hence the graph of a pair of conjugate imaginary 
planes consists of a system of pairs of planes which pass through their 
real line. 

The coordinates of a point on such a graph may be constructed as 
follows. Let Gi and g^ be the (a, ff) planes which are real harmonic 


n T rs 
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conjugates of the plane and its conjugate imaginary plane. Take Pi any 
point (real) in <r,. Draw through Pj a plane parallel to It meets 
the graph in a line parallel to the real line in the imaginary planes. 
The coordinates of any point on this line are OPj real (where 0 is the 
origin) and PjP imaginary. 

Thus the coordinates of a point of the graph 'are any real vector in 
the plane <r, and an imaginary vector parallel to the plane o-o. 

The preceding may illustrated as follows. 

CoiLsider two conjugate imaginary planes o- and which intersect in a real 
line Ji. Draw a real i)laiie X perpendicular to s to meet « in O' and o- and cr' in a pair 
of conjugate imaginary lines I and V, Consider the figure in the plane X. In this 
plane there are an infinite number of real pairs of harmonic conjugates of I and 
Let a and be a pair of these lines. The graph of either of the lines I and when 
a and fi ai-e taken as axes, is a straight line in the plane X. Let P be any point of 
this graph and let </Pi and PiP (.Vi and 1 ^ 2 ) be its coordinates. Then the ^danes 
d, sl\ sa, s/3 form a coaxal harmonic pencil. Referred to 0 any point on s as origin, 
the coordinates of P are reiil lengths 00’ and Xi — which combine with a real length 
OPi — and the imaginary coordinate ly. These are the principal coordinates of P. 
The locus of P is obviously one or other of two planes through 8. 

152. Solid perspective. 

Consider any point S and any plane .v (the centre and plane of perspective). 
Take any point in space A. Join tS to A to meet s in iV. Take a point A' on SA 
such that = X (a constant). Then A' is termed the corresponding point of 

A in the perspective. 

In this way if A be any point of a solid figure o-, then the point A' of another 
solid figure <r' corresponds to A, 

If bo a point on a straight line a, the point A' will be on another straight line 
a’ which is said to correspond to a, and as the point A moves along the straight line 
a the point A’ will move along the straight line This follows from considering 
the plane persi)ectivo in the plane aS'u. The corresponding lines a and a' intersect on 
the plane s. 

If two lines a and h in the figure o- intersect, they determine a plane. Take any 
point P in this plane. Then any line I in this plane through P meets a and 6. To 
P corresponds a point P'. To I corresponds a line V through P’ which intersects 
the linos a' and h* which cori'espond to a and 6. Hence P’ lies in the plane a'5', which 
corresponds to the plane ah. Therefore to a plane corresponds a plane and corre- 
sponding planes intersect on s. 

If any line SN be drawn through & to meet s in N and a point V be taken on 
SN such that 

sv 

then the locus of T^'is a plane parallel to since (*•* constant). Also to every 

point on this plane there corresponds a point at an infinite distance in the second 
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figure. But it has beeu shown that generally to a plane coiTcs^Kinds a plane. Hence 
it is assumed that all points at infinity in the second figure, and consequently in 
every solid figure, lie in a plane, which in this perspective cori’cspouds to the plane 
in which V is situated, i.c. to the vanishing plane v. 

• The points at infinity in the first figure o- correspond to points in the second 
figure determined by 

or by Hence the ratios of V and W are the same with 

resi)ect to S and when these points are interchanged. Hence the distance of V 
from S is the same as the distance of W fi-oni N. These lengths may be measured 
on the perpendicular from S to s. Hence the locus of W is a plane w parallel to s 
and V. 

Therefore if S be the centre, a the ])lane, and v and xo the vanishing planes of 
a solid perspective, 

(1) All points in the planes o and w correspond to ])oints at an infinite distance 
in the other figure. 

(2) If a plane a meets the vanishing plane o in the line then ^.av is 
parallel to a', and a* is the plane parallel to the plane (viz., S . ar) drawn through 
the line a . s. 

From this it follows that, from a certain point of view, all points at infinity may 
be regarded as lying in a plane. The method here sketched may be employed to 
find the i)ro])erties of solid figures. 

To prom that hy a rotation round its real line^ throuyh an imaginary angle^ an 


imaginary plane may he superposed on a real plane. 

Every imaginary plane has an eipiation of the form 

{a.v + hy 4- ez + c?) + i {a’.c + 6'y + c '2 + = 0, ( 1 ) 

and the equation of its conjugate imaginary plane is 

{ax ’\-hy + cz-{-d)-i (a'x + + c's + c/') = 0 (2) 

The real line s in these planes is the line of interaection of the real idanes 

a.v “^-hy •\~cz-^cl=0^ (3) 

and a'.V’\-h'y-\-(fz+d'=0 (4) 


Through any real point J on this line draw a real plane a perpendicular to this 
line. It will meet the planes (3) and (4) in real lines and and the conjugate 
imaginary planes (1) and (2) in a i)air of conjugate imaginary lines and 82 . In the 
real plane a through the point of intersection of the conjugate imaginary lines Si 
and S 2 pass the pair of real lines si and ^21 as in Art. 51 the line ^i', by a rotation 
round A through an imaginary angle, may be brought into coincidence with the real 
line 81 . By this process the imaginary plane (1) is brought into coincidence with 
the real plane ax-\-hy + cz + d=0. 

Hence it follows that there is nothing essentially different between a real and an 
imaginary plane. As in the case of real and imaginary straight lines, the difference 
lies in their relation to i)oints outside themselves. 
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EXAMPLES 

(1) Show that in an imaginary projection all the real points on a real straight 
lino except two can be projected into imaginary points on another real line. 

( 2 ) Prove that the real lines in the imaginary planes, which pass through an 
imaginary line, form a system of surfaces of the second degree. 

( 3 ) Prove that the real lines through the imaginary points, which lie on an 
imaginary straight line, form a system of surfaces of the second degree. 

( 4 ) Prove that an imaginary point 6+2^', c + contains a purely 

inniginary line the equations of which are 

a' iy-\- h' __ iz + c' 
a h c ' 

(f)) Provo that a purely imaginary plane contains a purely imaginary lino which 
is parallel to the real lino in tlie plane. 

(6) In Art. 2r) prove that if iS=Si=S2, the values of all the anhai’monic ratios 
of the four points are cither -cai or -cag, where ati and co-i are the two imaginary 
cube roots of unity. 

( 7 ) Prove that if {ABCD)=-ai, then iABCD) = (ACDB) = {AI)BC). 
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The reference numbers refer to articles 


Angle between real and imaginary lines, 
sine, co8ine and tangent of, 56 
between two imaginary lines, sine, cosine 
and tangent of, 61 

between real and imaginary planes, 153 
purely imaginary, construction of, 66 
measurement of, 67 
representation of trigonometrical 
functions of, 68 
imaginary eccentric, 74 
real bisectors of, 66 

Angles, imaginary, relations connecting 
trigonometrical functions of, 69 
subsidiary angles of, 69 and 70 

use of meridional tables to obtain, 70 
trigonometrical function of, used for 
integration, 75 

Anharmonic ratio, definition of, 5 
of real pencil, 10 
of imaginary pencil, 82 
of real and imaginary points, 23 
of four collinear points, condition that 
it may be real, 24 

of pencil formed by connectors to four 
points, '28 

Anharmonic ratios of four collinear points, 
relations connecting, 25 

Axiom I, 1 

Axiom 11, 51 

Bisectors, real, of an imaginary angle, 66 

Brianchoii’s theorem, 98 

Carnot’s theorem for general conic, 101 

Ceva’s theorem for real triangle and imagi- 
nary transversal, 16 

for imaginary triangle and imaginary 
transversal, 65 

Circle, square of imaginary tangent to, 32 
met by chord through fixed point in 
points product of whose distances 
from fixed point is constant, 82 
real, through a real and an imaginary 
point, 82 

Circles^ determine same involution on 
radical axis, 33 

determine same involution on line at 
infinity, 33 

orthogonal, determine inverse points on 
any diameter, 31 
points of intersection of, 36 

Circular points at i nfinity — see Critical points 


Coaxal circles, ratio of tangents to, from 
variable point on coaxal circle, 
constant, 32 

Common conjugates with respect to two 
conics (general) of points on fixed 
line, a conic, 103 

self-conjugate triangle of two conics, 104 
Conic, general, definition of, 87 
determined by five points, 88 
met by a line in two points, 89 
one tangent at a point to,* 89 
correlative of anharmonic property of, 
90 

correlative of, a conic, 91 
projective ranges and involutions on, 92 
pole and polar with respect to, 94 
determines involution on every line in 
its plane, 95 
Pascal’s theorem for, 97 
Brianchon’s theorem for, 98 
Desargues’ theorem for, 100 
Carnot’s theorem for, 101 
projection of real branch into imaginary, 
151 

imaginary and real branches in perspec- 
tive, 96 

contains real or semi -real quadrangle, 107 
Conic, real, definition of, 106 
when real, 106, 119, 125 
construction of from real data, 120 
involution determined by on a straight 
line, 38 

variable chord through fixed point meets 
in points product of whose dis- 
tances from fixed point is in con- 
stant ratio to squares of parallel 
diameters, 42, 43 

connectors of points of intersection of 
two straight lines with, 45 
intersection of imaginary straight line 
with, 49 

Conic, imaginary, contains a real or semi- 
real quadrangle, 107 
cannot have more than one real or semi- 
real self-conjugate triangle, 108 
every real point has one real conjugate 
with respect to, 111 
locus of real conjugates of points on a 
straight line with respect to, is 
eleven points locus of line and real 
or semi- real inscribed quadrangle, 
111 
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Conic, imaginary (cont.) 
harmonic locus of, 112 
foci of, 122 

focal properties of, 122, 124 
equation of, 138 
equation of projection of, 139 
by nature or displacement, 141 
tracing of, 142 

four points on, in (a, /9) and (/9, a) 
planes, 143 
special case of, 145 

real conjugate points with respect to, 
111 

real conjugates of points on line with 
respect to, locus of. 111 
Conics, renl points of intersection of, 48 
Conics, conjugate imaginary, intersect in 
real or semi-real quadrangle, 107 
have real or semi-real circumscribed 
quadrilateral, 107 

harmonic locus of, a real conic, 112, 
113, 114 

anharmonic locus of, a real curve, 114, 
115 

Conics, general, with two points of inter- 
section, intersect in four points, 99 
with one point of intersection, intersect 
in four points, 102 

two, locus of common conjugates of 
points on fixed line with respect 
to, a conic, 103 

have common self-conjugate triangle, 104 
intersect in four points, 105 
eleven points, locus of, 105 
Conics having double contact at imaginary 
points, 125 

Conjugate imaginary points, 2 

determined by circle on a straight line, 31 
Correlative properties of imaginary points 
and lines, 12 

of imaginary points and pianos, 148, 
149 

Correspondence, real and imaginary, 83 
Critical lines, 22, 78, 147 
Critical points, all circles meet line at 
infinity in, 34 

all conics through, are circles, 34 
nature of, 22, 78 

Desargues’ theorem, 100 

Distances, measurement of, 3, 5G, 61 

Duality, principle of, in space, 147, 148, 149 

Equation of conic, point on which sub- 
tends pencil of constant anhar- 
uionic ratio, imaginary, at four 
fixed points, 117 
imaginary, 138, 139 
of lines and planes in space, 149 

Focal properties of an imaginary conic, 
122, 124 


Foci of a conic, construction of, 46 
of imaginary conic, 132 

Geometry of the sheaf, 150 

Harmonic property of semi-real quadrangle 
and quadrilateral, 18 
imaginary quadrangle and quadri- 
lateral, 84 

conjugates, common, of two pairs of 
points determined, 8, 31 
of given pair of points with given 
mean point determined, 31 
perspective, general conic in, 96 

Imaginary coordinates, direction of, 126 

Infinity, plane at, 153 

Intersections of a real and an imaginary 
straiglit line, 10, 76 
of a real conic and an imaginary line, 49 
of two general conics, 99, 102, 105 
of real and imaginary straight lines with 
real conic, 136 

Involution, extended conception of, 7 
imaginary, 7 
when real, 8 

property of semi-real quadrangle and 
quadrilateral, 19 
pencil, 22 

determined by circle on lino, construc- 
tion of, 29 

determined by conic on line, construc- 
tion of, 38 
on conic, 92 

on conic determined by chords through 
fixed point, 93 

determined by conic on every line in its 
plane, 95 

Involutions, any two, real, in plane per- 
spective, 20 

Lines, system of, through a point, 80 
imaginary, in space, 147, 148, 149 

Locus of real points at which a pair of 
conjugate imaginary points and 
two imaginary points subtend a 
pencil of real anharmonic ratio, 116 

Measure of an imaginary length on a real 
line, 56 

an imaginary line, 61 

Measurement of an imaginary length on 
a real line, 3 

on an imaginary line, 56, 61 
of imaginary angles, 67 

Measures of sides of closed figure on real 
line, sum of, zero, 58 
imaginary line, sum of, zero, 62 

Menelaus’ theorem for real triangle and 
imaginary transversal, 15 
for imaginary triangle and imaginary 
transversal, 65 
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Parallel lines, 53 
Pasoars theorem, 97 
Pencils with imaginai;y vertices, 82 
Perpendicular lines, 54 
Perspective, solid, 152 
Plane at infinity, 152 
Plane, imaginary, . 148, 149, 151, 152 
Pole and polar with respect to a conic, 
94. 95 

Poncelet figure of a circle, 30 
of two circles, 37 
of a real conic, 39 
of foci of a conic, 46 
of critical lines, 157 
of imaginary lines, 70 
Principal coordinates of a point, 8 
Projection of an imaginary length on a 
real line, 55 

of points on an imaginary line, 81 
of two real and a pair of conjugate- 
imaginary points, 26 
of two pairs of conjugate imaginary 
points, 26 

of points into the critical points, 85 
from a real centre, 85 
from an imaginary centre, 85, 150 
of real branch of conic into the imagi- 
nary branch, 150 

Projective ranges and pencils, 21, 81 
on a conic, 92 

Quadrangle and quadrilateral, semi-real, 17 
harmonic property of, 18 
involution property of, 19 

Ratio of imaginary points, 4 


Bight angles, imaginary lines at, defined, 22 

Self-corresponding elements of projective 
ranges and pencils, 99 

Solid perspective, 153 

Square, semi-real, 27 

projection of quadrangle into, 66 

Straight line, imaginary, defined, 9 
tracing of, 76 

Sum and difference formulae for angles be- 
tween imaginary and real lines, 60 
imaginary lines, 64 

Superposed projective ranges and pencils, 
21, 81 

pencils with critical lines for self-cor- 
responding rays are equal pencils, 
35 

Tangent, only one at point on real conic, 
129 

Tracing o! real line, 136 

of imaginary straight line, 76 

of a real conic, 127 

of circle and ellipse, 127 

of lines and conics, 134 

of real conic, any origin, 136 

of imaginary conic, 142 

of special case of imaginary conic, 145 

modulus of reduction in, 146 

change of origin in, 133 

general consideration concerning, 131,132 

Triangle, semi-real and imaginary, 14 
construction of, when one side greater 
than sum of other two, 50 
with two real lines for sides, 59 
with three imaginary lines for sides, 63 
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The reference numbers refer to, articles 

fa, fi) figures, 125 Imagiuary (cont.) 

IlLnharmoiiic ratio of real and imaginary oorrespondence, 83 

points, 5 conic, 138 


Conic, real, 106 
nest of, 130 
parent branch of, 127 
general, 87 
with real branch, 28 
imaginary, 106 

by displacement, 141 
by nature, 141 
special case of, 145 
Conjugate imaginary points, 2 
imaginary lines, 9 
loci, 30 

Critical lines and points, 22, 78 

Diameters of a conic, 41 

Eccentric angle complex, 74 

Foci of a conic, 45 

Imaginary point, 1 
length, 1, 61 
straight line, 9 
angle, 61, 62 


Measure of an imaginary length, 6G, 61 
of an imaginary angle, 70 

Modulus of reduction, 146 

Nest of a conic, 130 

a pair of imaginary straight lines, 134 

Perpendicular lines, 22 

Pole and polar, 94 

Poncelet figures, 30 

Principal coordinates of an imaginary 
point, 8 

Projection of an imaginary length, 65 

Projective ranges, 6 

Semi-real triangle, 14 
quadrangle, 17 
quadrilateral, 17 
square, 27, 86 

Subsidiary angle, 68 

Trigonometrical functions, 56, 61 
of purely imaginary angles, 67 


CAMBRZDOE : PBIKTED BT J. D. PEACE, M.A., AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS 









